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SCENE
Randwick City Council 
Customer Service Centre
Address: 30 Frances Street, Randwick, NSW 2031 
Hours: 8.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
Phone: 1300 722 542 
Email: council@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Web: randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Community Nursery: 9093 6250 
Lionel Bowen Library, Maroubra: 9093 6400 
Malabar Community Library: 9093 6120 
Margaret Martin Library, Randwick: 9093 6100 
Des Renford Leisure Centre: 9093 6300 
SMS service request: 0400 722 542 
Your Say Randwick: yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Randwick eNews: randwick.nsw.gov.au/enews 
Facebook: facebook.com/randwickcitycouncil  
Twitter: twitter.com/randwickmayor 
Twitter: twitter.com/randwickcouncil

Randwick City Council services
Phone the Call Centre on 1300 722 542 for enquiries about:

•  animals  
•  building and planning
•  community info 
•  council events
•  council meetings 
•  development applications
•  footpaths 
•  garbage services
•  graffiti removal 
•  green waste
•  illegal dumping

•  halls for hire 
•  waste service
•  on-call clean ups 
•  parking 
•  open space hire
•  precinct meetings 
•  parks and beaches
•  rates 
•  trees
•  roads

council@randwick.nsw.gov.au

Councillor 
contacts
Central Ward

Anthony Andrews (Ind) 
anthony.andrews@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
9962 9134

Dylan Parker (ALP) 
dylan.parker@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9430 6869

Ted Seng (Lib)
ted.seng@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0417 668 820

East Ward
Tony Bowen (ALP) 
tony.bowen@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
9962 8237

Murray Matson (Greens) 
murray.matson@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0409 984 587

Brendan Roberts (Lib) 
brendan.roberts@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0439 871 015

North Ward
Christie Hamilton (Lib) 
christie.hamilton@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9430 6873

Kathy Neilson (ALP)  
kathy.neilson@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0477 345 913

Lindsay Shurey (Greens)  
lindsay.shurey@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0477 351 819

South Ward
Carlos Da Rocha (Ind) 
carlos.darocha@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0409 357 168

Noel D’Souza (Ind) 
noel.dsouza@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0477 351 202

Danny Said (ALP) (Mayor) 
mayor@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0408 653 006

West Ward
Alexandra Luxford (ALP)  
alexandra.luxford@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9430 6871

Harry Stavrinos (Lib) 
harry.stavrinos@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9962 4275

Philipa Veitch (Greens) (Deputy Mayor) 
philipa.veitch@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0408 916 420

Randwick SCENE Magazine is written and produced by Randwick Council’s 
Communications Team: Joshua Hay, Chelsea Hunter, Jillian Lewis and Carmen 
Rotolo. Design by Carlen Peddie, Gemma Elliott and Gavin Tso. Our goal is to inform 
you about Council’s activities and to celebrate together, this wonderful place we call 
Randwick City.

Distributed to 63,000 properties in 
Randwick City.

Randwick Council proudly prints this 
magazine on recycled paper.  
The paper stock is 100% recycled 
recovered fibre according to the FSC® 
process, derived from sustainable sources. 
It is manufactured by an ISO 14001 certified 
mill, which ensures best environmental 
management systems.

ISO 14001:2015
Certificate No. AEN1106

REGISTERED COMPANY
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Cover image:  
Cliff Ryan, Photo by Mark Bond.

What I love the most about being Mayor is being with people in our 
community - getting to know them, hearing their stories and joining 
in, whatever they might be doing.

I’ve had some exceptional experiences and two of them are 
documented in this issue of Scene. I met the groups of volunteers 
who planted more than 1700 trees, native shrubs and ground cover 
plants as part of Plant With Us (page 13). We’re holding monthly 
events until November this year and I encourage you to set aside an 
hour (or more) to get involved.

A few days later I spent time at Yarra Bay, participating in the mullet 
run (page 6). And yes, I rolled up my sleeves to help pull in the nets 
and sort the fish. I’m pleased to see this valuable cultural practice 
is returning to La Perouse because it draws together an entire 
community who get to experience something special – just as their 
fathers, grandfathers and great-grandfathers did.

The Coffee Club, which meets weekly at the Des Renford Leisure 
Centre, offers swimmers the chance to meet regularly, get stroke 
correction tips from a champion swimmer and warm up afterwards 
with a hot coffee. I didn’t join them on the morning we took photos – 
it was 13°! – but I think it’s fantastic that these swimmers have found 
strong friendships here. 

