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Precinct Matraville Precinct Minutes of General Meeting 
 

Date, meeting time and 
venue 

13 September 2021, 7pm via a Zoom meeting 

1. Welcome by Chair Steve welcomed everyone to the meeting  
 

2. Attendance: Attendance:About 75 residents: Steve McAndrew, Terry Campbell, Chris Hanson, Anne 
Coupe, Ashley Coupe, Serge Jancevic, Carla and Richard Smolenski, Geoff George, Kerry 
Gotty, Judith Levitt, Ian Levitt, David Power, Gary Leafe, Cecilia and Charles George, 
Deborah McAndrew, Shelly Silberman, Deborah Maguire, Kristopher Kilian, Joel May, 
Victoria Cooper, Natalie Hudson, Kate Molony, Leigh Tan, Filipe Portus, Vanessa Silvester, 
Rebecca Vanny, Greg Lincoln, Fransiska Ingrati, Mike Pollak, Jade Turek, Allison Weiss, 
Giles Lynes, Brad Dunn, Dorothy Hook, Jennifer Mackenja, Judith Flitcroft, Sue Kolster, 
Herbert and Lucy Camilleri, James Mollison, Jake McAndrew, Audrey Coupe, Danielle 
Johnson, Jessica Halliday, Loubna Haikal, Carolyn Hook, Erik Smithson, Connie M, Louise 
Fitzgerald, James Chalmers, Beau Fletcher, Di McKeown, Diana and George Da Silva, 
Gerry Constantinou, Hadia Mukhtar, Jane Bremmer, Charles and Carol Abella, Dominic 
Squadrito, Chris Ingrey, Matt Thistlethwaite, Federal Member for Kingsford Smith, Cr 
Danny Said Mayor, Cr Carlos Da Rocha, Kerry Cr Noel D’Souza, Xhian McIntyre, 
Landscape Architect and Kerry Colquhoun, Coordinator Open Space Assets, Josh Hay, 
Manager Communications RCC, Jo Chittick, Minute taker 
  

3. Apologies:  

4. Declaration of 
interests: 

Nil 

5. Confirmation of 
previous minutes: 

Minutes from August meeting were confirmed.  

6. Correspondence Nil 
 

7. Business arising Nil 

8. General business: Matraville Masterplan 
 
Xhian McIntyre, Landscape Architect and Kerry Colquhoun, Coordinator Open Space 
Assets gave their insight into the Matraville Masterplan. 
 
Xhian gave an overview of the project and its scope of the Matraville public domain 
masterplan for the town centre. The project has a number of stages with the initial stage 
being from Sept 1 – 29 involving community feedback. After this an issues paper will be 
released with the findings, feedback again, then a masterplan will be prepared and then 
released to community to share design intent, findings and site specific interventions. 
Aiming to complete project by mid-2022.  Bunnerong Road is the main conduit. The 
northern end straddles Beauchamp Rd and Harold St to south;  Baird Ave to west and 
some of the components on the eastern side such as existing RSL carpark. Public domain 
masterplan looks at everything that can happen on the street such as street trees, 
improving pedestrian safety and access, pedestrian and cycle connections, improved street 
furniture and new public plazas.  
 
Get involved, see Council’s website to take part in the online survey:  
https://www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/matravillemasterplan. There is an interactive map to 
share what you like/dislike. Tell us your big ideas. Take part in our online community 
workshop Monday 20 sept 6pm. Register online. .  
Residents are also welcome to phone or write in with their ideas. 
 
Trees removed from Barwon Park 
A number of residents raised concern about the removal of 200 newly planted trees at 
Barwon Park. Kerry undertook to follow up and advise Mayor and Steve. Steve will forward 

https://www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/matravillemasterplan
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outcome to everyone. 
 
Ideas expressed: 
 
Angle parking and one way street for CBD 
Bring back banks to the CBD 
Extend the masterplan  Perry St green space  all the way to Botany Road including    
trees for median strip in  Bunnerong Rd 
Pop-up shops for vacant shops in CBD 
 
Steve thanked Kerry and Xhian for giving us an idea of what is planned for the future and 
encouraged everyone to participate and bring ideas. 
 

Opal/Suez Incinerator/ Positive News! 
 
