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Precinct Matraville Precinct Minutes of General Meeting 
 

Date, meeting time and 
venue 

12 July 2021, 7pm at Matraville RSL Club 

1. Welcome by Chair Steve welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a recap of the last two years activities 
fighting the Suez/Opal Incinerator and alerting the community. The Precinct became aware 
of the Suez intent via Cr  Da Rocha, held a community meeting with Suez & opal and then 
organised a letter drop to some 3500 local residents. Precinct commenced local action.  Chris 
Hanson some months later became aware via Cr  D’Souza and volunteered his services and 
later organised the NMI group. We are now months out from the EIS lodgement and we’ll 
need everyone to put a submission in against it. There’s a lot more to do. Please get on 
board and fight this. It’s 130m from homes, and will also affect the whole Eastern Suburbs 
and parts of Sydney. 

2. Attendance: 75 residents: Steve McAndrew, Terry Campbell, Chris Hanson, Anne Coupe, Ashley Coupe, 
Serge Jancevic, Greg Randolph, Carla and Richard Smolenski, Geoff George, Kerry Cotty, 
Judith Levitt, Ian Levitt, David Power, Andrew Thompson, Daniela Solomon, Gary Leafe, 
Cecilia and Charles George, Deborah McAndrew, Shelly Silberman, Deborah Maguire, Alex 
Cargill, Kristopher Kilian, John Kidston, Fil, Rebekah Lucas, Joel May, Joe and Julie 
Colombo, Melissa Portus, Bill Burst, Victoria Cooper, Evelyn Karantonis, Natalie Hudson, 
Nicky Stiassny, Freya and Bruno Dwyer, Gareth Topping, C J Rou, Diana Da Silva, James 
Chalmers, Leanne Fuller, Kate Molony, Leigh Tan, Andrea Weress, Louise Lutze-Mann, 
Michael O’Shea, Anthony White, Elissar Mukhtar, Maria Poulos, Elissar Mukhtar, Fransiska 
Ingrati, Vanessa Silvester, Jodie Stevenson, Rebecca Vanny, Greg Lincoln, Mike Pollak, 
Jade & Brad Turek, Kerinne Wicks, Anthony O’Flynn, Di McKeown, Evelyn Karantonis, Ernie 
Garafano, Leanne Fuller, Allison Weiss, Erin Lynes, Brad Dunn, Dorothy& Peter Bentley, 
Effie, Ted Plummer, Sydney Airport, Matt Thistlethwaite, Federal Member for Kingsford 
Smith, Michael Daley, State Member for Maroubra, Cr Danny Said Mayor, Cr Carlos Da 
Rocha, Cr Noel D’Souza, Cr Dylan Parker, Josh Hay, Manager Communications RCC, Jo 
Chittick, Minute Taker 

3. Apologies: Sue Kolster, Dominic Squadrito  

4. Declaration of 
interests: 

Nil 

5. Confirmation of 
previous minutes: 

Minutes from June meeting were confirmed.  

6. Correspondence Nil 
 

7. Business arising Nil 

8. General business: • Ted Plummer (Special Adviser Government and Community Relations) Sydney 

Airport  

Ted updated the meeting on the runway safety project at Sydney Airport: 

The Project involves reconstructing the 9,200 square metre concrete threshold at the 

northern end of Sydney Airport’s main north-south runway (Runway 16R). 

*The existing concrete threshold slabs were constructed in 1968. As the typical design life 

for such infrastructure is around 40-years, the pavement is now at a stage where it requires 

replacement.  

• The surface geometry of the new threshold slabs will comply with requirements under the 

Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998 (Manual of Standards – Part 139 (Aerodromes).  

• The Project will upgrade the existing 380mm thick concrete pavement to 520mm thick 

pavement, with a bound base layer.  
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• Slab failures in the form of full depth cracking and spalling need to be avoided. SYD has 

been carrying out a slab replacement program since 2012 to maintain threshold 

serviceability. Only 20 percent of slabs have been able to be replaced in this time.  

• The Project – which is necessary for aviation safety reasons – will commence on 31 July 

and is expected last for around four months (subject to weather).  

