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From the Mayor Dylan Parker
Despite the fact we had an incredibly 
overcast and rainy summer – which 
felt very wintery – I’m looking forward 
to the coming colder months. Our 
community events and activations 
are returning to 2019 levels and it has 
been wonderful to get out and about 
and connect with people again.

From chatting with others, I get the 
sense that this is a shared sentiment. 
It’s not just about seeing people face-
to-face again, it’s about embracing all 
the activities we used to do without 
fear of delays or cancellations. 
There’s a freedom in that, and it’s a 
welcome feeling.

This winter I encourage you to 
continue enjoying our great outdoors. 
The Randwick Environment Park is 
one of our best-kept secrets and, 
thanks to the new Discovery Walk 
that will be in place by mid-June (see 
page 10 for more information), there 

will be even more for kids and nature-
lovers to get excited about.

If you’re looking to get your hands 
stuck in the soil, I can recommend 
joining one of our bushcare volunteer 
groups (page 8) who have created 
their own close-knit community that 
is as much about planting nativse and 
pulling weeds as it is about sharing a 
cuppa with each other afterwards.

As a Council, we have a lot of exciting 
plans and projects coming up this 
year, which we’ve outlined in our 
Operational Plan and Budget. Head 
to page 6 to find out what is coming 
up in the next 12 months.

I hope I get to see you at one of  
our upcoming events, be sure to  
say hello!

Dylan Parker 
Mayor of Randwick

SCENE
Randwick City Council 
Customer Service Centre
Address: 30 Frances Street, Randwick, NSW 2031 
Hours: 8.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
Phone: 1300 722 542 
Email: council@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Web: randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Community Nursery: 9093 6250 
Lionel Bowen Library, Maroubra: 9093 6400 
Malabar Community Library: 9093 6120 
Margaret Martin Library, Randwick: 9093 6100 
Des Renford Leisure Centre: 9093 6300 
Your Say Randwick: yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Randwick eNews: randwick.nsw.gov.au/enews 
Facebook: facebook.com/randwickcitycouncil  
Twitter: twitter.com/randwickmayor 
Twitter: twitter.com/randwickcouncil

Randwick City Council services
Phone the Call Centre on 1300 722 542 for enquiries about:

•  animals  
•  building and planning
•  community info 
•  council events
•  council meetings 
•  development applications
•  footpaths 
•  garbage services
•  graffiti removal 
•  green waste
•  illegal dumping

•  halls for hire 
•  waste service
•  on-call clean ups 
•  parking 
•  open space hire
•  precinct meetings 
•  parks and beaches
•  rates 
•  trees
•  roads

council@randwick.nsw.gov.au

Councillor 
contacts
Central Ward

Kym Chapple (Greens) (Deputy Mayor) 
kym.chapple@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0459 878 980

Dylan Parker (ALP) (Mayor) 
mayor@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9093 6813

Daniel Rosenfeld (Lib)
daniel.rosenfeld@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0459 914 765

East Ward
Joanne McCafferty (Lib) 
joanne.mccafferty@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0432 003 491

Michael Olive (Greens) 
michael.olive@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0459 876 320

Marea Wilson (ALP)  
marea.wilson@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0459 132 304

North Ward
Christie Hamilton (Lib) 
christie.hamilton@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9430 6873

Kathy Neilson (ALP)  
kathy.neilson@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0477 345 913

Rafaela Pandolfini (Greens) 
rafaela.pandolfini@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0459 937 407

South Ward
Bill Burst (Lib) 
bill.burst@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0459 912 106

Noel D’Souza (Ind) 
noel.dsouza@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0477 351 202

Danny Said (ALP)  
danny.said@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0408 653 006

West Ward
Alexandra Luxford (ALP)  
alexandra.luxford@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9430 6871

Andrew Hay (Lib) 
andrew.hay@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0457 030 154

Philipa Veitch (Greens)  
philipa.veitch@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0408 916 420

Randwick SCENE Magazine is written and produced by Randwick Council’s 
Communications Team: Joshua Hay, Chelsea Hunter and Jillian Lewis. Design by 
Carlen Peddie, Gemma Elliott and Gavin Tso. Our goal is to inform you about Council’s 
activities and to celebrate together, this wonderful place we call Randwick City.