We’ve also released our draft Operational Plan and Budget (page 
8) to the community and hope you’ll take a look and provide us with 
your thoughts. It outlines what we plan to do, build and create for 
the next 12 months. Part of that will be the Heffron Centre (page 10), 
which will see young athletes training and playing right alongside the 
Rabbitohs. What a great inspiration for all our young athletes.

As always, I hope you enjoy this issue of Scene and I look forward to 
seeing you out and about.

Danny Said 
Mayor of Randwick

Use the Snap Send Solve app to report any issues or problems to Council.

Reports using Snap Send Solve take less than 30 seconds to make.

1. Open the App

2. Confirm your location

3. Select the incident type

4. Take a photo of the issue

5. Fill out notes and any additional fields

6. Send report

Use this QR code 
to download

See a problem, 
solve a problem

Joining our community



4 5

S C E N E  W I N T E R  2 0 2 1

New glasshouse for nursery
After many years of faithful service (and hundreds of thousands of plants) the time 
has come for our Nursery to upgrade its glasshouses. The old structures will be 
replaced with more modern automated structures, to aid growing even higher 
quality plants for the community. The Randwick Community Nursery is located at 
2B Barker Street, Kingsford and specialises in native and local-friendly plants.

Watch out for 
wombats!
Pedestrian safety will be improved 
at 29 locations across Randwick 
City with the construction of new 
raised crossings known as ‘wombat’ 
crossings and pedestrian refuge 
islands as well as the installation of 
new traffic signals at a known collision 
blackspot in Randwick City.

The projects will be undertaken 
throughout 2021 and 2022 as part  
of a $4.375M grant recently awarded 
to Council under the Federal  
Stimulus Road Safety Program  
School Zones project.

 

news  
in brief
 
Sign up to eNews 
for your weekly fix 
of Randwick Council 
news, projects,  
events and more. 
 
randwick.nsw.gov.au/enews

New, larger caddy liners
We’re well and truly getting into the swing of FOGO since the new food 
and garden waste collection service started in March. We will soon 
deliver a new pack of 52 liners to every resident’s letterbox. These are 
larger than previous bags and fit the caddies well. If you need additional 
caddy liners you can pick them up from our libraries, Customer Service 
building (30 Frances Street, Randwick) and Recycling Centre (72 Perry 
St Matraville). Alternatively, if you would like to purchase your own 
bags, please make sure they have the compostable certification and are 
green in colour. Paper bags are also accepted in the FOGO bin.

How to get a quick fix
You can now use the Snap Send Solve app to report any problems you may come 
across while out and about in Randwick City. It’s the quick and easy way to notify 
us of any problems so we can resolve them. 

Issues that we can attend to include damaged footpaths, dumped rubbish, broken 
playground equipment, potholes, graffiti or abandoned cars.

The app, which is free to download on Apple and Android phones, allows you to 
take a photo of an issue or provide feedback and send it to us straight away. Your 
phone’s GPS will tag the location of the problem so we know where to find it. You’ll 
be provided with a Customer Request Number so you can follow up if you have 
further enquiries.

Updating a piece 
of history
Starting in August, we will 
undertake a small project to 
refurbish the existing fence 
surrounding the La Perouse 
Monument. The new fence will 
retain the look and feel of the 
existing fencing, which is old 
and rusting, so that it maintains 
its historical value. Historic 
photographs of the site were used 
to determine the original design of 
the fence. The replacement fence 
is based on its earliest known 
appearance and configuration. The 
new fence will be reconstructed 
using traditional iron work methods. 

Don’t forget 
to vote!
The 2021 NSW Local Government 
elections will be held this year on 
Saturday 4 September. The elections 
were delayed in 2020 due to the 
coronavirus, which limited potential 
candidate’s abilities to campaign. 
Voting is compulsory, so make sure 
you mark the date in your diary so  
you don’t forget. To check your 
enrolment details, register to vote or 
find where you can vote, head to  
elections.nsw.gov.au/lge21

Take a load off
If you’ve visited the La Perouse Museum or Randwick Environment Centre 
recently, you may have been tempted to take a seat and put your feet up. Our 
new temporary and moveable log seats have been delighting visitors since they 
were first unveiled in late April. Hand painted by students from the La Perouse 
Public School with images of local flowers and animals, these seats are a 
celebration of creativity and our local area. Painting the log seats was made 
possible thanks to the NSW Government’s Festival of Place Summer Fund.