Cr Danny Said update: 
Cr Said advised that Chris alerted us about the press release on 10 September from Tanya 
Davies, MP for Mulgoa announcing that Large-scale Energy from Waste projects will be 
banned in the Sydney basin, and saying Western Suburbs is not going to build any 
incinerators. What does it mean for us? 4 things to make it hard for Suez in Matraville. 
Banned in Sydney Basin, banned in high population areas, no safe threshold for anything 
that comes out of the stack and needs to be out in the middle of nowhere. The press 
release states “some limited exceptions may apply for facilities that use waste as a 
feedstock to replace certain fuels and where waste is used to power industrial and 
manufacturing processes on-site.” The only exemptions, if it replaces coal and petroleum 
products. Everything in that report comes our way. There’s a flicker of hope, SUEZ’s EIS is 
all over the place, they have to prove why their waste to energy facility is a better idea than 
natural gas. Experts don’t consider it likely. However, the Government could be convinced 
to change the regulation. Everyone’s done a great job keeping it in everyone’s face. We 
need to continue. Next process, EPA policy has to be gazetted. Mayor Said tried to contact 
Minister Kean to thank him, yet to return call. This policy looks very good for us. We think 
we’re 90% there. The only way to change the regulation is the government to override EPA 
policy. We shouldn’t stop our protest, but once we know it’s gazetted, it becomes policy. 
We can write to EPA to say it has to stay the way it is, Thank them for such a good 
reasoning not to have any of these facilities in Sydney basin. Posters and protest and all 
the stuff NMI has been doing is in our favour. Thanks for everyone’s efforts so far. We 
should be Matraville centric from now on. Keep fighting for it, write to EPA. Opal uses 
natural gas, so they have to justify why it’s a worse feedstock than incinerator.  
 
Cr D’Souza and MP Matt Thistlethwaite agreed that it is a positive decision for our 
campaign, sets precedent, but we need to continue to campaign, because there’s a 
glimmer that the company can still go ahead. At the next consultative meeting will raise 
with Suez and Opal that they should drop this proposal and get an indicator what they’re 
thinking. Recently wrote to planning dept, on behalf of community, requesting that when the 
EIS comes out, instead of 30 days’ notice for an opportunity to put our case, it be extended 
to at least 6 weeks. They wrote back, aware controversial proposal, will assess and get 
back to us. You can register on Matt’s website to keep informed. The campaign continues. 
The fight’s not over while they have a glimmer of hope. 
 
Chris Hanson NMI UPDATE 
 
Chris Hanson recapped for new attendees. Important links are below: 
 
The website has a lot of information: https://nomoreincinerators.com 
Email address nomoreincinerators@gmail.com  
Go Fund Me: https://gofundme/28af33dc 
NMI Petition: 
https://www.change.org/Stop_Stop_commercial_incinerator_in_Matraville_2020 

mailto:nomoreincinerators@gmail.com
https://gofundme/28af33dc
https://www.change.org/Stop_Stop_commercial_incinerator_in_Matraville_2020
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Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NoMoreIncinerators 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/no_more_incinerators 
 
Direct Credit/Transfer:  
St George Bank, Maroubra Junction 
No More Incinerators Inc 
BSB 112 879 
Acc 453 595 086 
 
What happened on Friday:  Govt. announced no to building incinerators in Western 
Sydney. The bit that worries us, some limited exceptions may apply for some facilities. Until 
SUEZ put in writing to say they are withdrawing their proposal, nothing has changed. They 
are deliberately targeting areas like Matraville with industries that use waste as a feedstock 
to replace certain fuels 
  
We are progressing with our art work for corflute posters. They’ll be double the size 
installed by council on bins. You can put them up in your garden/fence. Also installing a 6-
metre-long banner on La Perouse pony club fence, making it very clear we don’t want an 
incinerator.  
 
Thanks to Brad Dunn, MUA and the three affiliated groups who have donated $500.00 
each. In addition to posters, some A5 postcards made for letterboxes. We’ll leave these in 
shops and cafes.  NMI being incorporated has a code of conduct and that together with 
Council requires volunteers to be inducted, this takes about 30 minutes and so far 12 
volunteers have been.  
 
On Thurs week there will be a Q&A on Facebook. We’ll see how it goes and how many call 
in with questions then maybe have one every second week.  
 
We need your help. We have 74 here tonight. We’ve been given access to a new magazine 
called ES life covering following suburbs: Botany, Darlinghurst Woollahra, Waverley, 
Randwick, Potts Point, Surry Hills, Sydney city etc. We need people to help us post to 
these areas. Suggesting we provide a post, a media release concerning Friday’s 
announcement . 4 or 5 to post to those areas. Email Chris if you can help get things 
moving. There is a huge potential to get our message out by electronic media.  
 
Richard suggested the pony club sign might get vandalised on the fence and perhaps it 
could go on the container on the property. 
 
