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Interview with Ray Dive, Randwick, Friday 28 March 2008

	1.00 -0.12
	Introduction

	Track 2

0.00
	Great Grandfather Samuel Dive established brickworks at Matraville in 1878 aged 25 years. Business sold 1972/3 after nearly 95 years. Beauchamp Road shale dug next to present fire station. Fire Station land sold 1962 and donated by the Dive family. Use of local materials at first.

	1.25
	Made house bricks initially till this century then made fire bricks. Resourced clay from Hornsby and behind the present Prince Henry Hospital to mix with local shale. Also high alumina clay from Mudgee

	2.27
	Materials originally transported by horse and cart; companies collected bricks with horse and dray; many shapes and sizes of bricks. By 1930s trucks were used for transport; One truck was driven over the harbour bridge on the day it was opened.

	3.24
	Trucks held about 10 tons of bricks. Five or six men loaded the truck.
Sand taken from a hill at Malabar. The Wiggin family collected sand for the glassworks. Dive family had a lease at the end of Austral Street Malabar. Costs forced them out eventually. At that time they used a drag line and transported the sand in the Wiggin’s trucks to a stockpile – lasted five years.

	5.43
	Ray was the fourth Dive family manager: Samuel Dive Albert Dive, George Dive & Raymond Dive (works manager). Ray did all jobs in the brickworks, worked machinery, pattern maker. Fire bricks made for BHP, Bunnerong Power Station, boilers, new Central Coast power stations. Bricks were said to have been used for Prince Henry Hospital, Long Bay Gaol wall & Daceyville School.

	7.20
	Workers lived locally, from well known Eastern Suburb families, aboriginals from La Perouse ‘Johnny Timbrey worked out there… and a few others’. After the war there were 30 employees; it was a protected industry supplying ammunition factories, warships and steel works. Over 100 were employed. Hard physical work. Sold in 1973 for $500 000; it had to be sold due to the need for capital of about $1 000 000; the company ‘would have had to go public’

	9.45
	Some accidents in the early days. Story about an accident to claim insurance. No evidence of lung disease though Ray himself had lung surgery

	11.10
	Other local industries

	11.48 
	Father travelled from Kingswood by car. Got a car when he got his licence. Later bought a 1938 Chevrolet

	12.40
	Samuel Dive got into the brick industry through his wife’s family (Goodsell/Tye) – owned a brickworks at St Peters which became Austral. Samuel may have worked there, noticed shale at Matraville.

	13.50 
	Samuel’s parents Steven and Francis Dive were buried at Botany Cemetery, possibly behind Prince Henry Hospital. Graves no longer evident. Some family graves have been located at Botany Cemetery; other Dive family members buried at Randwick Cemetery in Malabar Road including Samuel Dive whose grave has a building brick on the headstone

	15.20
	Many bricks were dumped and buried behind the hospital where they were later exposed by a storm. Demolition of the factory seen by the family; demolition of the chimneys was screened on Channel 7

	16.39
	Samuel’s oldest son Albert was the next manager. His son Samuel worked at the brickworks also but went into producing ‘Blanco’. Samuel (jnr)’s brother Edward Thomas Dive had started the shoe cleaning business with white clay from a seam at Asquith. Manufactured clay tablets for the Armed Forces for belts and gaiters. Samuel Dive took it over after Edward lost money over a compensation claim to an employee. Used a building at the brickworks and supplied the armed forces and sold it for sandshoe cleaning . Sold at many stores.

	19.53
	Albert C Dive was an alderman on the Randwick Council. Also he and other family belonged to different Masonic Lodges. In the 1980s Ray joined the John T Jennings Lodge named after an alderman who owned the Jennings building company.

	21.06
	Family associated with the Presbyterian Church. Family supplied bricks for the Presbyterian Church at Matraville. Dive Street between Bunnerong Road and Jersey Road was named after the family.

	22.04
	Ray attended Daceyville School, then Maroubra Junction Boys School for 18 months. In 1953 went to South Sydney Boys’ High School. Recently attended the 50th anniversary. Enjoyed school and went on to Tech College. At Daceyville gained the school’s first century playing at Moore Park. Played with ‘Electric Lights’ for 18 years – cricket and baseball.

	25.00
	Ray’s first house was in Hannan Street Maroubra. After the brick works sold Ray built at South Coogee near the reservoir. Retained the first house, expecting a shopping development between Anzac Parade Gale Road and Hannon Street. Instead a single story shopping centre was built at Maroubra Junction. Police Station blocked the proposed development and Maroubra Junction was passed over for a complex at Eastgardens. This occurred at the time that Randwick Council was sacked.

	26.40
	Ray remembers sand extraction at Malabar sand hills behind the gaol.
It was at a Crown Land sale that Ray bought land near the Ryan Street quarry at Maroubra. The quarry is now a park near the Council Depot in Storey Street

	28.36
	Education of Ray’s children’s. All settled in the district and work in the area; seven generations have lived in the district

	30.40
	Death of Albert C Dive’s son aged 24 in a motor accident in 1928 on Anzac Parade Maroubra near Avoca Street junction close to his home. Funeral attended by 600 people.

	32.00
	History of Matraville compiled in 1979 when George Dive was interviewed. It has been deposited at the Bowen Library with the brickworks photo collection and a 1973 ‘Messenger’ newspaper report on the closure of the brickworks.

	34.00
	Brickworks site - problems of development proposal – six blocks three storeys high rejected by Council. New development of townhouses and flats. Fire Station land was donated in the 1960s - location of original shale quarry corner of Beauchamp Road and Bunnerong Road and Stewart Avenue

	35.58
	Ray’s community involvement. Coached Rugby League team for Maroubra RSL Football Club for six to seven years; belongs to three Probus Clubs: Maroubra Mens’ & Mixed and Malabar Mixed. Member of the Masons for 20 years

	36.54
	End of Harborne Road where UNSW is now – Ray swam in waterhole as did all the local kids, and in the East Lakes waterholes  ‘skinny dipping’. One friend at school was John Cann who is the snake man at La Perouse. He held all the records 100m 200m long jump, records stood for over 30 years. Good football and cricket teams at Daceyville school. Rode bike to La Perouse and to Maroubra Beach. Interests continue to the next two generations.

	41.30

	In previous times the brickworks’ kilns were kept going 24 hours so people worked overtime. Photos of local identities should be identified.

	43.08 
	Finish