Distributed to 63,000 properties in 
Randwick City.

Randwick Council proudly prints this 
magazine on Forest Stewardship Council 
Certified Mix paper. FSC® Mix Certified 
paper ensures that all virgin pulp is 
derived from well-managed forests and 
controlled sources. It contains elemental 
chlorine free bleached pulp and is 
manufactured by an ISO 14001 certified 
mill, which ensures best environmental 
management systems.

Cover image:  
Marleen Zegerman and Susan Lundy  
at Grant Reserve. Photo by Mark Bond.

M A Y O R ’ S  M E S S A G E

GOOD LUCK TO YOU,
LEO GRANDE

Emma Thompson is brilliant in Sophie Hyde’s 
(Animals, SFF 2019) sparkling comedy about an older 
woman who hires a sex worker and the unexpected 
relationship that blooms.

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPEN

Oscar-winner Mark Rylance and Sally Hawkins star in 
this heart-warming, laugh-out-loud true story about 
the worst golfer to ever play the British Open. 

Ralph Fiennes and Jessica Chastain star in this 
blackly comic study of clashing cultures by the 
inimitable John Michael McDonagh (The Guard, SFF 
2011; Calvary, SFF 2014).

THE FORGIVEN

VISIT SFF.ORG.AU FOR THE FULL LINE-UP

AT THE RITZ CINEMASAT THE RITZ CINEMAS
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Racism not 
welcome
Signs declaring racism is not welcome 
will be installed on prominent street 
poles across Randwick City beaches 
as part of Randwick Council’s support 
for a Multicultural Communities Council 
campaign. The signs will be installed 
near local beaches at La Perouse, 
Maroubra, Coogee and Clovelly 
providing a highly visible and public 
statement that Randwick Council 
opposes racism.

Domestic Violence 
Remembrance 
Memorial
A memorial will be created at High 
Cross Park in Randwick to honour 
and remember those who have lost 
their lives through domestic and 
family violence. Randwick Council has 
for many years shown leadership in 
opposing domestic violence through 
holding public events, funding outreach 
services and providing temporary 
housing for those exiting domestic 
violence. An unveiling ceremony was 
held on National Domestic Violence 
Remembrance Day on 4 May 2022. 
The event will be held annually. 

 

news  
in brief 
 
Sign up to eNews  
for your weekly fix  
of Randwick Council  
news, projects,  
events and more. 
 
randwick.nsw.gov.au/enews

Pop-up pedal parks are back for winter
Dust off your scooters and oil up your bike chain – Randwick City’s pop-
up pedal parks are back this winter and with a new location. Originally 
commenced in 2020 as part of support for local communities during COVID 
lockdowns, the pedal parks initiative has since received continued support 
and been extended. This year from June to August, car parks at Clovelly 
Beach, Chifley Sports Reserve and a new site at South Maroubra Beach will be 
closed to cars and turned into temporary bike parks. More information will be 
announced soon.

Aboriginal artwork revealed for 
Heffron Centre
Maroubra’s newest community sporting facility the Heffron Centre – currently 
under construction – will feature a unique local Aboriginal artwork inspired 
by the sea life and cultural practices of the local Gadigal and Dharawal clans. 
Indigenous artists Carmen Glynn-Braun and Dennis Golding from Re-Right 
Collective have developed the concept that translates the cultural practice of 
mullet fishing into a unique artwork that will wrap around the entrance wall and 
interior glass walls of the Heffron Centre. A sculptural mural featuring stingrays 
and representations of the coastline will also feature as a large-scale artwork 
on the external southern side of the building. Construction on the Heffron 
Centre is well underway and is scheduled for completion by the end of 2022.

