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Precinct Matraville Precinct Minutes of General Meeting 

                               
Date, meeting time and 
venue 

9 May 2022, 7pm, Zoom meeting 

1. Welcome by Chair Steve welcomed everyone to the meeting including Federal Member Matt 
Thistlethwaite, who is a great supporter and State Member Michael Daley 
will be joining us too. He also welcomed our three councillors, Danny, Noel 
and Bill, and special guests from Lithgow and Goulburn and also to Brad 
Dunn from MUA. He advised that next month marks 3 years we’ve been 
fighting the incinerator. There are a couple of rumours circulating that Matt 
and Michael will give insight into and Chris will also update us. 

2. Attendance: 47 residents: Steve McAndrew, Chris Hanson, Leela Hanson, Anne 
Coupe, Ashley Coupe, Gary Leafe, Carla and Richard Smolenski, Russell 
Emerson, Deborah McAndrew, Gaz, Charles and Carol Abela, Andrea 
Werress, Natalie Hudson, Serge Jancevic, Leigh Tran, Leigh Tranby, 
Judith Flitcroft, Kim Meyers, Diana and George Da Silva, Danielle Wood, 
Geoff George, Kerry Cotty, Judith Levitt, Ian Levitt, David Power, Cecilia 
and Charles George, James Chalmers, Jodie Stevens, Freya and Bruno 
Nagell, Jan Harley, Josh Hay, Katie Churchill, Kris Kilian, Brad Dunn, Greg 
Lincoln, Marcus Reddy, Karen Luka, Carolyn Hook, Shelly Silberman, 
Norma Jullian, Mike Pollak, Daniela,  Matt Thistlethwaite, Michael Daley, 
Cr Danny Said, Cr Bill Burst, Cr Noel D’Souza, Jo Chittick, minute taker  

3. Apologies: Terry Campbell;  

4. Declaration of 
interests: 

Nil 

5. Confirmation of 
previous minutes: 

Minutes from April meeting were confirmed.  

6. Correspondence Nil 
 

7. Business arising Nil 
8. Update on the 
Campaign against Opal 
and Suez Incinerator 
 

Matt Thistlethwaite: 

Matt gave an update on the changes proposed to the Federal Recycling 
and Waste Reduction Bill to allow carbon credits to be issued for WtE 
incinerators burning process engineered fuel (PEF) and how this could 
affect current incinerator proposals. He confirmed that renewable energy 
grants have been provided for WtE programs that involved incineration. 
Chris Bowen, Shadow Minister for the Environment has announced that, if 
elected, Labor would review that with a view to ending any commonwealth 
funds that involve incineration, due to the impact on local communities. 
There is evidence that internationally, we are moving away from those 
types of projects, that are no longer seen as clean energy projects as they 
can create more harm than good, they don’t reduce emissions but actually 
create more. The subsidies would be reviewed with a view they only go to 
clean energy projects that benefit the community.  

Steve thanked Matt for being available tonight.  
 
Update on the status of the NSW EPA’s Draft Thermal Energy from Waste 
Regulation – Michael Daley 
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Question: We’ve heard that the Govt may be preparing legislation for the 
next sitting to formalise the four precincts. If so, when will the Regulation 
be published? 

Michael joined the meeting briefly (between meetings) and said he’ll ask 
Matt Kean what the status of the draft regulation is when he’s back in 
Parliament on Monday. He will advise the outcome to Steve and Chris.  

 
Update on the No More Incinerators Campaign – Chris Hanson 

• Status of Suez’s proposed Matraville incinerator – Suez is ready to 
submit their EIS, dependent on the outcome of the regulation. 
 
SS asked “Have Suez confirmed that they would walk away if the 
proposed regulation didn’t allow it? Will they tell us? CH: Suez’s VP of 
Business Development has said to Dylan that they would confirm what 
Suez were doing once the draft regulation had been finalised. 

 
• Eastern Creek – The Next Generation (TNG) have resubmitted their 

EIS for the Eastern Creek incinerator. This proposal is now going back 
to Dept of Planning for the third time and if the incinerator is granted it 
will directly affect us, as it’s also in a highly residential area.  
 
TNG have removed floss, (waste from shredding vehicles) out of their 
fuel stream to allow them to resubmit their proposal, but to make up for 
the loss of this fuel source they will take Municipal Waste Organics 
Output (MWOO) instead. MWOO contains plastics and other persistent 
organic pollutants not suitable for use as “food contact grade compost” 
and which also should not be burnt – so effectively there is no 
difference in TNG’s proposal and it should be rejected.  
 
It’s really important for everybody to lodge a submission as we need 
enough submissions to trigger another hearing in the Land & 
Environment Court. Please don’t think Council and NMI will make 
submissions so they’ve “got it covered” – we need everybody to make 
submissions. 
 
There will be more details in the draft submission on NMI’s website and 
Chris will have this up by the end of this week. You have until 14 June 
to get your submissions, but please don’t wait until the last minute. 
 