Lost pets

Cars taking two 
parking spots

Litter on our beaches

Thumbs  
down

Thumbs  
up 
Warm ocean temps

Have your say on  
our Budget

Winter sports

N E W S

See you on the cycleway
A new temporary cycleway, delivered by 
Transport NSW and Randwick City Council, has 
opened along High Street, Randwick, providing a 
safe, reliable transport option for those choosing 
active transport around Randwick City.

The new route, which runs from Anzac Parade 
to Wansey Road, connects key areas, such as 
the Randwick town centre and light rail terminus 
with the Kingsford and Kensington town centres 
as well as UNSW and NIDA, via existing shared 
paths along Wansey Road and Anzac Parade.

The pop-up cycleway supports Council’s aim 
to create better active transport links around 
the City, and installing more cycleways to make 
walking and cycling a safer, more inviting option 
for residents.

Mayor Danny Said (centre) about to ride the High Street cycleway.

Randwick Community Nursery.

Caddy liners will be delivered  
to letterboxes.

La Perouse Monument.

Detail of fencing.

Painted log seating at La Perouse Public School.
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The mullet run, which typically happens from March 
to June each year, is when the fish make their yearly 
migration from rivers and estuaries to the open ocean. 
Before they reach the sea, though, the La Perouse 
community throw out the fishing net to catch a haul and 
share it between families. Chelsea Hunter is hooked.

F I S H I N G  S C E N E

Net gain

It starts with a flash of silver. A few 
seconds later a fish leaps from 
the calm waters of Yarra Bay, then 

another and another. Spotters located at 
the top of a sand dune look out across 
the bay and detect ripples in the water 
moving against the direction of the wind. 
It can mean only one thing – a school 
of mullet is moving from the sheltered 
waters of the shoreline reef and into the 
shallows. The mullet run is on!

A whistle from the dunes to a two-man 
crew in a dinghy says it’s time to start 
rowing and let out the nets, while a 
third fisher remains on the sand to act 
as an anchor for the net.

The boat slowly makes an arc, 
surrounding the school of oily fish 
and draping them with a net that 
pulls them towards the shore and 
the waiting hands of eager fishers, 
keen to pull them from the net 
and put them on the cookfire. 

This is a practice that has played 
out for generation after generation 
in La Perouse. “This is how we 
survived when there wasn’t work 
for Aboriginals,” says Glenn Cooley. 
“We’ve been doing it for as long as I 
can remember.”

Many families in the area can trace 
their lineage to before the arrival of 
French explorer Lapérouse and Captain 
Cook. Their proximity to the coast 

meant they were skilled fishers, and 
those skills have been continuously 
handed down for hundreds of years.

Until 1980, when fishing licences 
were denied to Indigenous fishers, 
meaning they were cut off not just 
from their livelihood but from a 
significant cultural practice that 
involves the whole community. The 
mullet run is not just the chance to 
enjoy fresh fish cooked on coals 
and eaten metres from the water. 
The entire haul is shared amongst 
families and taken home, while the 
rest used to be sold to fish markets. 
Fishermen used to earn enough in 
that three- to four-month period to 
support the family for most of the year.

“When we lost our fishing licences, 
a lot of families suffered. Our family 
suffered,” says Bill Cooley. “Fishing 
kept us healthy, it gave us three to 
four months of constant exercise, 
we ate well, we were OK financially. 
When we couldn’t fish anymore, 
our dads and uncles started 
getting sick and community health 
declined. Our family have been 

fishermen since 1850 but when we 
were refused a fishing licence, we 
watched our parents deteriorate, 
the financial struggle became a real 
struggle, we lost a way of life.”

In 2011, the state government 
reintroduced permits that allowed 
fishing for cultural practices, which 
gave this community the chance to 
take part in the annual mullet run once 
more. “When the families said they 
were going to do it again, I said ‘I’m 
in, I’m in’. I’ve got two bad hips and 
two bad shoulders, but I’ll battle the 
soreness just to get this going again,” 
says Glenn Cooley. 

On this particular cold and sunny 
morning, around a dozen men from 
the community have turned up to help 
haul the nets, as well as half a dozen 
students from Matraville High School. 
While the men keep an eye on the 
water, the teens collect sticks for the 
fire and get it lit. Later, they help to 
bring in the net, throw back the fish 
that are too small and prep the net for 
the next haul.