Attachment 2 
 

Heffron Centre - Public Artist - ReRight Collective - Stage 1 Scope Proposal 
 

Attachment 2 - Heffron Centre - Public Artist - ReRight Collective - Stage 1 Scope Proposal Page 248 
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Leah Purcell honoured on walk of fame
One of Australia’s leading actors, writers and directors, Leah Purcell, was inducted 
into the Australian Film Walk of Fame located in Randwick outside the Ritz Cinema. 
The proud Indigenous actor has featured in multiple theatrical performances and 
Australian films including The Last Cab to Darwin, Jindabyne and Lantana as well as 
the acclaimed series Wentworth. The induction took place on Thursday 28 April 2022 
as part of the Australian launch of The Drover’s Wife at The Ritz.

Donations to 
flood-ravaged 
communities 
Randwick Council sent donation of 
$10,000 via GIVIT to assist flood-
ravaged communities in Northern NSW 
as well as a selection of children’s 
and adult’s books donated by Council 
and the community to Lismore Library 
following the loss of most of their stock 
in the March 2022 floods. “We’re so 
glad to be able to donate money and 
items that will help Lismore get back 
on its feet and the community to start 
their journey towards healing again,” 
said Randwick Mayor Dylan Parker.

Maroubra Surf Club upgrade on the cards
A new $10M clubhouse is planned for Maroubra Surf Life Saving Club. Randwick 
Councillors unanimously endorsed a four-year funding strategy to knock down and 
rebuild the surf club with approximately 40% of the funding to be externally funded 
through grants and fund-raising. Maroubra SLSC is one of Australia’s oldest clubs 
and was founded in 1906. Membership has grown 26% in the past five years 
with 60% of that being young people. Design work will now commence on the 
project with construction estimated to commence 2024/25 subject to obtaining the 
additional funds.

Dancing in the street
There will be swinging, swaying and record 
playing! Thanks to a grant from the NSW 
State Government, we’ll be closing down 
streets and hosting two street parties in 
Randwick City this June. The parties will 
transform Coogee Beach and The Spot into 
a fiesta-themed party. There will be music, 
roving entertainment, a family fun zone as 
well as performers and DJs at both events.  

We hope you’ll come out and support local 
businesses by enjoying some food and 
taking advantage of the extended outdoor 
dining areas that will pop-up for the day.  

There will be something for everyone! Bring 
your family, kids, friends, neighbours and 
even your four-legged friends along to join in 
the fun.

#yourstreetyourparty  
Where and when? 
Coogee Bay Road 
Coogee  
Saturday 4 June  
10am – 6pm

The Spot 
Randwick  
Sunday 5 June 
10am – 6pm

The annual mullet run has inspired 
artwork for the Heffron Centre.

Mayor Dylan Parker  
with Leah Purcell
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How it affects you
Council’s total rates revenue is 
proposed to increase by 2.5%.

The domestic waste management 
charge is proposed to rise by 2.2% 
to $637.83 per annum.

Next steps
June 2022: Council staff review 
submissions and report findings to 
the June Council meeting.

Council meeting

28 June 2022: Council considers 
submissions and comments and 
adopts final documents.

Start of delivery

2022-26 Delivery Program and 
2022-23 Operational Plan and 
Budget will be effective from  
1 July 2022. 

What’s happening  
near me?
Head to www.yoursay.randwick.
nsw.gov.au to find detailed suburb 
snapshot documents that provide 
more detail about what is proposed 
for each suburb of Randwick City.

We'll complete the design of stormwater harvesting at Coogee.

Future 
looks 
bright
Our draft Operational Plan and Budget is a little 
like looking into a crystal ball, it lets you know what 
services, projects and buildings we intend to deliver. 
So let’s take a peek into the coming year to see what’s 
going to be built, improved or installed near you.

We’ll upgrade two playgrounds in Randwick and Little Bay.