RS asked “do you want us to let you know if we make a submission?” 
Chris confirmed that their would be a reminder on the submission page 
to email submissions and any responses to 
nomoreincinerators@gmail.com so they can be collated. 
 

• Jane Bremmer from the National Toxics Network (NTN) met with Chris 
Bowen (shadow minister for the environment) at a climate roundtable 
in Perth where Chris agreed that if elected, Labour would review the 
grants and subsidies provided for waste incineration projects and 
ensure they are provided only for new, renewable energy technology. 
 
This is really important news because the removal of these subsidies 
will make burning waste unprofitable. 
 
Chris Bowen also accepted a report from NTN that shows that burning 

mailto:nomoreincinerators@gmail.com
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waste creates worst impacts than just land filling it (see NMI’s recent 
FB post). Chris says that he will take the report’s findings on board and 
will be using it to inform future policy. 
 

• Jane Bremmer spoke at a public meeting against Veolia’s proposal for 
the Tarago incinerator last Saturday and Chris spoke at a similar 
meeting against Green Spot’s proposal for an incinerator at Lithgow 
last Tuesday. 
 

• Meetings to co-ordinate the various groups have also been started –
NMI has donated 50 unused posters to CATTI, a group opposing 
Veolia’s Tarago incinerator. CATTI are overprinting them for their 
campaign. The co-ordination meetings are a forum for the various 
groups to swap information and request help. 

Chris also showed some animations produced by media company Buck, 
which is owned by Gareth and Victoria O’Brien. Gareth has offered to 
produce some community messaging for us which would normally cost 
thousands. So far he’s developed four out of around nine animated social 
messages to explain the issues.  
 
They are silent at the moment, but will be getting audio overlayed. They 
look pretty spectacular. Once audio overlayed, we’ll put them on FB and 
people can comment. The whole idea is they can be made generic so 
other groups can use them as well.  
 
A team of animators would cost thousands, so a big thank you to Gareth 
and Buck for their generous time and commitment.  
 
Steve thanked Chris for the informative update and all his hard work. He 
said if we don’t continue to get numbers at this meeting, we can’t add 
weight to our Matraville campaign. It’s not far off and we hope for some 
positive news very soon. 
 

9. General Business: Malabar Library and hall refurbishment. Go to homepage and have your 
say. A good thing it’s finally getting an upgrade/facelift. Urge everyone to 
have your say on the improvements and make suggestions.  
https://www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au/malabar-memorial-hall-upgrade 

Operating hours of local businesses 

There was discussion about issues with businesses allowed to operate 
24/7 and State govt extending legislation brought in during Covid to 
regenerate the building industry. It was noted that there are guidelines 
about operating jackhammers in restricted hours. Also discussed was 88 
Perry Street business hours, and an old DA from 1986 which includes a 
“grandfather clause”. Pre 1986, any consent given, those conditions can 
be continued by the person who got approval. Any new approval would go 
through a different process. Steve clarified that any small company/ 
business around the industrial zone can operate 24/7. Cr D’Souza advised 
that if in IN2 zone, NSW legislation now protects them.  
 
Draft Operational Plan and Budget 22/23 
  

https://www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au/malabar-memorial-hall-upgrade
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Cr Said encouraged everyone to check the Plan and make comments, for 
or against, or make any suggestions.  
 
Draft 2022-26 Delivery Program and 2022-23 Operational Plan and Budget 
Exhibition period: 28 April to 26 May 2022. 
Have your say on Council's draft Budget and Operational Plan for 2022-23,  
 
The Land Environment Plan (LEP) is coming out on 31 May, for 
consultation.  

 
Cr Said advised that the proposed minimum lot sizes of 550 sq. are 
particularly relevant for the South Ward, given the number of duplexes in 
the precinct. He encouraged everyone to comment on the submission (31 
May to 31 July for submissions on minimum lot size). 
 
Solution for parking problems in Randwick LGA 

 
Resolution 09052022(1):  As a solution for the parking problems 
exacerbated by long-term parking of trailers, boats and large vehicles, 
could council consider a general policy across the LGA that ALL vehicles 
must have to be moved after 48 hours.  Gary/Steve CARRIED 
 
Lighting in Purcell Park 

 
Resolution 09052022(2): Could council please investigate putting extra 
lighting in the southern corner of Purcell Park. Steve/Gary CARRIED 

 
Pedal Park for Purcell Park 

 
Resolution 09052022(3): Could council please consider installing a pedal 
park in Purcell Park. Gary/Steve CARRIED 
 

 
Update on recent resolution re B-double operations in Raymond 
Avenue – Steve to follow up. 
 
Resolution 09052022(4): Could yhe council investigate B-Double activity 
along McCauley St and Raymond Ave. Serge/ Carried 
 
 
Steve thanked everyone for attending. We are still trying to organise a 
hybrid for next meeting. Will pass on any updates on the incinerator 
campaign. 
 

10. Other Business: Nil 
11. Treasurer’s Report: Balance: 2,666.98 

 
12. Next meeting: Date to be advised – hybrid meeting proposed  
13. Close of meeting: 8.43 pm 
 

https://www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au/budget2022-23

