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Precinct Matraville Precinct Minutes of General Meeting 

 
Date, meeting time and 
venue 

10 May 2021, 7pm at Matraville RSL Club 

1. Welcome by Chair Steve McAndrew, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Attendance: 33 residents: Steve McAndrew, Terry Campbell, Gerry Constantinou, Anne Coupe, 

Ashley Coupe, Deb McAndrew, Anthony O’Flynn, Greg Garvin, Dee Cullen, Rod 
Fernandez, Simon Vanny, Gareth Tapping, Cr Noel D’Souza, Geoff George, Shelly 
Silberman, Sargon Barkher, Ernie Garofano, Brad Dunn, Greg Lincoln, David 
Power, Serge Jancevic, Andrew Thompson, Daniela Solomon, Charles Abela (Bays 
& Beaches precinct), Craig Scanner , Dominic Squadrito, Dean Quirke, John 
Molony, David Smith, Debbie Collen, Andrea Weress, Danielle Wood, Michael 
Livermore, Judith Mood, Barry Mood, Cr Danny Said, Jo Chittick, Minute taker   

3. Apologies: Judith & Ian Levitt, Judith Flitcroft, Cr Carlos Da Rocha, Carla and Richard 
Smolenski, Carolyn Hook, Norma Jullian, Charles and Cecilia George, Rebecca 
Vanney, Gary Leafe, Chris Hanson, Sue Kolster, Spencer Harrop, Kerry Edwards 

4. Declaration of 
interests: 

Nil 

5. Confirmation of 
previous minutes: 

Minutes from April meeting were confirmed.  

6. Correspondence Nil 
 

7. Business arising Nil 
8. General business: Opal Incinerator Update: 

 
Steve updated the meeting: 

Chris Hanson unable to attend meeting, thus is an apology, so Steve is updating 
the meeting in his absence: 

The No More Incinerators (NMI) group has now been officially formed and incorporated 
complete with an executive committee, (Treasurer, Secretary. Project Manager) and 
committee members. A bank account has been created for funding purposes. The main 
objective of NMI group is to support Matraville Precinct in their fight, and to target and attack 
the broader incinerator issues occurring in Sydney. Matraville Precinct and NMI are different 
entities but support each other, with the Chair and Secretary of the Precinct on the NMI 
committee. MP will continue to fight the local issue, and enjoys the support of Randwick 
council, which has done a great job for us. MP has been and continues to be supported by 
the Mayor, Danny Said councillors and local politicians. 
NMI is currently trying to get public liability insurance not only for its members but any 
volunteers – this is ongoing at the moment. More T-shirts are being printed. Committee for 
NMI is extremely strong and will support MP. 
Currently trying to get some grants and has applied for a Ports grant. NMI ALSO supports 
Western Sydney Direct Action (Eastern Creek incinerator). Talking to surf clubs and local 
groups around the area to educate local and wider community and to solicit their support 
A lot going on with the Opal incinerator; it’s not a stand-alone, facility  it’s there to run a 
business. Community gets nothing out of this. 
3 reps attended Suez Community Reference Group (CRG) committee last week. I have lived 
here 62 years, worst thing I’ve seen. Once it goes up, it’s up. Let neighbours know. If they 
think it’s ok, wrong. Won’t be able to sell our homes if it goes up. Needs to be addressed 
right now. People that live in the vicinity of the paper mill will be affected. 
 

• Update from Matraville volunteers attending Suez and Opal’s May 
Community Reference Group (CRG) meeting  
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David updated the group: 
 

They continue to call it the Botany Cogeneration plant (not even Matraville) even though 
address is Matraville, because they know Botany is industrial, thus trying to deflect that its in 
a residential area. 
Each CRG meeting has different consultants to provide information on the incinerator.  This 
current meeting the consultants were the architects who outlined the building itself. 
The building is going to be 45 meters high, with a 15 to 20-meter stack above this with a total 
of 60 to 65 meters, over 100 meters long and 80 meters wide and will face the length of 
Moorina Ave.  Three turbines will operate 24/7 and face the residential and park area. To put 
into perspective 45 meters is 13 stories, thus its taller than the Opera House, taller than the 
Meriton apartments at Eastgardens the current Paper mill stacks are 35 meters, thus the 
building is 10 meters taller than these. Trucks will enter 24/7 via Botany Road and come into 
an enclosed area, unload and exit. It appears that part of the building will be below ground 
level to allow the height of the stack to meet CASA requirements.  They’ve already written to 
CASA.   The Suez designers believe they are going to build a beautiful building. We still don’t 
know what comes out of the top. We’ve got residents, schools, market gardens etc nearby. 
The food there goes all over Sydney. 
Mayor Said commented that if you ask them what comes out of the stack when the winds 
blow, they can’t or won’t answer, and they refuse to answer where the plume will go. 
They said they’ll move the stack as far from residents as possible (a few metres!) 
Nothing to stop Kellogg’s, Orica, ICI,.etc from also getting an incinerator.  
Steve commented that to reduce the noise from the - 3 big turbines that face residents and 
the park, they’re going to build a wall.  
Need to let everyone know it’s not OK; and it will go ahead if we don’t get people on board. 
If it goes up, we’re stuck with it. 
When the EIS is submitted, we need as many submissions as possible. 
Their information/shop front is open Tuesdays and Thursdays plus one Saturday a month, 
but not yet.  Go to the shop front and question them and voice your objection. 
We gave our CRG members14 questions for SUEZ to respond to, but they can’t or won’t 
answer them. They’re getting consultants in to answer them.  
They’re saying it’s completely safe modern technology but it’s not. 
Geoff – if you go into the shop, they have a little drum with waste in it. They don’t know what’s 
in it or the chemical composition. 
Cr D’Souza – met with a magistrate who advised him on 2 options political and legal. This 
was discussed in the last meeting and a resolution put forward for Council to consider this 
and if appropriate take this legal option. 
 
