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Precinct Matraville Precinct Minutes of General Meeting 

                               
Date, meeting time and 
venue 

12 July 2022, 7pm, Zoom meeting 

1. Welcome by Chair Steve welcomed everyone to the meeting  

2. Attendance: 55 residents: Steve McAndrew, Terry Campbell, Cr Noel D’Souza, Chris 
Hanson, Leela Hanson, Anne Coupe, Ashley Coupe, Mark Leafe, Gary 
Leafe, Carla and Richard Smolenski, Viv, Russell Emerson, Deborah 
McAndrew, Serge Jancevic, Jonathan Beves, Greg Lincoln, Natalie 
Hudson, David Power, Vanessa Silvester, Joe Colombo, Carol and 
Charles Abela, Cr Bill Burst, Lay War Chu, Maria Sommerville, Michael 
Wright, Cr Kym Chapple, Danielle Wood, Judith and Ian Levitt, Diana Da 
Silva, Matt Thistlethwaite, Michael Daley (later), Kim Meyers, Rebecca 
Vanny, Maria Sommerville, Dorothy McDonald & Peter Bently, Fransiska 
Ingrati,  Bruno Nagel, Andrea Weress, Dianna S, Eric Mahony, Brad Dunn, 
Melissa Portus, Connie Merlino, Kim Meyers, Diana and George Da Silva, 
Danielle Wood, Geoff George, Kerry Cotty, Kerinne Wicks, Kacie 
McAndrew, Elliot Mousa, Jo Chittick, minute taker  
Ernie Garfano dialled in by phone 
 NOTE:  Due to partners being on one zoom account estimated about 
55 or more attended.  

3. Apologies: Cr Christina Curry (Bayside Mayor), Cr Danny Said, Cr Dylan Parker, 
Carlos Da Rocha, Shelly Silberman Brad & Jade Turek , Leigh Teanby 

4. Declaration of 
interests: 

Nil 

5. Confirmation of 
previous minutes: 

Minutes from May meeting were confirmed.  

6. Correspondence Nil 
 

7. Business arising Nil 
8. Update on the 
Campaign against Opal 
and Suez Incinerator 
 

 
Steve gave a snapshot on the last three years. This is a celebration 
meeting, to celebrate our victory to stop the waste incineration project 
going on at Opal. In June 2019 Carlos Da Rocha contacted us and alerted 
us to the proposal from Opal and Suez to put up a waste incinerator to 
power the paper mill to make it cheaper to run. The stack was to be 60-65 
m high (17 storeys, 130 m from people’s homes, kindergartens, parks, 
swimming schools, normal households. We decided to challenge it. With 
the help of Randwick Council’s Josh Hay, we put together a forum in Oct 
2019. We invited representatives to attend. We had 150 concerned 
residents turn up. Federal MP Matt Thistlethwaite, State member Michael 
Daley and Dylan Parker attended. The community fired a lot of questions 
at Suez and Opal and at that point, it was a fight on our hands.  
 
NSW Thermal Energy from Waste legislative amendments have now been 
finalised. We have been waiting for this regulation to be passed since 
March. This regulation is great news for our campaign, as it stops Opal 
and Suez proceeding with the proposed waste incinerator.  
With the help of Randwick Council, we managed to hand out 3000 flyers. 
Residents led by Rebecca Vanny did a lot of kms putting flyers in 
letterboxes but we weren’t getting anywhere. In Jan 2020 Chris Hanson 
came along and put together the legendary No More Incinerators (NMI) 
committee and took the campaign to another level. From then on, we had 
great help from Matt Thistlethwaite, Michael Daley, Danny Said, Noel 
D’Souza and Carlos Da Rocha, and a bit later, Bill Burst. Dylan Parker 
came on as Mayor a bit later and was a great support. That’s how it kicked 
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off. For the next two years there was a lot of time and effort from 
volunteers, all the people who came to meetings, put posters up, handed 
flyers. We wouldn’t have got anywhere without community help. We had 
the union on board courtesy of Brad Dunn. At this point, thank you to 
everyone who turned up at these meetings, walked kms to hand out flyers, 
to listen to us, believe in us. We took it to them and we beat them! There 
are a lot to thank. 
 