“I was a fisherman from when I was 
a kid,” says 74-year old La Perouse 
Elder, Cliff Ryan. “It means the whole 
world to me that I can come down here 
and see these kids learning how to 
fish. I’ve been mentoring for 50 years. 

Robert (Cooley) and the rest who have 
come through already, they’re still 
interested in mentoring the kids too.

“We teach them how to spot the fish, 
and if you’re the spotter you’ve got 
to know when to send the rowboat 
around because if you go too early 
or too late you’ll miss the fish,” Cliff 
continues. “We teach them how to 
track the fish, how to send the net out 
and put it back on the boat properly, 
they’re the skills we’re passing on. It’s 
changed a bit, but it’s just fantastic to 
see these kids here.”

The real value of the mullet run is 
about protecting and handing down 
skills and cultural values that are so 
vital to Aboriginal communities. While 
the La Perouse Aboriginal United 
Men’s Corporation were responsible 
for pursuing the appropriate fishing 
licence, Randwick Council was 
able to assist by bringing together 
relevant stakeholders, providing 
easy access to beaches and helping 
to create COVID-safe plans so the 
activity was able to be carried out 
in 2020 during the pandemic.

Hopefully, this is just the start of the 
story. There are many more fishing 
skills and practices that the younger 
generation at La Perouse have yet 
to experience, and that the older 

generations are keen to share. “Hauling 
was not the only fishing that our fathers 
and grandfathers did,” says Bill. “There 
were set nets, marking, night fishing. 
We’re hoping, down the track, that we 
might get the opportunity to start doing 
that again and fish all year around. Not 
just this time of year for mullet.”

It takes a team to bring the net, and the haul, on to the beach.

Robert Cooley rows while Harley Lester lets out the net.

Bill Cooley.

“ The real value of the mullet 
run is about protecting and 
handing down skills and 
cultural values.”

Robert Cooley.
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Budgeting. It’s a word that makes 
many of us tremor with dread. 
We all know we have to manage 

our finances, but some of us are better 
at it than others! 

Whether it’s a personal budget or a 
household budget, most of us follow (or 
at least know we should follow) some 
basic principles. Don’t spend more than 
you earn. Ensure you have savings for 
the unexpected. Plan your expenditure. 
Only take on ‘good’ debt etc.

And it’s similar with Council – albeit on 
a larger scale.

Each year Council prepares an 
Operational Plan and Budget for the 
coming year which outlines what we’re 
going to do and how it will be funded.

Most of the projects and activities 
proposed each year are an outcome 
of long-term community engagement 
through our integrated planning 
process – our four-year Delivery 
Program, long-term Informing 
Strategies and our 10-year City Plan.

Fortunately, Council’s finances are in a 
strong and sound position – managed 
by an inhouse team of financial experts 
(we meet all seven Office of Local 
Government financial indicators for a 
financially healthy council).

In 2021-22 we are forecasting a total 
operating revenue of almost $181M 
and expenditure of $165M leaving a 
healthy surplus of almost $16M. 

The Our Community Our Future Special 
Rate Variation that has been in place 
for the past three years is ending – 
which means rate increases revert to 
the standard State Government set 
rate peg of just 2%.

Despite this low rate increase, 
Council’s revenue is forecast to be up 
due to a number of State and Federal 
Government grants and Council 
borrowings which will help fund a very 
healthy $85M capital works program – 
our largest ever.

The largest project set to commence 
construction is the $58M Heffron 

Centre in Maroubra. This project will 
see the demolition of two 1940s era 
warehouses and construction of new 
state-of-the-art facilities including 
an indoor sports centre, gymnastics 
centre and a new home for the South 
Sydney Rabbitohs (see story p10).

Funding for the Heffron Centre includes 
$26M in government grants and 
Rabbitohs contributions and $19M in 
borrowings by Randwick Council.

While borrowing money is sometimes 
frowned upon, it can actually be a 
sensible financial decision. 

Why? Currently money is cheap with 
Government-backed low interest 
loans available to councils. Secondly 
councils are actively encouraged 

B U D G E T  S C E N E

Bang for 
your buck
Randwick Council’s Operational Plan & Budget for 2021-22 
is big on value with a record investment in new capital 
improvement projects for the community. Joshua Hay gets  
to the bottom line to find out what’s planned for you in the 
coming 12 months.