Public liability & accident/injury insurance for volunteers, e.g. handing out 
flyers, etc. – Resolution needed to cover precinct members 

 
Due to this issue we have been limited on what we can do, for example handing out 
flyers Mayor Said advised that Randwick Council, through Josh Hay, 
Communications Manager and Therese Mann General Manager have been in 
negotiation with the Council insurer and the insurer has agreed to cover 20 on rolling 
volunteers with Volunteer insurance.  This only covers volunteers working for the 
Precinct and does not cover defamatory comments or illegal acts. Steve then called 
for and announced we need more volunteers and to email Steve at Precinct. 
– 
Mayor Said advised on following:  
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Chris put a motion for Council to approach Schools for him to give a presentation 
This can’t done as part of the school focus is on recycling. However, we can promote 
through parents, concerned Principals and students who are aware of the stack,  

Council via Josh have agreed to Precinct recommendation that A3 laminated posters 
be printed and about 60 Corflute boards to be produced for garbage bins through 
Matraville, Malabar, some in Maroubra, Randwick.  The NMI website/contact email 
will be included with a stipulation that on their website it has to make a lot of 
references to Matraville and the wider Randwick council area as a local issue. We’ll 
print them now. More rolling strategies will occur as time goes by e.g. mail outs, etc. 
council will help in any way. We might include references to Randwick, e.g. Matraville 
incinerator in Randwick Council.  Bayside Council might now get on board, as they 
have now become aware that the plume will cover Banksmeadow and other nearby 
residents.  

The following residents made the following suggestions with responses: - 
 

Geoff – can you make corflutes for in front of people’s houses? Yes, if people are 
willing to do that.  
Serge –Can flags or banners be made for the various streets?  Yes, but need a rolling 
strategy to build up momentum and then the banners will go up nearer to EIS 
Charles – 20000 stickers for households to be placed on garbage bins Yes that can 
be done. Purcell Park – ground zero. Put posters up around and conduct a rally.  Yes, 
intended to have a Purcell Park opening ceremony in July and utilise this for 
information/rally for residents. 
Cr D’Souza – put something about the incinerator on next rate notice?  - Good idea 
 
Brad Dunn, long term Matraville resident and represents Maritime Union of Australia 
spoke to all attendees citing various ideas and actions for support.  In summary stated 
following:  That after meeting with Chris and being briefed and determining that all 
CUA workers are within 1 km from stack, 24/7 the members are prepared to fight this, 
support the NMI and the Precinct.  To this regard funding will be provided and they 
will go to whatever lengths to fight this. Brad commented that we need community 
awareness, angst and that it needs to be a Sydney basin issue as there are intended 
to be 3 in the basin and thus it’s everyone’s issue. Stated they are willing to have a 
peaceful assembly outside the Suez shop front in Matraville.  Also intimated that it’s 
possible to place bans on the paper mill and Suez so that deliveries and contractual 
work may be affected. It is a community issue that this union is prepared to support.  
 
Steve responded and advised everybody that the Precinct is able to get support and 
funding from Randwick Council as the Precinct is a function of the Council.  The NMI 
is separate to but formed from MP, with the MP supporting the NMI and the NMI 
supporting the MP.  The. Council has done a great job making people around 
Matraville aware. The Council can only help the precinct, but anyone else can help 
NMI. 
 
Traffic/Truck issues Beauchamp Rd – 

Truck movements along Beauchamp Rd – A local residents wanted to raise this but advised 
he could not attend the meeting thus deferred. 
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General Business  
 

• Randwick Council’s operational plan & budget/Matraville - Mayor Said advised 
is on exhibition till 27/5 for comment. 
 