Chris Hanson then gave an overview. For tonight’s briefing, Michael Daley 
as local member will provide an overview of where he thinks the State 
Government is going now the regulation has been released. Matt 
Thistlethwaite will provide an overview from a national view now we have a 
Labor government and where this will go for Australia as what happens in 
the commonwealth drives what happens in the states. We also need input 
from Randwick Council to provide an overview as to how they see the 
regulations panning out with the local government association conference 
– councils put resolutions to ban incinerators and provide circular 
economies. Cr Kym Chappel will provide an overview on the recent 
national local govt association conference. 
 
Kym acknowledged the incredible work by everyone in the community and 
the people power behind an amazing campaign. How the regulation works 
– our reading, it’s going to block the current incinerator. It allows 
incinerators as an alternative where transitioning from a more harmful 
system. There is an ongoing behind the scenes ability to remake the 
regulation at any time. Her sense is that is not politically feasible and the 
repercussions would be large, and open to parliament to disallow any new 
regulation.  
 
Any sense from local govt area? What other councils thought? Because 
it’s an issue coming up in a number of areas, there’s a really strong 
response to it. We got that up. there’s a strong move at local councils to 
make this a lasting thing. Make it opposed everywhere as an option on the 
table.  
 
Chris thanked the main groups of people that have helped the campaign. 
We really appreciated the help provided by Randwick Council. Spoke to 
Noel, saw Steve’s petition. Noel and Carlos have been a stable support 
right through the process. Noel even sold our merchandise in his shop and 
was a great support. Danny was a great support as well was in the first 
photo shoot outside the commonwealth bank site, lending his weight to the 
campaign, giving us credibility. Thanks, Danny for that. As we transitioned 
to Dylan, he made it very clear at our meeting, there was no daylight 
between him and Danny and that proved to be true. They were working in 
tandem. A really great effort on Dylan’s part. He also recognised Kylie – 
Dylan and Danny’s PA, who ensured we were always able to contact 
them. Kylie is an unsung hero, as is Wendy, Matt Thistlethwaite’s PA, who 
helped organise media moments. Also unsung – for videography and 
media – Josh and Carmen from Randwick Council, for the videos on 
website, Josh tutored him through media management, mail chimp, and 
setting up the website. Special thanks to Josh and Carmen.  
 
We also received critical help from Bill Burst, who came on board even 
before being elected, and worked on motions going through to Rob Stokes 
and Matt Kean, exerting pressure. We had multiple fronts we were 
generating noise in government to keep the issue alive. He’s a very skilful 
motion writer and we really appreciate that input. Also thanks to Philippa, 
for video conferencing and setting things up; also her help getting motions 
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up. We received so much help from council and all of the councillors voting 
for motions and the sustained number of motions approved. Thanks to 
Randwick Council, we couldn’t have done it without your support. Christina 
Curry, Bayside council mayor has been a strong supporter of our 
campaign and through her we had access to the stunning billboards at the 
airport on Southern Cross Drive which gave us great exposure. Also for 
their truck branding, and Randwick council’s trucks. Thanks to Christina 
and Bayside council.  
 
Special thanks to Greg Lincoln for donating funds for our first lot of T-
shirts, with the NMI logo. Thanks, Greg, for that invaluable help. The other 
unsung hero, Leigh from Page 38 who printed thousands and thousands of 
brochures for us, corflutes and posters at basic materials cost. It would 
have cost us $$$thousands to get this material printed. Also thanks go 
back to council for doing the initial printing of 10000 brochures and posters 
on bins. A big thanks to Leigh at Page 38 for the fantastic artwork and the 
way he could conjure up paper stock for very little cost.  
Also on the subject of the video, Mike Whitney and Russell Fairfax were 
strong supporters, very passionate supporters, who spoke about their 
experiences growing up in Matraville and how it’s changed, improved, and 
not wanting it to go back. The other organisation – Buck and Gareth 
O’Brien, were a huge help producing very professional media animations 
with 9 general messages. Those animations can be used by other 
campaigns. They are stunning. They would have cost many thousands if 
we paid for them. Thanks to them we could get the work done for no cost 
at all. 
 
Michael Daley: Overview of legislation, input from state basis. 
Michael congratulated the precinct committee, Steve and Chris, councils, 
councillors and the whole community for a united fight. We looked at the 
regulation and spoke to a senior minister who indicated the information 
received was that, unofficially Veolia, Opal, Suez are not going ahead with 
the proposal on commercial grounds. We’ve won this battle. It’s 
reminiscent of the fight in respect of Meriton at Little Bay. We’re getting 
good at this. There was no dissention. We all joined ranks and he is very 
proud of our community. 
 