What’s happening in your suburb?

to take on ‘good’ debt – ie funds 
to renew or create new community 
infrastructure. And thirdly, borrowing 
rather than saving up funds, ensures 
today’s ratepayers get to use and enjoy 
the facilities they are paying for. 

“Strong, considered and balanced” is 
what Randwick Mayor Danny Said calls 
the Budget.

And with 47 footpath upgrades 
planned, 33 road upgrades and a 
dedicated team of Council staff caring 
for Randwick City’s parks and reserves 
and providing great services and 
events, Budget 2021-22 is a step in the 
right direction.

How it affects you

RATES Up by 2% State Gov 
set rate peg (Our Community 
Our Future Special Rate  
Variation has now ended).

DOMESTIC WASTE CHARGE
Up by $19.35 to $624.10 pa.

Clovelly

•  Planning for future works to upgrade 

and improve the Burrows Park 

amenities and sports fields.

•  Pop up winter pedal park at  

Clovelly Beach.

•  Design works for improvements at 

Burnie Street as part of the Clovelly 

Road Masterplan.

• Burnie Park playground works.

Coogee

•  Planning for upgrade of Coogee  

bus shelter, toilets and kiosk.

•  New permanent toilets to  

replace temporary facilities in 

Dunningham Reserve. 

•  New lighting at Coogee Oval.

Kensington & Kingsford

•  Construction of a new public plaza 

on the corner of Anzac Parade and 

Meeks St in Kingsford.

•  Fitzpatrick Park playground upgrade.

La Perouse, Chifley, 
Phillip Bay and Little Bay

•  Restoration of the 1788 anchor from 

Lapérouse’s ship L’Astrolabe for 

display at La Perouse Museum.

•  Planning works for a new youth 

facility and Administrative Centre for 

La Perouse Aboriginal Land Council.

•  Restoration of Pere Receveur 

monument and fence.

•  Outdoor shower and accessibility 

improvements at Yarra Bay Beach.

•  Landscaping works at Frenchmans 

Bay near playground.

•  Construction of Anzac Parade 

monument at La Perouse.

Malabar
•  Construction of amenities facility for 

users of Malabar Ocean Pool. 

•  New decking panel around Malabar 
Ocean Pool.

•  Signalised intersection at Anzac 
Parade and Franklin Street accident 
black spot intersection.

•  Ella Reserve Playground upgrade.

Maroubra
•  Construction of the Heffron Centre 

which includes a new indoor sports 
centre, gymnastics centre and 
headquarters for the South Sydney 
Rabbitohs.

•  New splash park at Des Renford 
Leisure Centre.

•  Outdoor gym at Snape Park.

•  New synthetic playing field at  
Coral Sea Park.

•  Maroubra Surf Club upgrade.

•  Lionel Bowen Library lift upgrade.

•  Planning for Snape Park amenities 
building upgrade.

•  Design works for Heffron Park 
criterion upgrade.

•  New decking at Mahon Pool.

Matraville
•  Matraville town centre  

upgrade works.

•  Outdoor gym at Barwon Park.

•  New roundabout on Knowles Ave.

•  New Youth and Cultural Hall on 
Knowles Avenue.

Randwick
•  New arts centre and exhibition space 

at Blenheim House in Randwick.

•  Undergrounding of powerlines and 
urban landscape improvements at  
at The Spot, Randwick.

A splash park is planned to be built at 
DRLC in Maroubra.

Winter pop up pedal parks are planned for Clovelly 
Beach car park and Chifley Sports Reserve.

“ Funding includes new 
sporting facilities, splash 
parks, community buildings, 
outdoor gyms, tree  
plantings, playgrounds  
and arts centres.”

“ Randwick Council, like 
many organisations, has 
not been immune from the 
effects of COVID-19,” says 
the Mayor. “But this Budget 
is about getting us back 
on track doing what we do 
best – delivering for our 
community.”Blenheim House, Randwick.
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Architecturally inspired by the 
dunes of Maroubra and driven 
by the spirit of the community 

and sporting dreams, the Development 
Application for the Heffron Centre 
has now been approved and is set to 
change the future of local sport. 