• Full pavement reconstruction will deliver: ➢ Complete replacement of pavement ➢ 

Operational risk associated with runway closures due to pavement failure removed ➢ 

Compliance with aviation safety regulations ➢ High quality product which supports 

pavement longevity delivered.  

• To allow routine maintenance on the main runway to be undertaken, application to be made 

to allow the parallel north-south runway to be used during curfew on up to 20 nights only until 

the end of 2021.  

Noise modelling   

•. Only the approach flight path to Rwy 16R will be unavailable during the life of the project. 

All other flight paths will be available.  

• Take-off distance available (TODA) for Rwy 16R to the south reduced to 2849 metres. 

TODA for Rwy 34L when taking off to the north will be reduced to 3000 metres. 

Ted then answered questions on the airport’s assessment of possible risks associated with 

aircraft during taking off adjacent to the proposed Suez incinerator stack. 

If the maintenance work hours for the slab replacement is 24 hours a day, are they using 

heavy equipment, will there be jack hammers late at night? More noise problems?  

Noise will be undertaken during the day, not in sensitive hours. 

• The airport is waiting to see background from Suez re the location of the proposed 

incinerator. Flight paths departing from the south, third runway – lighter aircraft turn 

sharply to the east/left after take-off and fly over the southern part of Port Botany and 

over the coast. Jet aircraft go right over the middle of Botany. Non jet and jets need to 

be separated on departure. It’s non jets that turn sharply to east where they start getting 

close to where the incinerator would be. They need to see the plume rise assessment, 

as an incinerator vents hot gasses at high velocity and we don’t want small aircraft flying 

through a plume like that. There are potential aviation issues. They will have to include 

an aviation safety assessment in their EIS. Strong winds could also move the plumes 

closer to the flight path, so metrological impacts will also be needed. 

 

• What do they have to do? A detailed assessment by civil aviation authority. CASA will 

assess and make a judgement on whether it is a safety concern or not. It is a public 

process. 

 

• Question regarding flight path – once flights were never allowed over Port Botany or ICI. 

Now there is increased volume, more runways, more flightpaths. It wouldn’t take much 

to fly into LTG storage plants, which would be a disaster?  The flight path over that area 

dates from 1994, when 3rd runway opened. Jets always go over the Heads and don’t 

usually fly over fuel storage tanks, but some do stray to the north. It is an issue they may 

stray closer to venting gases/plume.  

 

• If the plume assessment doesn’t pass CASA, what will that mean for the incinerator? 

Decision maker will have to take that into account. We wouldn’t want to mitigate a safety 

risk that those aircraft weren’t permitted to use that particular runway. Up to decision 

maker to take into account CASA advice. 
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• If CASA refuses it, doesn’t that mean the Federal Minister for Transport will be able to 
override construction of the incinerator tower?   My understanding is no, but it’s a NSW 
decision. But it would be influential. Matt – was at a meeting with Air Services Australia 
last month, raised issues. They were clear there are specific rules and regulations for 
any development within 5kms of airport. It is up to proponents to justify no safety issues 
and demonstrate that. Up to NSW planning minister to take into consideration. Any 
potential issues, air safety would make submissions to Planning Minister for NSW, up to 
them whether to approve. 

 
Steve thanked Ted for his presentation and invited him back around the time of the EIS. He 
is happy to come back. 
 
Opal incinerator update  

• Matt Thistlethwaite addressed the community on where we are at with our fight 

against the Opal & Suez waste Incinerator. 

Matt thanked everyone for being involved in the campaign, along with councillors. He is 

keeping everyone informed about the campaign against the incinerator. In his recent 

newsletter there was a story, how to sign the petition and be involved. Also, a direct mail 

letter, with QR link to petition was sent to all residents from north Fitzgerald Ave in Maroubra, 

to Kingsford and Kensington. He is expanding the area of contact, asking people to sign up 

to the campaign. Signatures are now over 4000 on online petition. We now have quite a good 

data base of people supporting campaign, in regular contact. Sending out fridge magnets at 

Christmas time, calendar - this year’s will have “No Eastern Suburbs Incinerator”. He is trying 

to widen the concern beyond Matraville Malabar Chifley area to Coogee Randwick Waverley 

Rockdale to garner more support to the opposition. He is also making good contact with 

community organisations. Brad Dunn from MUA is backing our campaign and providing 

resources. Natalie Hudson is providing a strong contact base with local mums. Still no EIS 

lodged. We’re in phase of informing community based on the very little information we have. 

