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14 June 2019 

 

Dear Neighbour,  

For over 130 years, Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park has been a welcoming parkland of contemplation as well 
as celebration.   

The Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Land Manager is currently exploring options to respond to the 
shortage of burial space in the Greater Sydney area. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
estimates that existing cemetery capacity will likely be exhausted in Greater Sydney by 2050 and by 2024 in 
the Eastern Suburbs district.   

To provide future burial options, Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Land Manager are lodging a Planning 
Proposal with Randwick Council at the end of this week. It is important for Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries 
Land Manager to ensure near neighbours are notified of this proposal. 

The proposal incorporates current Crown land site, known as Bumborah Point, and will be designed as a 
contemporary parkland cemetery to accommodate approximately 3,000 burial plots and additional space for 
ash interments.  

 

 

 



                  

2 

 

 

Parkland cemeteries are designed to protect open space for the community. Memorials and plaques are 
predominately level to the lawn, with minimal protrusion above ground level. There may also be some low 
scale monuments and ash interment structures, which will not detract from the parkland concept.  

Bumborah Point is currently unsafe for recreational uses as it is highly vegetated and does not 
contain clear access paths, lighting or usable spaces. There is currently no formal or safe pedestrian 
access to the beach.  

To help rectify this issue, the proposal aims to improve the public access of Bumborah Point and the safety of 
access to Yarra Beach and foreshore through active walkways and cycleways throughout the site. A 
boardwalk to Yarra Beach with a viewing platform that can be accessed along a foreshore promenade is also 
included in the proposal. 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING  
Whilst the proposal seeks to increase the capacity of the cemetery, it will not increase the frequency of 
ceremonies undertaken at Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park and is not expected to increase traffic within the 
area. 

The existing car park on Prince of Wales Drive will continue as a public facility for accessing the foreshore. 
Vehicular access to Bumborah Point is proposed to be a left turn in and a left turn out of Military Road.   

The proposal requests the existing car park off Military Road be retained and upgraded to improve access and 
circulation, linking Bumborah Point to the existing Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park internal road network.  

Footpaths and cycleways throughout the site will link Military Road to Yarra Beach for safe and easy public 
use.   

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT  
Bumborah Point is a unique headland landscape that is valued by local residents and the wider community. 
To maintain this outlook, a 20-metre buffer zone of natural shrubbery will be retained to preserve the existing 
appearance of the headland and provide a visual barrier to the cemetery and parkland space. 

Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Land Manager will also be collecting the seeds from native trees and 
shrubs to plant across the site, enhancing the natural environment and maintaining the current vegetation and 
existing appearance of the headland.  

When planning for burials on site, care will be taken to avoid the underground infrastructure associated with 
the former Bunnerong Power Station, as well as other services.  

  



                  

3 

 

 

PLANNING PATHWAY  
Bumborah Point is zoned RE1 Public Recreation within the Randwick Local Environmental Plan 2012 (RLEP 
2012). The proposal lodged with Randwick Council will seek the inclusion of ‘cemetery’ as an additional 
permitted use on the site. Timing for this proposal is likely to be the following: 

• Stage 1: Lodgement of Planning Proposal – June 2019   

• Stage 2: Public exhibition of Planning Proposal – September/October 2019 

• Stage 3: Determination of Planning Proposal – late 2020. 

THE SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN CEMETERIES LAND MANAGER 
The Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Land Manager, consisting of Woronora Memorial Park and Eastern 
Suburbs Memorial Park, was established under NSW Gazette official notices on the 3 August 2012. Cemetery 
operations commenced at Matraville in 1893 and Woronora in 1895. 

MORE INFORMATION  
Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Land Manager have commissioned community engagement company, 
Urbis Engagement, to collect feedback and provide further information about this proposal. Members of the 
community are encouraged to contact Urbis Engagement on engagment@urbis.com.au or phone 1800 244 
863 if they have any questions.  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Eddie Swat  

Manager, Capital Works 

 