Located on the Bunnerong Road side 
of Heffron Park, this state-of-the-art 
sporting facility is designed for the 
future. The Heffron Centre will feature a 
brand new indoor multi-purpose sports 
centre with two halls to accommodate 
netball, basketball, badminton, 
volleyball and indoor futsal.

A new dedicated gymnastics centre 
will provide 33 per cent more 
space than the existing building for 
budding gymnasts to train and much-

needed air-conditioning for Mum 
and Dad waiting on the sidelines. 
The gymnastics centre will also 
include dedicated changerooms and 
bathrooms, separate to the sports 
centre to ensure safety for children  
and guests. 

Alongside our young athletes will be 
the elite sportsmen and women of 
the South Sydney Rabbitohs. Their 
community and high-performance 
centre will include a classroom, video 
theatre and media production studio 
to support Souths Cares’ growing 
educational and community programs. 
Bunnies fans can drop into the 
merchandise outlet and load up, whilst 
reminiscing on the game’s greats in 
sporting ‘Hall of Fame’. The rugby 
league level training field will include 
spectator areas to watch training in 
action. 

“You don’t get an opportunity like this 
very often, to provide a state-of-the-art 
sporting facility and at the same time 
deliver social benefits that tap into 
the proud and almost spiritual link the 
Rabbitohs have with our community,” 
explains Mayor Said.

The Heffron Centre will deliver more 
than 200 jobs during construction, and 
more than 60 ongoing jobs through 
the operation of the facility. Subject to 
appointing a builder, construction is 
anticipated to commence in mid-2021, 
with doors to open in late 2022.

The design has been influenced by 
the 130 items of feedback collected 
from the community in April 2020. The 
community told us loud and clear that 
sustainability should be at the forefront 
of the design. Rooftop solar panels 
and rainwater capture will recycle 
water into the facility and support the 
native plantings and mature trees.

Field of 
dreams

The new Heffron Centre, 
which is due to open late 
2022, not only brings the 
Rabbitohs home, it sets up  
a world of opportunities  
for our young local athletes.

Value for money 
The Heffron Centre is largely funded through 
borrowings and over $22M in Federal, State and 
Rabbitohs funding. The Centre will continue to be a 
public asset owned by Council and leased out to the 
Rabbitohs and other sports operators. 

A part of Heffron Park
Native landscaping and grassy mounds will blend the 
sculptural building into the park. 

Going green
Energy and water efficient design with smart sensors, 
rooftop water capture and solar panels. 

Bicycle-friendly 
Spectator areas will offer prime viewing over the 
popular Criterium track, and bicycle parking will be 
available for cyclists.

Being a good neighbour
Over 200 car parks spaces are provided and careful 
lighting design to minimise impacts on surrounding 
neighbours. 

Café and chill
A café and outdoor plaza will be the perfect spot to 
meet friends and take a break. 

Artist impressions (clockwise from left): NRL showcase field; public 
outdoor cafe; gymnastics centre; indoor sports centre; aerial view 
looking south; entrance and cafe.

Take a tour of the  
Heffron Centre 
Scan the  
QR code  
to fly- 
through  
the Heffron 
Centre. 

S P O R T I N G  S C E N E
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There’s no shortage of people 
who want to get their hands 
dirty, it seems. On a brisk 

morning in April, more than 100 
volunteers gather at Heffron Park in 
Maroubra to pull on some gloves, 
pick up a trowel or shovel, dig some 
holes and plant some shrubs.

There are high schoolers from Sydney 
Boys High, mums with kids, community 
volunteers and a group of corporate 
volunteers who have been working 
together for the past year but, on this 
sunny morning, they get to meet each 
other face to face for the first time. 
The opportunity to plant natives and 
increase our tree canopy is connecting 
people in unexpected ways!

The Plant With Us events are monthly 
occasions to not just spend an hour 
or so getting back to nature, they’re 
helping us to increase by 60% the 
number of native and indigenous 
plantings across Randwick City by 2030.

We’re able to do this thanks to a grant 
from the Department of Planning 
Industry and Environment, called 
Greening our City Premier’s Priority. 
The aim of the grant is to increase 
the tree canopy and green cover 
across Greater Sydney to create a 
sustainable, liveable and cooler city.

Plant with us!
With the funding, we’re hosting a 
series of community workshops across 
24 sites, which have been selected 
for their revegetation potential, to 
plant approximately 6000 native and 
indigenous grasses, ground covers, 
shrubs and small trees to contribute 
to improved shade and habitat. Plus, 
we’re helping to increase urban canopy 
and reduce heat island impacts across 
the southern and central suburbs of 
Randwick City.

