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Precinct Matraville Precinct Minutes of General Meeting 

 
Date, meeting time and 
venue 

14 June 2021, 7pm at Matraville RSL Club 

1. Welcome by Chair Steve McAndrew, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Matt Thistlethwaite sends his 
apologies as he is in Canberra and intends to be at the next meeting.  Steve addressed the 
meeting reminding everybody of the intention of Suez/Opal with the incinerator, stating it 
will not only affect Matraville but the entire Eastern Suburbs and the Sydney Basin.  We 
need to be very active in our fight against this proposal, once and if it goes up we are stuck 
with it. 

2. Attendance: 74 residents: Steve McAndrew, Terry Campbell, David Power, Serge Jancevic, Chris 
Hanson, Greg Lincoln, Geoff George, Anne Coupe, Ashley Coupe, Daniela Solomon, 
Rebecca Vanney, Danielle Wood, Michael Parker, Natalie Hudson, Andrea Weress, Daniel 
Wright, Charles George, Kaye Neal, Michael Smith, Gladys Smith, P. Koylas, M. Pollak, D 
Chalmers, James Chalmers, Abel Alves, Alex Cargill, Holly Cargill, Kris Kilian, Micah Kilian, 
Kim Phillips, Tanya Phillips, Cassandra Phillips, Shelly Silberman, Terry Harper, Juliet 
Challen, Patrice Lafleur, John Chagaris, Kim Meyers, Diana Da Silva, George Da Silva, 
Dean Quirke, Fransiska Ingerotti, Kerinne Wicks, David Lindley, Josie Lindley, Catherine 
Capecchi, Melissa Portus, Filipe Portus, James Mollison, Mark Heiss, Dominic Squadrito, 
Steve Thomas, Natalie Thomas, Danielle Johnson, Joe Dilernia, Greg Lawrence, Sharon 
Howisan, Joel May, Charles Abela (Bays & Beaches precinct), Cr Danny Said, Dolly 
Dickinson, Debbie Smith, David Smith, Victoria Cooper, Brooke Marshall, Rose Halonkin, 
Leigh Teanby, Adam Halonkin, Tony Ryan, Patrick Woods, Rebecca Mackey, Leigh Tran, 
Marie Catalan, Lay Wan Chu, Jo Chittick, Minute taker 

3. Apologies: Judith Flitcroft, Sue Kolster, Andrew Thompson, Cr Carlos Da Rocha, Cr Noel D’Souza, 
Matt Thistlethwaite, Carla and Richard Smolenski, Deb McAndrew, Spencer Harrop, Kerry 
Edwards, Brad Dunn 

4. Declaration of 
interests: 

Nil 

5. Confirmation of 
previous minutes: 

Minutes from May meeting were confirmed.  

6. Correspondence Nil 
 

7. Business arising Nil 
8. General business: • Opal Incinerator Update: 

Update from Matraville volunteers attending Suez & Opal’s May CRG 
meeting (David) 

David Power updated the meeting on the latest CRG meeting. At this meeting a 
noise consultant addressed the CRG advising that a noise study was undertaken 
in Moorina and Partanna Ave’s to be included in the EIS.  Suez are aware that we 
are against the proposal and we keep pushing our opposition. We are making 
some in roads and will keep going to the meetings to voice our strong objections. 
Cr Said thanked Steve, Terry and Chris for all their hard work.  We need to get 
everyone in Matraville involved, then go all over Randwick, Botany, Eastern 
Subsurbs and all over Sydney. They can’t build the incinerator unless they get 
community involvement. Keep protesting. The proposed building is 13 storeys 
plus a 4-storey stack. They won’t answer questions about which way the wind will 
go. Nano particles will fall into the soil, onto vegetables, into the air we breath and 
then into bodies. ICI poisoned all the aquifers, now we’re getting it from the air. 
They are telling us what comes out is safe. Matraville has copped its fair share 
over the years and we wont take it anymore.   The Incinerator will destroy our 
suburb and way of life. We need everyone to get involved.  

Steve – It’s the height of the building, as Danny said, but also the size of the 
building! It will also have 2-3 turbines attached to it. They will make noise. They 
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said they’d build a sound mitigating wall! It’s not just the stack, it’s the whole 
package. Building, turbines, emissions, stack. We can’t fight them technically till 
they have their EIS ready.  

NMI update from Chris: 

• Acknowledged Michael Parker, media consultant, helping with some media work; Kim 
Myers and Shelly, looking after governance matters and art work for T shirts; Geoff 
George, looking after some contact issues, Golf Clubs and Surf Clubs. There’s a lot of 
people involved. Kerry and Spencer and Dave on the CRG. Thanks to everyone who’s 
helping out. 

• NMI is now an incorporated organisation, registered with Fair Trading and has a bank 
account. In effect it’s a community organisation. Want everyone to go onto the website 
– and click on the red button, and register for us so we can put you on our data base 
and legally communicate with you. We can send out mass emails. Please register on 
our website.  

• People think it’s a foregone conclusion. The actual process is that they have to submit 
an EIS to the Dept of Planning, then we have  30 or 90 days to lodge objections. Every 
single person can file an objection. This is a numbers game. That’s what politicians 
look at. Lodge objections.  At the moment you can lodge an objection. There are tabs 
on the NMI website on how to do it and who to send the objection to. Use your own 
words on what you find objectionable about the proposal. There are examples on the 
website.  If you have any questions fill  in a form or email Chris (gmail.com) and he  
will answer individual questions and provide responses. 