The future, they say, depends on 
what you do today. In order to 
create the kind of Randwick City 

we want to live in, it’s important that 
we - Council and residents - determine 
what that looks like and how we’ll 
get there. That’s what our four-year 
Delivery Plan outlines for us all; it’s our 
agreement on what’s important to us 
and what we believe will help us create 
the lives we want.

With that plan in mind, the next step 
is to detail how we’ll get there. That’s 
where our annual Operational Plan and 
Budget comes into play. It’s our plan 
for the future and the steps we’ll take 
today to get there.

This coming financial year, we’re set 
to deliver a significant $66M capital 

works program including 6.5km of 
road and 3km of footpath upgrades, 
improvements to parks and sports fields 
and improved cultural and arts facilities. 

“I am proud to say we’ve budgeted 
for one of the largest capital works 
programs ever, delivering the facilities 
that will add to quality of life to all 
Randwick City residents” said Randwick 
Mayor Dylan Parker. 

“Maintaining high quality service levels 
and rolling out new infrastructure for our 
community to enjoy is at the heart of 
the Operational Plan and Budget. We’re 
confident our plan delivers on this goal”.

So what are the exciting projects that 
will happen over the next 12 months? 

Here’s an overview of the big things:

• Finishing Maroubra’s Heffron 
Park, which will accommodate 
sports such as netball, basketball, 
badminton, volleyball and indoor 
futsal as well as being the new 
home to the Rabbitohs;

• Completing the Meeks Street Plaza 
in Kingsford;

• Improving the playgrounds at Alison 
Park in Randwick and Woomera 
Reserve in Little Bay;

• Upgrading 6.5km of road and 3km 
of footpaths;

• Installing new shade structures and 
seating at Heffron Netball courts, 
allowing all-weather training;

• Three new public art installations;

• Completion of the design for 
stormwater harvesting at Coogee;

• Rolling out five new electric vehicle 
recharging stations and 40 bicycle 
parking spaces; and

• Planting 5000 native trees and 
plants to improve our bushland.

Over the past three years we consulted 
with more than 14,000 residents who 
have all contributed their thoughts and 
feedback in a variety of ways. 

This feedback – which was provided 
for a number of Informing Strategies 
as well as our 10-year Community 
Strategic Plan and Delivery Plan – 
has let us know the things we need 
to focus on this year. So thank you 
to everyone who participated in our 
consultations, you’ve helped shape  
our future.

We’ll install five new EV charging stations.

https://www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au/
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“There has to be a reason why 
people keep coming back as a 
volunteer,” says Susan. “You have to 
get something out of it. People don’t 
count the number of weeds they pull, 
they come for the social aspect. When 
you have a regular group you’re not 
talking about where do you live, what 
do you do, you’re having deeper, 
more interesting conversations. We’re 
friends, we want to know how each 
other is doing and what has happened 
this past week.”

For others, such as Jessica who has 
arrived today to join up for the first 
time, and Marleen, it’s a chance to 
reap the benefits of working outside 
in a garden. “I moved over from the 
Netherlands a few years ago and 
used to have a house and garden. 
We moved to an apartment here and I 
missed having a garden so I looked for 
an opportunity to get my hands in the 
dirt,” says Marleen.

“I had a garden once too,” says 
Jessica, “but not anymore because I 
live in an apartment. I love having my 
houseplants but I’m looking to learn a 
bit more and gain some skills for when 
I have a garden again.” 

It’s not just retirees that make up this 
group, though many are. Students and 
people with flexible work arrangements 
also join in the activities.

“In my experience there has always 
been a Marleen around,” says Susan. 
“Someone who has moved here from 
overseas with their spouse and has 
time to volunteer, and it’s wonderful. 
They bring youth, a different culture. 
And now that people can work flexible 
hours we’re starting to see more young 
people volunteer too. We enjoy that, it 
really adds to the group.”