Working to achieve our environmental objectives, the Plant 
With Us program is in full swing! Come along, meet some 
new friends and enjoy some fun in the dirt.

Soil mates

If you drop by DRLC on a Tuesday 
or Thursday morning around 8am, 
you’re likely to see a group of 

people in the outdoor pool swimming 
laps and getting coached from the 
side. You’d be forgiven for thinking 
they were in training for an upcoming 
swim competition. Stroke correction, 
lap counting, and bilateral breathing 
is all taking place. The one difference? 
They’re in it for the coffee.

In the early nineties, Des Renford 
started this group, known as the 
Coffee Club. Des was encouraged by 
Terry Buck, the licensee and coach at 
the pool at the time. Terry could see 
there was an opportunity to create a 
swimming club for all – something to 
help guide casual swimmers and help 
create community. 

Des wasn’t so sure but he decided to 
give it a go. After the very first club 
meeting, when only one swimmer 

showed up, Des was going to throw 
in the towel, but Terry encouraged 
him to keep going. It wasn’t long 
before the club gained momentum, at 
one point having between 60 and 70 
swimmers. Not everyone shows up 
at the same time, thankfully, and Des 
was always recruiting new members. 

When Des passed away in 1999, the 
club was taken over by Des’s long time 
good mate, Patrick Manning. Pat was 
equally committed to the club – he was 
there to coach, encourage and cheer 
along his swimmers and he, too, was 
always looking for new recruits. Beware 
the silver-haired swimmer enjoying a 
few quiet laps on their own. Pat would 
suggest a drop-in visit to the Coffee 
Club to whoever he thought could be 

swayed. Pat was a much-loved coach 
and mentor and he ran the club for 20 
years, until he passed away in January 
2020. The grandstand at the indoor 
pool has been named in his honour. 

Today the club is still going, and it 
is now proudly run by members of 
the DRLC staff. The concept is the 
same. Drop in for a swim, receive 
some coaching advice while you 
swim, swim at your own pace, then 
join your fellow swimmers for what 
is perhaps the most important part 
of the day – a cuppa and a chat. 

It doesn’t get much better than that. 

An early morning swim followed by a cuppa with some 
friends - have we just described the perfect way to start 
the day? Jillian Lewis thinks so.

Join the  
Coffee Club

Come along!

If you think there’s something 
brewing here, we encourage you 
to come along and give the Coffee 
Club a try. It is open for all, no 
matter your ability. Just drop in.

Where:  
 DRLC, Corner Robey Street and 
Jersey Road, Maroubra

When: 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8am – 9am

Cost per visit: 
$10/$8.50 Concession

Join us
We’d love you to come along and 
be part of one of our Plant With 
Us events. The remaining dates of 
the program are:

SATURDAY 5 JUNE 
Woomera and Bunnerong Road,  
Little Bay

SUNDAY 1 AUGUST 
Barwon Park, Matraville

SUNDAY 15 AUGUST 
Pioneers Park, Malabar

FRIDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 
Arthur Byrne Reserve, Maroubra

FRIDAY 8 OCTOBER 
Heffron Park, Maroubra

THURSDAY 11 NOVEMBER 
Barwon Park, Matraville

To join in, visit our website  
to register.

In it for the coffee and conversation as well as the stroke correction.

John Keevers

“ That’s how the Coffee Club 
was born – a swimming  
group for all, no matter  
your age or ability.”

Volunteer, Jacqueline, digs in.

Deputy Mayor Philipa Veitch and Mayor Danny Said.
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KADOO FIRST  
CONTACT TOUR
When: 25 September
Time: 11am-12.30pm