Geoff: 

• On NMI committee, looking for contacts –if anyone can help with contacts/links for 
all surf clubs, contacts in community, want to make contact with Craig Reucassel 
and Dr Karl. If you can please advise Steve who will on forward contacts 

• Landscaping on Beauchamp/Bunnerong Rds particularly at entrance to 
Matraville before Beauchamp Rd– wants something done. Mayor Said responded, 
it’s part of the Matraville masterplan where $150K has been allocated to determine 
what needs to be done and approaches along Bunnerong Rd into Matraville and 
the Matraville centre is included for beautification. To come out in next couple of 
months. Stated near fire station doing some quick fixes, then the big fix. 

 
• Little area between Kemp Ave and Virginia Grove, residents all of a sudden 

being fined for parking where they’ve parked for decades, opposite Australia Ave. 
Cr D’Souza stated that what happened - with new FOGO bins, council and residents 
left out some bins and workers couldn’t get to them, so called local police who 
booked people.  Council looks at that as public land, so technically one can’t park 
on it, but there is a thoroughfare there and residents should have opportunity to 
park on at least one side. Noel pushing forward on that and believed that signage 
will be erected. Noel approached council and requested leniency with some 
leniency being offered and first lot of fines waived but 2nd not. . Mayor Said 
commented - Rangers go because someone’s complained, mainly about boats and 
caravans parking on council parkland. Once it goes to office of state revenue, too 
late.   
 
Resolution 10052021(1): The precinct requests that council look at issuing 
residents permits and making it allowable for residents to park in front of their 
houses in the strip between Virginia Grove and Kemp Avenue. Geoff/Steve 
CARRIED 
 
Charles  

• What is the mechanism for member of public to join NMI? Steve – a committee 
formed, with a Project Manager, Secretary, Treasurer and committee members and 
anyone can volunteer to help with things, handing out flyers etc. Express interest 
on Face Book or come through Steve who will on forward to Chris . 
 
Ashley- Intersection of Bunnerong Rd and Franklin and Perry Sts. 

• What’s happening with the Intersection of Bunnerong Road, Franklin and Perry St.  
Mayor Said responded that some months ago he asked for Council to fund a study 
and conduct an examination of that intersection for a recommendation for changes.  
A recommendation has been made to Transport for NSW (TFNSW) and has been 
agreed to.  The medium strip on Bunnerong Road approaches will be narrowed to 
allow for dedicated right turning lanes.  For this to occur the other lanes will have to 
be made slightly narrower (wide enough for buses), thus allowing 2 dedicated 
straight through lanes.  Parking for shops in the area will not be affected. The traffic 
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lights to be canter-levered over intersection.   Issue now is who will fund it, TFNSW 
or Council or both, should have definitive answer by next meeting. 

•  Moving no stopping sign on Perry Street. -  In recent times the traffic 
flow travelling east on Perry Street at and near intersection of Bunnerong 
Rd has backed up substantially due to vehicles being illegally parked (only 
room for one vehicle) across a driveway (that is not in use) outside a block 
of units in Perry Street.  This is between Baird Avenue and the driveway 
into the Matraville Hotel.  When a vehicle parks in that location traffic backs 
up as only one east bound lane can be used. 
 
Resolution 10052021(2): The precinct requests that the no stopping sign 
currently in front of units in Perry Street between Baird Ave and the 
driveway into the Matraville Hotel to be moved down towards the bus stop 
to prohibit cars parking and allow a free-flowing traffic. Craig/Serge 
CARRIED 

• Bus stop on Australia Ave 
Resolution 1005021(3): The precinct requests that the length of the bus 
zone on the western side of Bunnerong Rd just before Australia Ave be 
extended to give bus drivers more leverage and room to stop and park.  
Gerry/Steve CARRIED 

• Request for funding by council for mobile screens to be located at 
Coogee Beach, Maroubra Beach, etc, to highlight Matraville incinerator 
issue. 
Resolution 10052021(4): The precinct requests council funding for large 
mobile screens to be located around the Council’s beaches (Coogee, 
Maroubra, etc) to highlight the Matraville incinerator issue. Steve/Terry 
CARRIED 
 
Cleanliness issue outside Matraville Hotel and near the Veterinary 
practice across the road – dog issue, along base of building.  
 
Resolution 10052021(5): The precinct requests that council write to and/or 
verbally request the Matraville Hotel, Matraville Veterinary Practice and other 
businesses along Bunnerong Rd to maintain the cleanliness outside their 
businesses. Serge/Steve CARRIED 

9. Other Business: Nil 
 

10. Treasurer’s Report: Nil 
 

11. Next meeting: 14 June 2021 – Matraville RSL, to be confirmed (Steve to email everyone)  
12. Close of meeting: 8.35 pm 
 


