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Bays & Beaches Precinct – AGM and General Meeting 

Date, meeting time and 
venue 
 

29 November 2021, 7pm 
Zoom meeting 

Co-chairs 
 

Peter Fagan and Charles Abela 

Meeting Chair Peter Fagan 
 

Secretary 
 

Eric Ooms 

1. Attendance 14 residents as per attendance book, Steve McAndrew 
(Matraville Precinct), Maria Poulos (Save the Bay Coalition), Jo 
Chittick (minute taker), Josh Hay (Randwick City Council)  

2. Welcome and 
Acknowledgment of 
Country 

Peter welcomed everyone to the Zoom meeting and offered the 
Acknowledgement of Country. 
 

3. Apologies Gail Tring  
4. Declaration of 
interests 

Peter and Charles are members of Botany Mill Community 
Liaison Group (Opal Paper and Recycling,) and Port Botany 
Community Consultative Committee. 
Peter is a member of Botany Cogeneration Plant Community 
Reference Group (Suez and Opal Paper and Recycling, B9 Mill, 
Matraville), Malabar Wastewater Treatment Plant Community 
Consultative Group and Save Yarra Bay Executive. 
Charles is a member of the Friends of La Perouse Museum. 
Carol Abela is President of Friends of La Perouse Museum and 
Malabar Probus Club. 
Bill Burst is a candidate for the Council election (and committed 
to not taking an active part in the meeting)  

5. Minutes of previous 
meeting  

The minutes of the October meeting previously distributed by 
email were accepted. Charles Abela/Susan Graham CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY  

6. Opal Paper Mill 
Cogeneration plant 
("the incinerator" 
proposal) 

Steve McAndrew, Chair of Matraville Precinct updated the 
meeting and thanked Bays & Beaches Precinct for their great 
support. 
 
 10/9 the NSW government and EPA released a policy 

banning all waste to energy incinerators in the Sydney 
Basin, although they highlighted 4 other precincts in NSW 
earmarked for future sites: Lithgow, Parkes, Richmond 
Valley and Southern Goulburn-Mulwaree precincts. They 
also outlined that certain industries will get exemptions from 
the policy, provided they currently use dirty fuel such as coal. 
Companies using clean fuel such as gas and electricity from 
the grid won’t get an exemption. 

 
  NMI requested a meeting, organised by Councillor Noel 

D’Souza, on 28/10. It was attended by EPA deputy chief of 
staff Christian Dunk and head of EPA policy section, Nancy 
Chang. We wanted clarity on the policy, and indication of 



where we stand with OPAL and SUEZ. We know OPAL use 
gas for a fuel source. 

 
 Chris spoke at the meeting, outlining health problems and 

different issues that might arise if we still have incinerators 
outside the Sydney basin, giving statistics and showing the 
plume plot. If they go ahead, emissions from those sites may 
end up in the Sydney basin. Regardless, the EPA staff 
indicated they were sticking with their policy on the basis of 
the report commissioned by the NSW Chief Engineer & 
Scientist from Sydney University and that NMI should “stop 
spreading misinformation”. Chris answered that other groups 
have their own experts providing advice and they will also 
strongly oppose any plans to burn waste in their 
communities. The EPA said nothing is set in stone with 
these locations, but they’ve been earmarked for future 
development. 

 
 Steve then explained about the SUEZ proposal, starting with 

the community forum in 2019 where they wouldn’t tell us 
what was in emissions from the stack, and could not capture 
all the pollutants coming from stack. He explained that the 
stack would be130 metres from homes, day care centres, 
swimming schools and young families. Sheer madness! 
165,000 tonnes of rubbish a year. What’s to stop other 
companies doing the same? Nancy Chang said under the 
current policy, no company that uses clean fuel will be 
eligible for an exemption. Christian Dunk said something will 
be released later in the year that will give us some comfort 
on our issues. 

 
 Councillor D’Souza reiterated what Steve said: We wait with 

baited breath to see what the government comes up with 
next. Watch this space. 

 
 On 3/12 NMI will have T-shirts for sale @ $20 and bumper 

stickers @ $2, trying to raise money. We anticipate the fight 
will go on for a few months. SUEZ hasn’t lodged an EIS yet. 
That’s where we’re at. Peter will try to find out what is 
happening with the Community Reference Group (CRG) – 
will further meetings take place? 