No matter whether you have 30 
minutes to spare or three hours, the 
bushcare groups are happy to accept 
all comers – it doesn’t matter if you 
can’t tell a weed from a native plant, 

you’ll quickly learn. Even if you only 
have a few minutes in the morning or 
a lunch break spare, you’ll be warmly 
welcomed by our bushcare groups. 

9

Heavy clouds have gathered over 
Grant Reserve in Coogee but 
the rain has finally stopped.  

A group of women, their workout  
mats spread on the floor of a nearby 
picnic shelter, are counting down the 
number of sit ups until they reach zero. 
Next to them, standing on a sloped 
section of the park, are five bushcare 
volunteers ready to pull out the turkey 
rhubarb, a vigorous climbing weed  
that is threatening to strangle some  
of the native plants in the vicinity. 
It’s hard to say who will do a more 
strenuous workout.

“You can work at your own pace 
though,” assures Susan who has 
been a bushcare volunteer since 
2002. “That’s what makes this a great 
volunteer opportunity, you can find the 
patch that you want to work on, sit 
down or stand up, and work away at it. 

You can work with others or you can 
have some quiet time by yourself. It’s 
completely up to you.”

Randwick Council currently has 
85 volunteers who work across 12 
bushcare sites, helping to regenerate 
and restore natural areas in Randwick 
City to increase the amount of native 
vegetation and create habitats for local 
birds, bees and other wildlife.

The working bee sessions, which 
often run for two to three hours in the 
morning on various weekdays as well 
as weekends, can include weeding, 
planting or mulching, depending on 
what the site requires. More importantly, 
there's morning tea at the end. 

The social aspect of working in 
bushcare groups is a strong part of 
what keeps volunteers coming back 
year after year. “The bushcare part of 

the activities usually go from about 
9am to 11am but our morning tea 
usually ends around 12.30pm,” says 
Susan, laughing. This is a place where 
genuine friendships have bloomed and 
been nurtured over the years.

Susan and her husband Bob often 
join fellow volunteers Ross and Ian 
on weekend-long camping trips to 
tend to bushcare sites In National 
Parks outside of Sydney, and during 
lockdowns in 2020 and 2021, when 
social lives and activities were 
curtailed, Marleen and Susan would 
meet each week for coastal walks  
and talks.

All-weather 
friends
After spending time with our bushcare volunteers it may be time to coin a new 
phrase: a friend in weeds is a friend indeed. Find out what it is about these weekly 
volunteer groups that keeps people coming back for more.

Where our bushcare 
volunteers meet
Clovelly Bay, Clovelly

Fred Hollows Reserve, Randwick

Dunningham Reserve, Coogee

Grant Reserve, Coogee

McIver’s Ladies Pool, Coogee

Malabar Wetland, Maroubra

Malabar Foreshore, Malabar

Maroubra Dunes, Maroubra

Prince Henry, Little Bay

Randwick Environment Park, 
Randwick

Wylie’s Baths, Coogee

B U S H C A R E  S C E N E

Marleen Zegerman and Susan Lundy.Morning tea is an important part of the experience.

Bob Lundy working at Grant Reserve.

S C E N E  W I N T E R  2 0 2 2

“   This is a place where genuine 
friendships have bloomed and 
been nurtured over the years.”

Want to join 
our bushcare 
volunteers?  
Sign up here.
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Taking up just 13 hectares 
of parkland, Randwick 
Environment Park feels like a 

secret when you’re there. With the 
newly installed boardwalk, the loop 
around the park is accessible by all 
– walk, run, scoot, or push your way 
around as you take in the beauty of our 
native plants and animals.   

Wetlands walkabout
The loop around Randwick 
Environment Park encircles an 
ephemeral wetland. 

With the excessive rainfall we’ve had 
over the summer, this wetland has 
regularly held water over the past few 
months. However, as an ephemeral 
wetland, it’s not unusual for it to be 
dry for months or even years if rain is 
scarce. The coming and going of the 
wetlands is the reason this park is so 
abundant. The lifecycle of the wetland 
provides the perfect living conditions 
for a variety of flora and fauna, from 
water dwelling to land dwelling, and 
everything in between. 

