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Responsible cat ownership isone
way that you can help reducethe
cat problem in Audtralia. It
involves taking the following
actions:

1. Desexing your cats

2. Limiting the number of cats
you keep

3. Keeping your cats at home,
either insdethe house or shed or
in an outsiderun, and

4. ldentifying your cats by
micr ochip collar and tag.

Wearing a bell does not stop cats from hunting, as they stalk ther prey
without the bell ringing until the moment they pounce — and then it is too late
for the victim. Baby birds and mammals nesting cannot escape from cats

whether or not they have bells.

Responsible cat ownership benefits cats, cat owners and neighbours as
well aswildlife,

1. Desexed cats are better and more docile pets

2. Cats kept in at night are less likely to be hurt in fights, pick up
diseases, be hit by cars or annoy neighbours

3. Dumped and stray cats are often sick and in bad condition. Animal
welfare agencies have to put 1000’'s of unwanted cats down each year

Randwick City Council alongwith cat welfare agencies such asthe
RSPCA and Cat Protection Societies, encourage responsible cat
owner ship.

Reference: The Endangered Species Unit Audralian Nationa Parks and Wildlife
Sarvice— Catsin Austrdia Fact Sheet 1993.
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