 
 We had a media moment outside the pony club a few weeks 

ago - 50 people including Michael Daley, Matt Thistlethwaite, 
Danny Said, Dylan Parker, Noel D’Souza and Christina 
Curry from Bayside Council attended. As it gets closer, if 
Opal/Suez submit an EIS we will hold a rally. Location not 



finalised yet. 

 
Rose McMillan advised that one of the NMI signs has been 
placed near the pedestrian crossing on Anzac Parade at Pine 
Ave, near the chemist shop. She thought the sign impedes 
vision. Steve will advise Chris Hanson of her concerns. 
 
Peter thanked Steve for his update and encouraged those who 
felt strongly about the issue to give their support to the 
campaign. 
 

7. Kamay Ferry 
Proposal (La Perouse 
to Kurnell) update 
(Maria Poulos Conklin) 

Peter introduced Maria, who is now a Senior Project Officer and 
campaigner for the Australian Conservation Foundation. 

 
Maria recapped on the Kamay Ferry Wharf proposal – Transport 
for NSW is seeking permission to construct a ferry wharf to 
enable the return of the public ferry service to Kurnell, which ran 
until 1974. A 230-metre wharf would be built at Kurnell and a 
180 metre wharf at La Perouse. The project will involve 
construction of footpaths, a sheltered waiting area, 
reconfiguration of the car park, etc. Likely construction time is 
13-18 months. 
 
Since the last meeting, the Department of Planning put the EIS 
on exhibition. 117 submissions were made, most (78) objecting 
to the proposal, 9 on the fence and 17 in support. Issues raised 
– viability of ferry service, is there demand? relation between 
wharf and cruise ship terminal proposal, impact on marine 
biodiversity, noise impact, potential water contamination, traffic 
issues etc. 
 
Since the public display, there have been some refinements. 
Dept of Planning have come back, asking Transport for NSW for 
more information to better understand the impacts on marine 
biodiversity. We’ll follow that closely. 
 
Our assessment is that it’s going to go ahead. A lot of money 
has been set aside and there is a lot of support including from 
the La Perouse Aboriginal Land council. We need to make sure 
there are robust conditions of approval. We have requested a 
meeting (also about the cruise ship proposal for Yarra Bay) with 
Rob Stokes and Matt Keen and will keep you updated. 
 
Charles displayed historical photos of the previous wharf and 
commented on them. They showed  the level of commercial 
activity that used to be there. Charles is concerned that 
commercial and industrial use will return if a substantial wharf is 
constructed and available at La Perouse. 
 
As well as introducing industrial activity to the locality, Charles is 
concerned that the propellors of powerful boats such as tugs, 
rescue launches, pilot boats and police boats would rip the kelp 
out of the beds. 
 



8. Yarra Bay Cruise 
Ship Terminal update 
(Maria Poulos Conklin) 

Maria recapped on the cruise ship terminal proposed by the 
NSW government. Since 2018 they have been preparing a 
detailed business case. When Covid hit in April 2020, it was 
placed on hold for 18 months. The 18 months is now up. Save 
the Bay Coalition are waiting for advice from the government 
about what it plans to do with that business case, which wasn’t 
cancelled and can be reactivated at any point from now on. 
Save the Bay Coalition assumes the NSW Government are 
committed to proceeding with the cruise expansion plan. There 
have been a lot of meetings behind closed doors. Some good 
news in all of this and a glimmer of hope is that there are some 
dissenting views from people such as Transport Minister Rob 
Stokes. 
 
Premier Dominic Perrottet is in favour of the resumption of 
cruising, as are others at the 80% vaccination rate (now 
achieved). Federal Health Minister Greg Hunt said recently the 
Commonwealth was unlikely to end the cruise ban till after 
December. We can assume cruising will be allowed to resume 
early next year, but cruise ships won’t deploy that quickly so we 
have some wriggle room before pressure resumes to increase 
port capacity for cruise ships. 