Where: La Perouse Museum,  
Anzac Parade, La Perouse

Cost: $20
Bookings required: 

randwick.nsw.gov.au

SHELL IT: BOOMALLI  
AT LA PEROUSE
When: Until 29 August

Cost: Free
Where: La Perouse Museum,  
Anzac Parade, La Perouse

RANDWICK CITY  
LIBRARY CELEBRATES 

70 EXHIBITION
When: 27 August – 31 October

Time: During library opening hours
Where: Lionel Bowen Library, 

Maroubra
Cost: Free

CELEBRATING  
CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 

AT THE LIBRARY
When: 21-27 August

Time: Various events for children of all 
ages during library opening hours

Cost: Free
Where: All three library branches

Bookings required: 
randwick.nsw.gov/library

For more information on events visit randwick.nsw.gov.au or call 1300 722 542

June to September 2021

PLANT WITH US
When: Saturday 5 June

Time: 2 sessions 
8.30-10.30am and 11am-1pm

Where: Woomera and Bunnerong 
Road, Little Bay

Cost: Free
Bookings required: 

randwick.nsw.gov.au

GARDENING ON  
THE WILDSIDE

When: Fridays July 16 – Sept 17
Time: 1.30-4.00pm

Where: Randwick Sustainability Hub, 
27 Munda Street, Randwick

Cost: $44 or free for  
Permabee volunteers
Bookings required: 

randwick.nsw.gov.au

What’s on

A very special exhibition has found 
a home in La Perouse Museum. 
Curated by Boomalli curator, 

Kyra Kum-Sing, a Malera Bandjalan, 
Mitakoodi woman, SHELL IT celebrates 
Aboriginal art and pays homage to 
the shell artists of La Perouse. And 
while the artworks themselves are 
breathtaking, it’s the stories behind 
them that will really make you smile. 

An unassuming old coin collection in a 
glass cabinet tells the story of Aboriginal 
kids swimming under the bridge at 
Bare Island. As white folk passed over 
the bridge, the kids would yell “Mr Sir, 
throw us a coin!” and kids would swim 
to the ocean floor, storing coins in their 
mouths until they reached the shore. 
“I remember those stories from when 
I was kid. Even though our Aboriginal 
communities have had their difficulties, 
they still knew how to have a good time, 
and I thought it was important to show 
that part of their story,” says Kyra.

Although born on Bandjalan country, 
Kyra also calls La Perouse home. “I 
went to school at La Perouse and 
because I wasn’t originally from this 
country, I really wanted to celebrate 
the La Perouse community because 
that mob taught me so much. In small 
country towns, there was little work for 
Aboriginal people, so La Perouse was 
a safe haven for us.” 

In the middle of the exhibition space 
is a large painting by Blak Douglas of 
Esme Timbery, who comes from a long 
line of shell workers from the Aboriginal 
mission community of La Perouse. 
Shellwork has been passed down to 
Esme from her great-grandmother, 
Queen Emma Timbery, a revered artist 
whose shellworks were exhibited and 
collected in London in 1910. The art 
practice dates back to the end of the 
19th century, and would be sold by the 
women who practiced it. 

Missionaries working in the La Perouse 
community eventually encouraged 
women to take advantage of the 
tourism market and sell their shellworks 
as souvenirs. For many Aboriginal 
families, the sale of shellwork ended 
up becoming their only source of cash 
income. Esme Timbery, who recently 

turned 90, has had her shellwork in 
some of Australia’s biggest museums 
and galleries, including the National 
Museum of Australia and the Art 
Gallery of NSW. “It felt fitting to put her 
in the middle of the gallery because of 
the amount of work she has done for 
this community,” says Kyra. 

Another special piece is Shoes, a 
small pair of baby slippers studded 
with tiny shells, made by an unknown 
student from Matraville. Courtesy of Ray 
Longbottom, the shoes pay homage 
to sisters Mavis Longbottom and 
Lola Ryan who used to run shellwork 
workshops in Sydney schools. Although 
very cute to look at, shellworked shoes 
were a reminder of the ‘disappeared’ 
Aboriginal children who were part of the 
Stolen Generations. 

Through the thoughtful and personal 
curation of Kyra, SHELL IT achieves 
several things. It introduces the best 
of traditional and contemporary First 
Nations art to audiences, it honours the 
depth and breadth of artistic traditions 
from La Perouse, and through some 
very moving works, it honours the 
iconic cultural tradition of La Perouse 
shellwork, passed down from mother 
to daughter over generations. 

So, it’s time for you to organise a day 
out in La Perouse and view this unique 
artform for yourself. 

SHELL IT is running until 29 August 
and select artworks are for sale.

Shellwork began as Aboriginal women’s craft work but 
ended up in art galleries across the world. A new exhibition 
at La Perouse Museum called SHELL IT pays homage to 
these revered artists. Carmen Rotolo looks around.

SHELL IT 
A Boomalli 
exhibition at 
La Perouse 
Museum.

Painting of Esme Timbery.