• Council has prepared posters that will be placed on the  bins in Matraville.  
• Please follow us on Facebook – trying to use that as an alternative source of 

information. Either for other groups, or people who have asked questions.  
• NMI now seeking donations for seed funding to apply for grants 
• Setting up contacts with surf clubs, golf clubs, school P&Cs. Please email any contacts 

you have.  
• Randwick Council has organised volunteer insurance for Matraville Precinct 

volunteers.  The Precinct will maintain a register of volunteers and an induction for the 
volunteers will occur  to ensure compliance with the insurance cover. . 

• A community forum at Prince Henry Centre is being organised. There will also be 
zoom access for those who can’t attend. Suez and Opal will be invited. 

• Maritime Union (MUA) has 1500 workers at the Port who are offering support to the 
campaign, including organising a rally. 

• If you want to do anything with NMI, please register through their website. 
 

NMI’s request for donations and bank account details  
 
• No More Incinerators Inc has now been registered as a Not-for-Profit Community 

Association and is seeking donations to assist with campaign expenses, e.g., 
purchase of T-shirts for resale, media campaigns, website development, advertising, 
etc. 

 
• No More Incinerators Inc uses the same banking authorisation system as the Precinct, 

e.g., three signatures with two to sign for any expenditure and review by the committee 
for any significant purchase so you can be assured that any donations received will be 
totally accounted for. This will be further enhanced through the use of “block-chain” 
technology rather than manual cheques where the bank and all signatories can see 
every transaction in real time.  We are not a registered charity thus donations are not 
tax deductible. 

 
• We look forward to your continued support for this very important issue and please 

note that no donation is too small! 
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• Donations may be made by direct credit to: 

  
St George Bank 
No More Incinerators Inc 
BSB: 112879 
Account: 443118163 
 

At the conclusion of the update by Chris Hansen of the NMI he put forward the following 
three motions to the Precinct for consideration. 

Motion 1: 

Matraville Precinct endorses the No More Incinerators (NMI) campaign and supports 
volunteers working for the NMI campaign. 

Matraville Precinct Response: 

Matraville Precinct executive in principle supports and endorses the No More 
Incinerator Campaign and supports NMI volunteers, thus to this regard will be actively 
involved in the function and activities of the NMI having regard to the Randwick City 
Council’s Code of Conduct, the Council Precinct Rules and Procedures and the 
requirements concerning volunteer insurance as it relates to Precinct volunteers.   
 

Motion 2:   

Matraville Precinct requests RCC to allocate a budget to Council’s Media Unit to cover 
printing, website development, staff and other costs and determined by Council’s Media 
Mgr for the next financial year. 

After discussion this motion was turned into a Precinct resolution as follows: 

Resolution 14062021(1): Matraville Precinct requests RCC to allocate a budget to 
Council’s Media Unit to cover printing, website development, staff and other costs and 
determined by Council’s Media Manager for the next financial year. Steve/Terry  CARRIED 

Motion  3: 
 Matraville Precinct requests RCC to provide the Prince Henry Centre and associated 
internet conference facilities for a Community Forum as per the attached proposal. 

After discussion this motion was turned into a resolution as follows: 
Resolution 14062021(2): Matraville Precinct requests RCC to provide the Prince Henry 
Centre and associated internet conference facilities for a Community Forum as per the 
attached proposal. Steve/Terry CARRIED  
Council report: 

Cr Said was asked a question from the floor on Yarra Bay and Little Bay.  

Yarra Bay - Nothing has changed but due to COVID everything has been delayed. . Once 
the cruise ships come back after COVID I’m sure the cruise industry will reactivate the 
terminal proposal. , it will come back. 

• Decision on the Meriton High Rise block at Little Bay got delayed from last week and is 
now coming out this Friday the 18th.  

• In our area we have Yarra Bay bubbling away, the incinerator, the Meriton High rise 
and the ferry wharf at La Perouse which are all state matters.  

1901 Botany Road warehouse early hour activity 
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Residents living in close proximity to the warehouse at 1901 Botany Road reported that 
they are starting work very early.  A resident has a video of a truck turning up at 2.20am in 
the morning dumping soil and then later the soil was moved around   Also work is 
commencing well before the legal time of 7.00am 

Resolution 14062021(3): The precinct requests that council investigate the early hours 
activity in the warehouse at 1901 Botany Road as residents in Moorina and Partanna Ave 
have noticed soil being shifted at the warehouse around 2am., and work is commencing 
prior to the legal time.  Steve/Terry CARRIED 

Noise coming from papermill  

Residents have again reported noise from a diesel engine or similar that is emanating from 
the Paper Mill.  This noise occurs at various times and days but mostly during the evenings 
and early hours of the morning Residents are confident it is the papermill, not the ports.  

Resolution 14062021(4): The precinct requests that council investigates the source of 
noise from a diesel engine or similar that is occurring at various times during the evening 
and early hours of the morning from the Papermill.  Steve/Terry CARRIED 

9. Other Business: Nil 
10. Treasurer’s Report: Nil 
11. Next meeting: 12 July 2021 – Matraville RSL  
12. Close of meeting: 8.38 pm 
 