 
Most NSW ministers are not thrilled about Yarra Bay. If you go 
back to the community forum in 2019, Premier Perrotet actually 
said to the media at the time the community has spoken and we 
need to listen to them. Rob Stokes said in Parliament he 
supports Garden Island. Matt Kean (now Treasurer and Minister 
for Environment) made it clear he doesn’t love Yarra Bay either. 
That’s three. All these stakeholders in recent weeks have been 
saying Garden Island and the Murdoch press in the Telegraph 
editorial, is saying ditch the Yarra Bay plan. However Garden 
Island probably isn’t a possibility because of the Defence 
Minister’s opposition. 
 
What can we as community do to protect Yarra Bay? A whole 
new campaign approach is required. We need to make the case 
that Sydney doesn’t need a new cruise terminal and should use 
existing terminals more intensively. The government should put 
a cap on cruise ships in Sydney and look at solutions other than 
destroying our beaches and bays for the cruise industry. That 
will be our strategy. We will argue very forcefully and we have a 
lot of allies. A newsletter is coming out. 

 
Peter thanked Maria for her updates on the Kamay ferry wharf 
and the cruise terminal proposals. 
 

9. Traffic signage and 
traffic calming / control 
measures proposed by 
Chris & Leela Hanson 
for Prince Henry local 
streets 

Peter presented Chris and Leela Hanson’s suggestions for 
traffic management.  
1. The “Give Way” road markings at the following intersections 
need to be repainted with white, reflectorised paint: 

 Harvey & Jennifer St 
 Harvey St & Brodie Ave 



 Harvey St & Ewing Ave 

There was no objection at the meeting. Peter to ask Chris and 
Leela to follow up with a message to Council. 

2. To prevent drivers doing illegal U-turns and cutting corners - 
install “pencil” median strips at the Jenner, Pine and Brodie Ave 
intersection. 

This was strongly opposed by Susan Graham and also strongly 
opposed by Eric Ooms for the following reason: 

“Aside from my opinion that I am not particularly fussed by 
cars making a turn, because the drivers know that it’s 
illegal and are extra careful doing this, my fear is that, if 
they can’t make a turn, they will turn right into Brodie and 
make a turn in the driveway into the block of flats just 
behind Piccolo Baia. This, I think has much more potential 
for accidents. Drivers are now driving onto the busy 
footpath to make a three-point turn, backing into Brodie. 
Mind you I am not a traffic behavioural expert by any 
means, but I have encountered many more dangerous 
situations in that spot, than I ever did on the intersection 
when a car was turning.” 

In view of the opposition from the Community Association 
(CA)and residents, the Precinct did not consider a resolution 
and will not consider further the Jenner, Pine and Brodie Ave 
intersection. 

3. Installing “pencil” median strips at the following intersections: 

 Harvey and Jennifer St 
 Harvey St & Brodie Ave 
 Harvey St & Ewing Ave 

The attitude of the CA to these suggestions was not clearly 
ascertained at the meeting. Peter to suggest Chris discuss and 
resolve with the CA. The Precinct will not consider this issue 
further. 

4. A street sign for Gull St to be located on Ewing Ave as there’s 
no sign at the moment and it’s hard for visitors to find Gull St. 

This was supported by the CA. Chris and Leela were urged to 
work with the CA to get the street sign made and installed. 
 
5. Some speed limit signs both ways for Brodie and Ewing 
Avenues as particularly Ewing Ave is being used as a race track 
by some motor bike riders and cars. 
 
Susan Graham (CA) is opposed to increasing the level of 
signage within the Community boundaries. Chris and Leela were 



urged to discuss and resolve with the CA. The Precinct will not 
consider this issue further. 
 
Peter to thank Chris and Leela for their efforts to improve vehicle 
and pedestrian safety within the Prince Henry site. 
 

10. News and reports 
from Chairpersons 

Peter: 
 
Regarding the unhygienic rubbish bins on the Meriton Site 
discussed at the previous meeting: Council put this on their 
agenda, recorded as a Precinct resolution. Council Officers 
inspected the site and found that all the bins inside the fence 
had now been emptied. Peter will ask neighbours of the site to 
keep him informed as to whether the bins continue to be 
emptied as they fill up. 
 