Matt Thistlethwaite congratulated everyone on a fantastic result. The 
community came together and fought a ridiculous proposal, where there 
would be more trucks and pollution, which didn’t stack up economically, 
financially. When we work together, we can win out and protect the 
community and have good living standards in our area. Thanks to 
Matraville Precinct committee for coordinating this and organising the 
campaign. Thanks to Chris for all the work undertaken, the research and 
organisation. It has been a fantastic and Steve as chair for his organisation 
and work. He hoped this is the last of it. We have a good solid data base 
now we can work together to ensure it doesn’t come back and people can 
live and breathe cleaner air in our community. In spring, we’ll come 
together and organise a BBQ at Purcell Park, and invite members of the 
community to celebrate our win. He will talk to Mayor Dylan to organise 
this, as we did with Meriton. Congratulations to everyone. 
Michael – Dylan Parker is an apology as he is overseas at the moment.  
Opinion on two loopholes? A development can proceed, regulations allow 
state significant developments to proceed. There is still an ambiguity in the 
regulation. Even with application up as state significant, they can’t get a 
licence to burn. He is not concerned. The hurdles – would cost $1M to get 
this up. as far as our area it’s dead and buried. Other concern, allows 
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certain fuel stocks to be burnt. none apply to what was proposed at 
Matraville. He is confident in calling it dead and buried.  
Steve thanked both Matt and Michael, on behalf of the community, NMI 
and Chris for their support and said we couldn’t ask for more solid 
representatives at state and federal level. Much appreciated 
. 
Chris – Matt, talking to Chris Bowen, we sent a letter re removing 
subsidies from companys burning waste. Is there any information on his 
views and how the commonwealth can steer states away from 
incinerators? MT – you saw Chris speaking at the protest against the 
Eastern Creek incinerator rally in Western Sydney. The owner of Dial a 
Dump is having a second go with his application at Eastern Creek. Chris is 
a fundamental part of this campaign and spoke in opposition to it. In 
Opposition we opposed any clean energy funding to these types of 
projects, they’re not cleaner. We opposed them then and can’t see that 
changing in government. Will make sure funds go to projects that are 
cleaner, not dirtier. 
 
Michael reiterated, it’s good to thank Steve and the community but also 
wanted to thank Chris, the most tenacious person he’s ever met! 
 
Richard: thanks for all your work. The regulation is there. Michael, as 
potential government in NSW, what will you do to bring legislation to ban 
these incinerators? At federal level, what can the Labor government do to 
make sure never again in any part of country, will companies ever be able 
to put this type of incinerator up? Could we have some type of policy 
statement? MD – I confined the fight to this one at Matraville. All 
applications should be dealt with on merits. What we do later, we’ll sit 
down and formulate when we consult with communities. MT - at federal 
level – in terms of funding, none from the Labor government to projects 
like this. The planning is state level. Environmental approval at 
commonwealth level, that looks at whether there’s danger to protected 
species, etc., have to be assessed on merits. The decision maker, Tanya 
Plibersek as environment minister, assesses on merits. We can’t rule 
anything out because it has to be assessed on merits under guidelines and 
the act.  
 
Charles – on behalf of Bays&Beaches precinct thanks to Michael Daley 
and Matt Thistlethwaite for all your efforts.  
 
Chris – Noel also arranged a number of meetings with Matt Kean’s chief of 
staff and the EPA. Those were critical to us writing to the minister, and 
preparing a briefing for Matt Kean explaining why burning waste was a bad 
idea. Thanks, Noel for doing that, pulling out your special contacts. Not 
easy. 
 
Chris also thanked Leela, who’s legal background enabled her to vet a lot 
of documentation and provide legal perspective on documents provided. 
As well as all the other partners out there: also thanked the NMI 
committee, Steve and Terry who have been fantastic. Steve and I have 
been meeting at 6.30am most mornings for a phone conversation to 
discuss where we should be going and Steve did this on top of his regular 
job and precinct chair. Also to Geoff, a fantastic secretary, and Natalie, for 
a fantastic job on social media. Shelly and Jon, NMIs other tech resource. 
Kim and Shelly, treasurer, really fantastic to work with.  
 
Ashley at Plume Plotter did the modelling for us - the Plume plot we see on 
NMI’s home page was really significant. NSW Planning Guidelines - 
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normally only one plant’s discharge is modelled at a time. We showed the 
overall picture, what would happen in the Sydney basin if four incinerators 
were working and then produced a contour plot which shows where the 
waste would accumulate and what will happen over a year. Ashley spent a 
lot of time getting the combined model to work. 
 