Frog chorus
Walking around the park you’ll hear a 
chorus of sorts, coming from the tall 
grasses in the wettest, lowest areas 
of the park. Crickets or cicadas, you 
might think? But you could be hearing 
frogs bellowing from below the bush. 
There are a variety of species in the 
park, some as small as your thumbnail, 
while others are as big as a tennis 
ball. Keep an ear out and record the 
sound – you can submit it to the 
Australian Museum Frog ID app, where 
you can join the Randwick City Frog 
Finders. Start helping to protect frogs 
in Randwick. Visit www.frogid.net.au to 
learn more. 

Play, Learn, 
Explore, Preserve
You can do it all at Randwick Environment Park. With native local frogs, a remarkable 
array of bird life and beautiful native flora, Randwick Environment Park should be the 
next stop on your list of places to visit and enjoy.

N A T U R E  S C E N E

Up with the birds
The birds at the park are incredibly 
diverse and for good reason! The 
ever-changing wetland provides the 
perfect hunting ground for birds of all 
sizes - whether they eat worms, tiny 
fish, moss or seeds, this environment 
is ideal. The low-lying native shrubs 
in the park provide the perfect habitat 
for small, native birds that like to hide 
in bushes and stay fairly low to the 
ground. While the taller trees in the 
park provide habitat for larger birds 
that fly higher above the ground and 
travel longer distances.

Bush regeneration
The Environment Park is vital for our 
local native wildlife. We use a variety 
of methods to support the native 
bushland to thrive. The use of fire 
plays a crucial role. Indigenous fire 
management practices help protect 
native biodiversity, while also keeping 
the local community safe from 
uncontrolled fires. Many of our native 
plants have adapted to regenerate after 
fire. Understanding the frequency and 
intensity of fire can help support our 
plants and wildlife to thrive. 

Discovery at Randwick 
Environment Park
We’re currently installing signage 
around Randwick Environment 
Park to help visitors learn all 
about the native plants and 
wildlife. There are six stations 
being installed, where you can 
stop and learn, just look for the 
station markers around the park. 
They provide numerous activities 
and links so you can learn how 
to protect and preserve the park 
and its wildlife. Installation should 
be complete by the end of June, 
weather permitting.

Recent rains have been great for the ephemeral wetlands.

All about the scrub
Randwick Environment Park is home 
to the Eastern Suburbs Banksia 
Scrub (ESBS), a critically endangered 
ecological community that we’re 
committed to protecting. ESBS is a 
naturally occurring group of native 
plants that are influenced by local 
soil, water and wildlife. It can be 
recognised by the inclusion of specific 
banksias combined with a low, dense 
shrub layer, which makes up the main 
structure of ESBS. When you visit the 
park, look out for it – it also contains 
flannel flowers, sunshine wattle, 
coastal tea tree and more.

Bird watching is popular here.
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French Explorers – Voyages to 
Australia introduces some of 
the great 18th and 19th century 

French explorers who visited these 
shores. This exhibition celebrates 
one of the La Perouse Museum's key 
storytelling themes; European Arrivals 
and the French Connection. Through 
rare objects, archives, costumes and 
even a ship cabin installation, this show 
chronicles the personalities of the men 
– and women – who played a major 
part in the strong ongoing connections 
between France and Australia.

Jeanne Baret (1740 – 1807)
Voyage: 1766 – 1769, aboard 
Bougainville's ship Étoile

Jeanne Baret is perhaps one of the 
greatest discoveries of this exhibition. 
She was the first woman to sail around 
the entire globe in a time when Navy 
regulations strictly prohibited a woman 
from boarding a ship. 

Baret was a botanist in her own 
right but was also the housekeeper, 
nurse and lover of botanist Philibert 
Commerson. Commerson was invited 
by Louis-Antoine de Bougainville to 
join his 1766-69 expedition but was in 
poor health. Unable to join him aboard 
as his nurse, she dressed as 'Jean'  
and became Commerson’s male 
assistant instead.