Charles: 
 
Use of technology to identify number plates and report to 
police 
 
What has Council has done on traffic situation around La 
Perouse as per our resolution at last meeting that Council look 
at technology that Bayside Council are using to read number 
plates of hoon cars, breaking road rules? From the number 
plates they pass information to Police or Council rangers, to 
issue fines. One of the Councillors put up a resolution at the 
Council meeting to call for a report on the possible use of that 
technology by Randwick Council. We look forward to that 
technology being put introduced to alleviate some of the 
hooning. 
 
There was discussion about the possible use of this technology 
by Council, with Rose McMillan not in favour. A police 
representative will be invited to attend the next meeting to 
discuss this and also to listen to concern in the community about 
theft from cars and properties. 
 
Hot day traffic and holiday traffic 
 
In regard to reducing traffic itself on hot days, some feedback 
from Todd Clarke Director of City Services – Council is going to 
put up signs along the M5 outlining beaches where parking has 
been filled. This will be flashed up on the M5, a major route into 
our area. 
 

11. Annual General 
Meeting 

Nominations and election of new Executive 
 
All positions were declared vacant and nominations requested 
for Co-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer: 
 
Peter Fagan and Charles Abela were willing to serve as Co-
Chair again. 
 
Eric Ooms was willing to serve as Secretary again. 



 
Treasurer: Charles said Gail Tring had been treasurer for La 
Perouse precinct and kept very accurate records. Gail has 
indicated to Charles she was willing to continue. Charles 
recommended her. 
 
There were no other nominations and the existing committee 
was declared reappointed for a further year. Moved. Jacquie 
Charlesworth/Susan Graham CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

12. Other Business Damaged fence on Bunnerong Road where it meets Little 
Bay Road (outside the cemetery) 
 
Rebecca advised that a child was injured due to a badly 
damaged fence at the site. Peter suggested Rebecca and a 
neighbour write to council directly on this matter. 
 
Proposal to revert to six meetings per year 
 
Peter said he appreciated the support of everyone at meetings 
and noted that numbers have dwindled. He thought the cycle of 
11 meetings was too demanding and proposed reverting to 6 
meetings, bi-monthly. If an important issue arises, an 
extraordinary meeting could be called. 
 
Some suggestion of a Precinct Facebook page  
 
After talking at the Combined Precinct Meeting with the General 
Manager, it was noted that there were a lot of issues managing 
Facebook pages and ensuring people do not post defamatory 
messages. Every message needs to be checked. Peter doesn’t 
believe any of us has the time to do this checking properly. We 
have community exposure and a discussion point in the Little 
Bay Community Facebook page which is very effective. Peter is 
not in favour of setting up a Bays & Beaches Precinct Facebook 
page.  
 
Calling for agenda items 
 
If people want to contribute, we need interesting items on the 
agenda. We’ve had many environmental issues such as NMI, in 
2021. People still want to discuss off-leash areas on beaches, 
La Perouse Public School, etc, and we haven’t found time to for 
these. A Marine Scientist at UNSW wants to talk about sea 
grass – the relationship between seagrass and boat moorings. 
Peter called for suggestions for items that are interesting, 
relevant and stimulating, to be included onto the agenda next 
year. 

 
Suggestion from Charles that Co-Chairs have authority to 
speak on behalf of the Precinct if an urgent issue comes up 
at a Council meeting before the Precinct has had time to 
consider it 
 
This was discussed, with opposition voiced by Rose McMillan 



who did not think the Precinct Executive should presume to 
speak on behalf of the Precinct in such situations. 
 
Peter will draft a motion for consideration at the next meeting, 
Rather than authorising the Precinct to express an opinion on 
behalf of the community, the intention would be to allow the 
Executive to alert Council to the fact that concern might be 
anticipated from the Precinct on an issue - and request Council 
hold off on making a binding decision until the views of the 
Precinct have been expressed at a formal meeting. 
 
Thanks and seasons greetings 
 
Peter thanked Charles for his work as co-chair, Eric as 
Secretary, Gail as Treasurer and Katie Kershaw, Josh Hay, 
Amanda Mather and Therese Manns (General Manager of 
Council) along with Council staff who attended and spoke at our 
meetings. He thanked everyone for their interest and for 
attending and wished all a Merry Christmas. Charles and 
Jacquie also thanked everyone. 
 

13. Meeting closed 8.55 pm  
14. Next meeting Monday 28 February 2022 (Zoom or face-to-face – to be 

confirmed)  
 