The other person to thank is Jane Bremmer, who heads Zero Waste 
Australia. Jane had a round table conference with Chris Bowen before the 
election and provided an independent report to Chris that confirmed that if 
Australia was to embrace the incineration of waste the impacts would be 
worse than continuing to dispose of it to land fill. Jane was a fantastic 
resource, and helped us access papers quickly. Special thanks to Jane. 
 
What have we achieved? We stopped the Suez incinerator. That’s dead, it 
can’t happen. What you may not know: your input, from Matraville and 
others, stopped incinerators in Bungonia, also in Lithgow, that’s been 
dropped. When that happened, Mt Piper also put theirs on hold, due to 
passionate residents in Lithgow. Special thanks to residents of Matraville, 
delivering 10000 flyers when we found out Suez was doing letterbox 
drops. Your letters actually enabled us to get where we got. Politicians 
only count numbers. Eastern Creek has over 700 objections. The power of 
writing a simple letter. If it goes ahead, the LEC have sufficient objections 
to hold hearings. A fantastic result. What happens in Western Sydney 
affects all of Sydney. We still have Tarago, are working on stopping that as 
well - an important fight to win. The other thing you helped change is that 
we changed the government’s rhetoric. When we started, there was no 
discussion on circular economies. You changed that, with your letters to 
Matt Kean. There’s still work to do, the EPA are still telling me that we can 
set up waste incinerators and then shut them down once the circular 
economy is up and running. This is rubbish as once the incineration of 
waste is embedded in the economy it’s there to stay. We’ve come a long 
way. Thanks to the residents who wrote, and council, to lobby Matt Kean.  
 
We used the plume plot in our discussions with the EPA and we have 
offered to review the modelling with them on numerous occasions , but 
were not taken up once. I believe they know it’s accurate and shows a true 
picture of what will happen to the Sydney Basin if waste is burnt.  
 
Steve has mentioned Brad Dunn. What people don’t realise is that Brad 
put forward motions through the union movement to support the NMI 
campaign. Members at Port Botany have a vested interest, but Brad also 
organised internal collections of donations for our campaign. Thanks, Brad 
for that. We’ve had a huge solid support from local residents and 
businesses. Apologies if I missed anyone. 
 
Where to from here? The Mitchell Library has asked us for copies of our 
campaign materials to add to their collection, which we will be providing 
and we ask Council if they could donate two flags as well along with 
videos, for a living collection. It will become part of a permanent collection 
at the Mitchell library. (Noel and Bill will request Council supplies one of 
each flag).  
 
Chris confirmed that we will be closing the petition, with over 20,000 
signatures. The GoFundMe page will also be closing. NMI has approx. 
$700 left in the kitty and we’ll be changing to a society bank account. We’ll 
watch and wait if any other company starts a proposal. We will decide how 
we celebrate. Drinks at Matraville hotel? We will wait till the weather 
warms up for something at Purcell Park. Noel and Bill to put a motion in to 
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help us celebrate this wonderful achievement (as mentioned by Matt and 
Michael).  
 
Steve - a big thank you to Chris and Leela. To wrap it up, there’ll be more 
to come out when we organise a celebration. Will invite Michael Whitney 
and Russell Fairfax and have a decent celebration, a big official thank you 
for all the people involved. My apologies for having this meeting in school 
holidays. A lot couldn’t attend and are disappointed to miss out. We will 
have a proper celebration with everyone. Thanks to everyone who turned 
up at each precinct meeting and added a lot of weight to the campaign. 
Thanks to Jo for capturing everything in the minutes. 
 
 

9. General Business: Sign needs replacing 
 
Resolution 12072022(1):  As a result of a Precinct Resolution a few years 
ago a ‘Do not queue across intersection’ sign was erected at the 
intersection of Harold Street and Bunnerong Road to allow free access into 
and from Harold Street.  In recent times the sign but not the post has been 
removed.  Could action taken to have a new sign put in its place.. 
Steve/Terry CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
Cr D’Souza stated will follow this up but could this resolution be 
forwarded to appropriate section in Council 
 
Update on construction date of roundabout at Daunt and Pozieres - 
Cr D’Souza advised it has been budgeted. He will follow up and advise the 
date/date range.  
 
Removel of dead trees in Purcell Park. 
 