Hoped to have done more but Covid has had an impact. Once EIS is lodged, we need more 

action. They are now saying it will be later this year but I think it will be next year. Trying to 

build more information to community. Adding everyone to our data base, so when EIS is 

lodged we are ready to go. We need as many unique submissions to the proposal as we can 

get, and follow the community campaign Save Little Bay who did a great job on social media 

in stopping the planning panel approving the Meriton development. That proves it can be 

done. We need to take the campaign beyond our community. Tell everyone via normal 

communication channels, social media etc. As we come out of lockdown, we will ramp up 

the visible campaigning in the community, petitioning at shops, Pacific Square, rallies out 

front of Bunnerong Rd office, huge rallies at Purcell Park once the EIS is lodged. Thanks to 

the committee for being so active and Randwick Council for providing fantastic resources. 

This is the link to Matt’s online petition: 

https://mattthistlethwaite.com.au/actions/incinerator/ 

Michael Daley updated the meeting from the state level. Congratulations on Save Little Bay 

campaign. A rare victory for ordinary people! There are some lessons from that campaign 

for this one. First, everyone left no stone unturned. Petitions, speaking in parliaments, FB, 

social media, speaking to relevant ministers all made a difference. Panel chaired by Carl 

Scully invited me to site meeting at Little Bay which allowed me and Randwick Council to be 

aggressive with proponent in s batting back Meriton assertions. In relation to Suez 

Independent planning probably won’t have a site meeting.   Have spoken to Minister for 

Planning Rob Stokes and Matt Kean, with neither being very enthusiastic about proposal. 

When EIS comes out get Matt, relevant councillors and Precinct members and take a 

delegation to parliament for a meeting. We will try and convince independent planning to 
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have a site meeting. Chief Scientist NSW will be swayed by evidence. A dissection of the 

EIS will be crucial.  

Brad Dunn – Maritime Union of Australia 

The MUA will be making a submission re the EIS, our 2000 members who work at Port 

Botany are ready and willing to support this community campaign financially and by 

attending/organizing public protests or a community picket of the site and or the shop front 

used to spew pro incinerator rhetoric. A resolution by the MUA will be tabled to Unions NSW 

seeking broader movement support. Stand up fight back! brad.dunn@mua.org.au Steve and 

Chris thanked Brad. 

Chris Hanson update – 

Was recently made aware of a couple of things: We have looked at GoFundMe for a source 

of donations but appears to be some difficulties as there is a significant time delay in receiving 

money.  This is being further looked at. Gordon Hyde petition on Change.org. with 1300 

signatures  can’t be used as they’re not registered, Also the way his data recorded we cannot 

contact the people who signed his petition to get them to sign ours. Also, due to privacy Matt 

can’t give us the details of people who signed his, however his office can contact them to link 

into the NMI site and also sign that petition.  Need to be careful in how petitions are set up.  

Please register to NMI, so we can get the information.  

Cr Said gave the local perspective of the campaign and spoke about how community action 

like Save Yarra Bay and Save Little Bay and No More Incinerators started off small but got 

bigger. We have to get this out, via social media, rallies, etc. and need to stop this, building 

the momentum before the EIS is released. Finally, saw the design of the proposed building, 

the same height as Southpoint at Hillsdale, 100 m from back yards, with a stack on top and 

plume coming out. Not just immediate area, but at least 2 km away can see it. There are 5 

primary schools in a 2 km radius. A lot to fight for! We owe it to our kids, everyone.  Lastly, 

Matt Kean will follow the waste to energy policy, is all for it. The only thing that will stop it is 

community angst. Fire up and build a pace like Little Bay and Yarra Bay.  Due to Covid unable 

to hold media event in Bunnerong Road and put up corflute’s, so he suggested that they 

should be put up now.  Chris agreed and will return signs to Council for action. Council also 

prepared A3 size posters available on website, can be downloaded and printed – for 

windows, schools, etc.  

