STRUGGLETOWN
Heritage Conservation Area

One of the earliest settlements in Randwick, it includes a number of mid nineteenth
cottages and stables buildings associated with the horse racing industry.

The Struggletown Conservation Area consists of several street blocks of housing and stables
between Young Street, Barker Street and Botany Street in Randwick.

What is the area’s significance?
Aesthetic Significance:

The conservation area has a streetscape character which differs markedly from other parts of
Randwick. The conservation area has a rectilinear layout of narrow streets with sandstone
kerbing, on a flat topography. Building allotments are narrow and buildings are set back a
small distance from the streets.

Many of the buildings in the conservation area are single-fronted weatherboard, stone or brick
Victorian Georgian workers’ cottages. There are also cottages from the Federation period, in
Bungalow or Georgian style and the Inter-War period.

There is a small grouping of Federation and Inter-War period shops, at the corner of Barker
Street and Jane Street.

The range of housing types and styles is complemented by stables buildings, often at the rear
of sites. The Newmarket Complex, on the eastern side of Young Street, is not in the
conservation area. However, the trees and buildings on the site, including the Big Stable, and
the main residence, make a major contribution to the visual amenity of the conservation area
and its character as a precinct for the horse racing industry.

Historic Significance:

The conservation area has historic significance as one of the earliest settlements in the
Randwick City area, and its connection with Simeon Pearce. Pearce created a market garden
here in the 1850’s. Stone cottages were constructed by Pearce for his workers from the late
1850’s onwards. Many of the early inhabitants were domestic workers who were employed
locally by middle and upper class residents of Randwick. St Jude’s Mission Hall, on the north-
east corner of Jane and Middle Streets, was built on land granted by Pearce for the building of
a church for the community.

In the 1860’s Struggletown became a centre for the horse racing industry. More stabling was
introduced into the area when the Sydney Omnibus Company moved its operations to the
Newmarket complex, in 1870.

The primary uses of the conservation area for housing and the horse racing industry, have
continued throughout the twentieth century. The Randwick Equine Centre, on the block
between Jane Street, Middle Street, Young Street and Barker Street, is currently the largest
horse racing establishment within the conservation area.



Social Significance:

The conservation area has social significance for local residents and the wider Randwick
community. The area is well recognized for its streetscape qualities, its rare Victorian period
workers’ housing, and its long-term associations with the horse racing industry.

Themes Represented:
The following historical themes, identified in the 1989 Randwick Heritage Study, are directly

illustrated in the conservation area:

e Speculation and promotion
e Industry and commerce
e Suburbanisation

The following themes are indirectly represented:

¢ Modifying the landscape
e Transport and communications
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