Resolution 12072022(2): In November 2021 at the AGM a resolution was 
raised for the dead trees and dense undergrowth among the trees and 
bushes along the fence line from Australia Avenue to Partanna Avenue in 
Purcell Park to be removed to allow for regrowth and for new trees/shrubs 
to be planted  After further contact with Council this was to be done in May 
then in June and then advised it is to be contracted out.  This has yet to be 
done and could residents be advised of the current position and when the 
work will be completed.Terry/Steve CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
Trees dying in Purcell Park 
 
Resolution 12072022(3): At the completion of works at Purcell Park new 
trees were planted inside the park along the footpath line of Australia 
Avenue.  2 to 3 of these trees appear to be dying with large nodules 
growing on them.  Request Council check these trees and see if anything 
can be done to save them, if not then remove and replace.     Terry/Steve 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Disgusting state of footpath in Matraville 
 
Resolution 12072022(4):    The footpath and surrounds along Bunnerong 
Road from Perry Street to Beauchamp Rd, Matraville are in a disgusting 
state.  In various places there is dog urine stains on the lower parts of the 
walls, the alcoves and steps of some of the blocks of units and businesses 
are covered in dirt, grime and broken bottles and appear not to have been 
cleaned for months, and in places there is in ground dirt, food stains and 
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faeces along the footpath.   Over the past few months this has been 
gradually getting worse and the state of the footpath sneeks up one. Even 
though the Council sweeper vacuums the footpath all this does is pick up 
the dust. We are aware that it is not the responsibility of Council to clean 
the alcoves of the businesses etc but could action be taken to advise the 
owners of their responsibility and where it is council responsibility could 
action be taken.   Terry/Steve CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
Dangerous road issue MacCauley Street 
 
Resolution 12072022(5):   Recently cables or pipes were laid 
underground either  by council or some other authority across MacCauley 
Street between Australia Avenue and Harold Street.  The trench has not 
been filled in appropriately, such that it is not level with the road leaving a 
significant gap.  This could be particularly dangerous to motor cycle riders.  
Could council take action for the appropriate authority responsible to fill in 
the trench to the required level.  Terry/Steve  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Lights for southern end of Purcell Park 
 
Resolution 12072022(6): Further to our previous resolution 09052022(2), 
due to safety concerns the precinct requests that more lighting be  
installed in the southern end of Purcell Park as part of the next capital 
works program.  Steve/Terry CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Trimming of bushes in the laneway between Harold Street and Perry 
Street 
 
Resolution 12072022(7): The precinct requests that the bushes in the 
lane between Harold Street and Perry Street be trimmed back. 
Serge/Steve CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Operating hours of truck repair business, McCauley Street 
 
Resolution 12072022(8): The precinct is concerned about a truck repair 
business, Weller Automotive, 26-28 McCauley Street which is operating on 
Sunday nights as well as Saturday afternoons, with lights blazing out of 
workshops. Could council please indicate the operating hours of the 
business. Serge/Terry CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Rezoning from light industrial to general 
 
Resolution 12072022(9): Matraville precinct opposes the proposal to 
change the light industrial zone in Matraville  to general as it would bring 
more freight forwarding companies, trucks, noise, pollution, businesses 
operating outside hours on residential streets. Andrea/Steve CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Update on Bunnerong Rd/Perry St right turn – Cr Burst advised they 
are waiting for a date to meet with TFNSW and council’s traffic committee 
to look at the proposals. 
 
Bi-monthly meetings/new chair and secretary to be found 
 
Steve advised that precinct meetings will now be bi-monthly, with the next 
one in September and the AGM in November. At that point  Steve  and 
Terry will step down as chair and secretary. If anyone would like to carry 
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on, it’s a great precinct - the most powerful in Randwick - and it would be a 
shame to see it fold. Steve and Terry will help with the transition period 
and mentor anyone. The AGM will be our last meeting for the year. Dave 
has done a great job as treasurer.  The Precinct hasn’t spent any money 
so maybe some could be utilised at the AGM. Dave thanks Steve and 
Terry  with Steve stating Terry does a lot of  the editing of emails and 
letters etc. Thanks Terry. Without him, there would be no stability.  
 
Steve thanked everyone for turning up. If anyone is interested in taking 
over as chair and secretary let him know.  
 

10. Other Business: Nil 
11. Treasurer’s Report: Balance: $3,066.98 

 
12. Next meeting: 13 September 2022  
13. Close of meeting: 8.35 pm 
 