Chris   We have a good price on 200 T-Shirts but Donations are required to purchase them 

and to on sell to public to build up funds to pay for admin fees to apply for grants, etc.  In that 

regard also requesting monetary donations from community. 

We have been looking at holding a community forum and via the Precinct requested use of 

the Prince Henry Centre but council has said they prefer not to use this facility. Will check 

Matraville RSL, but don’t know if it is entirely suitable or if they’ll give it to us free of charge 

due to possible large number of people attending. We will organise a forum with zoom, so 

the venue needs to be suitable for a webinar event. We want to try to keep live component.  

Natalie Hudson from Eastern Suburbs Mums has offered to help out with FB setup. At the 

moment acting as technical resource, addressing questions, but don’t have expertise to set 

up FB campaign. Thanks, Natalie, for offering to help out. 

Bill Burst also on board, from Save Little Bay campaign. He is going to be raising motions for 

local branch meetings, liberal branches in area, to promote our message out beyond 

Randwick LGA.  Have been preparing a submission outlining major shortcomings on Energy 

from Waste policy, one of which is to do with independence of researchers that put paper 

together that chief scientists relied on, along with some other deficiencies. When the EIS is 

lodged, the public exhibition period will be between 30-90 days. At that time, we need 

everyone on board, making formal unique submissions. 1000s would be good. This is 

needed to trigger a hearing at the Land and Environment Court (LEC).  
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Port noises were discussed: 

Gary – fought many things over the years. Port built in 1975, still fighting trucks in streets. 

As ports get bigger so does the amount of transport How can they build something like Suez 

and we’ll have  many more trucks. Already noise pollution in the area is so bad, with constant 

reports to EPA. 

Matt – has had plenty of noise complaints about the port. Contacted Marika in NSW ports, 

established process, comprehensive study over 12 months. Couldn’t conclusively work out 

what it was. Marika will come to a meeting to explain the position of the Port. Agree it is 

coming from port.    Due to this being a significant issue it was agreed that this is a topic for 

another precinct meeting. We will try and arrange a rep from the port to come to meeting.  

 This (new incinerator proposal) doesn’t even contribute to the local community. 

Chris - For new people:  www.nomoreincinerators.com is our website. There is technical 

material, how to object, who to object to now (NSW Ministers Matt Kean, Rob Stokes). There 

is a donations page now, see bank account details to make a donation. We put up regular 

posts. Put your email in and you’ll get notifications. Also, a contact form you can click on 

home page to register details. Any specific questions – not on FB all the time and I miss 

them. Email nomoreincinerators@gmail.com I’ll get back to you. Have a good look around 

the website for resources. Technical resources page which will have academic papers about 

hazards of incinerators. Work in progress. Natalie is going to help streamline the page.  

Please subscribe to the website and check our FB page. 

Send comments and protests to Matt Kean: matt.kean@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

• Donations to No More Incinerator account may be made by direct credit to: 
  

St George Bank 
No More Incinerators Inc 
BSB: 112879 
Account: 443118163 

 

Steve summed up by encouraging everyone to keep attending meetings leading up to the 

EIS and maintaining the rage. We will keep everyone informed. Remember –if it goes up it 

stays up. No second chance. Once Covid lifts, we will need volunteers to hand out flyers. He 

thanked Matt Thistlethwaite and Michael Daley for coming along and letting everyone know 

what’s happening and Mayor Danny, Noel, Carlos and Chris for driving this campaign. We’ve 

had some wins around this area. Danny made the point last meeting – 50 years ago they 

said smoking and asbestos were safe. Who knows what the finding will be on the incinerator? 

Don’t trust industry. They promise the world, deliver nothing!  

 
Update on Jennings and Baird Ave survey 
 
Resolution 12072021(1):  The precinct requests an update on the Jennings and Baird Ave 

survey. (Last communication 3/3/21 from John Gill to Tony Lehman). Steve/Terry CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY 

9. Other Business: Nil 
 

10. Treasurer’s Report: Nil 
 

11. Next meeting: 9 August 2021 – RSL venue or Zoom meeting to be confirmed  
12. Close of meeting: 8.56 pm 
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