Steve thanked Chris and recapped that the Suez/Opal incinerator is different to all other 
facilities proposed around Sydney. Our biggest ammunition is it’s 100 metres from 
residential properties. This is where we’re going to beat it. When the time comes for 
submissions, we really have to push that you can’t have it this close to people’s homes. It’s 
a local issue, in our backyard. It doesn’t meet the criteria. The locality is outrageous. Just 
not on! I can’t see how any government can pass this. That’s where we need to fight this. 
We have noises everywhere, from the paper mill, the port, they’ll have turbines, a 17-storey 
building, spewing out emissions. This is where the fight will be won. We really should go 
hard with this. All councillors are against this. The media statement says a lot, they will 
assess each individual facility. When it comes to Matraville, we have a really good 
argument. Chris reiterated it’s a numbers game and we need at least 50 individual, unique 
submissions before the independent planning commission will consider having a hearing. 
Western Sydney had over 800 submissions. Go to the NMI website to see who to object to. 
Start the conversation with EPA and keep the pressure on, write to Rob Stokes and Matt 
Kean – write every week.  The media statement shows the momentum is swinging our way. 
It’s positive. That’s a start. 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NoMoreIncinerators
https://www.instagram.com/no_more_incinerators
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Request for Public phones to be retained   
 
Public phones now free of charge.  
 
Resolution 13092021(1): Could Council please make a submission to Telstra to retain the 
only public phone located in the Matraville CBD on the corner of Bunnerong Road and  
Daunt Avenue.   
Gerry Constantinou/Steve McAndrew CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Operating hours 
 
Cr Said advised that the company behind Morina Ave got fined for working outside their 
approved hours. I.   It was noted that they were working on the building site as this meeting 
was being conducted contravening the DA.  It was suggested that police be asked to check 
if they are complying with Covid requirements. Mayor Said stated he would advise Council 
of this. 
 
Ongoing Port noise 
 
A resident contacted the environmental manager at the Ports, who advised they’d never 
had so many complaints. He attended a resident’s premises who had complained about the 
noise and confirmed it was coming from the generators at the Port providing power to the 
container ships.  He undertook to reply to all emails and phone calls (Ph 1300922524).  
Terry advised that other countries have solved the problem of noise from generators by 
putting direct electricity in. Steve advised he’d had a response regarding our resolution 
from Council today about the Ports noise They forwarded our resolution to the Port 
authority and NSW Ports. 
 
Avion freight forwarders Perry Street 
Avion Freight forwarders are moving out of their Perry Street site. The site has been 
operating under a 1986 DA, 7 days a week, all day Sunday and public holidays 
.  
Resolution 13092021(2):  Can Council look into changing the operating hours of No 88 
(Avion Freight Forwarders)  site’s DA in Perry Street, now that it’s being advertised for 
lease, to bring it in line with other business operating Hrs in Perry Street?  This site borders 
the residential Zone, and the current operating Hrs has an impact on neighbouring homes .  

Current operating Hours are-   Current approval for trading 7 days 
Monday to Saturday 7:00am to 10:00pm 
Sunday and public holidays 7:00am to 8:00 pm 
  
Steve McAndrew/Terry Campbell CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Cr D’Souza acknowledged the attendance of Chris Ingrey, Chair of the Aboriginal Land 
Council, and also gave an acknowledgement of country. Steve also welcomed Chris. 
 
Bus cuts update? 
 
Carol asked for an update about bus cuts. It is thought that nothing is happening while 
parliament is shut down but it will come up again.  
 
Christmas lights for Matraville tree 
 
Resolution 13092021(3): Can Council please install Christmas lights on a tree in Perry 
Street. Richard Smolenski/Steve McAndrew CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Mayor Said stated he would meet with Richard to see which Tree he is talking about. 
 
 
 
TWO ABANDONED CARS IN BAIRD AVENUE CAR PARK 
 
Resolution 13092021 (4) 
Two motor vehicles have been parked in the same spots in the Baird Avenue Town Centre 
Public Car Park for a number of months.  Registration numbers:  CW 90 CD and DLF 45X 
respectively.  As these vehicles are taking up valuable limited parking space could Council 
check and see if they can be removed. 
Terry Campbell/Steve McAndrew  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
REPLACEMENT OF TREES ON FOOTPATH IN FRONT OF PURCELL PARK. 
 
Resolution 13092021 (5) 
 
About 2 to 3 years ago at request of residents 3 trees were planted on the footpath in front 
of Purcell Park opposite 72 and 74 Australia Avenue.  During the upgrade of Purcell Park 
two of the trees were removed to create a temporary driveway.  Now that the Park has 
been completed and driveway removed could two new trees be planted to take the place of 
the two that were removed.  Also the 3rd tree is dying and needs replacing. 
Terry Campbell/Steve McAndrew CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

9. Other Business: Nil 
 

10. Treasurer’s Report: Nil 
 

11. Next meeting: 11 October 2021 – RSL venue or Zoom meeting to be confirmed  
12. Close of meeting: 8.50 pm 

 