There are differing accounts on how 
she was discovered. Some say she 
was immediately recognised as a 

woman by the Tahitians while others 
report the sailors had suspected her 
for some time and forcibly stripped her 
while ashore at Papua New Guinea. 
Either way, by the time the expedition 
passed through Australia's Great 
Barrier Reef and reached Mauritius 
in 1768 her identity was known to de 
Bougainville. As commander, he must 
have been relieved to escape official 
censure from France when she and 
Commerson decided to remain on 
the island. Commerson died in 1773 
and Jeanne returned to France the 
next year, thus completing her full 
circumnavigation of the globe.

Joseph-Antoine Raymond Bruni 
d'Entrecasteaux (1737 – 1793)
Voyage to Australia: 1791 – 1793 on 
La Recherche and L'Espérance

Joseph-Antoine Raymond Bruni 
d'Entrecasteaux was appointed by 
the French Assembly in 1791 to find 
what had happened to Lapérouse. This 
heralded a legacy of French explorers 
trying to solve one of the greatest 
mysteries in French maritime history.

Some of the great successes of 
his voyage were in botany and 
cartography. The hydrographer 
Beautemps-Beaupré produced 
maps and charts that were so finely 

La vie  
on board
The drama! The excitement! The women 
sneaking on board ships disguised as men! 
The La Perouse Museum’s French Explorers 
exhibition has it all and so much more. Read 
on to find out about some of the characters 
featured in the exhibition and see their 
works for yourselves.

detailed they later were used by the 
English, and the naturalist Labillardière 
identified and collected nearly one 
hundred plant species previously 
unknown to France.

Their search for Lapérouse, however, 
was unsuccessful. D'Entrecasteaux 
actually passed within a few kilometres 
of Santa Cruz and Vanikoro, where 
Lapérouse's ships were smashed to 
pieces, but rising conflicts amongst 
the crew cut short the search and 
turned him north instead. Sadly, 
D'Entrecasteaux's expedition ended 
in tragedy. He died of scurvy off New 
Guinea with no news of Lapérouse and 
the expedition eventually broke up in 
Java as tensions between the royalist 
officers and republican crew reached 
boiling point.

François Péron (1775 – 1810)
Voyage to Australia: On Baudin's 
1800 – 1804 Expedition

Charles-Alexandre 
Lesueur (1778 – 1846)
Voyage to Australia: On Baudin's 
1800 – 1804 Expedition

François Péron was the leading 
scientist on the Baudin Expedition. 
He collected some two and a half 
thousand species on the voyage; 
one of the greatest achievements in 
scientific history. 

Péron's zeal for anthropology, 
hydrographic surveys, natural history 
and zoology saw him and Charles 
Lesueur collect and catalogue over 
one hundred thousand specimens of 
plant and animal life that were new to 
France. In fact, he was so enthusiastic 
for scientific exploration he regularly 
got lost on expeditions – a habit that 
annoyed Baudin greatly. “This is the 
third escapade of this nature that our 
learned naturalist has been on,” Baudin 

Exhibition continues until  
Sunday 16 October 2022

La Perouse Museum 
1542 Anzac Parade,  
La Perouse

Wednesday and Friday,  
10am to 2pm 
Saturday and Sunday,  
10am to 4pm

wrote in his diary, “but it will be his last, 
for he shall not go ashore again unless 
I myself am in the same boat.” Sadly, 
Péron died in 1810 before he could 
fully catalogue his huge collection.

Charles-Alexandre Lesueur originally 
joined Baudin as a gunner, but soon 
became the expedition's illustrator 
and artist after a mass desertion in 
Mauritius. He worked closely with 
Péron and was responsible for nearly 
all the expedition's natural history 
sketches and drawings. Lesueur 
eventually became an accomplished 
naturalist in his own right and in his 
later life spent twenty years travelling 
in America where he served as curator 
at the Philadelphia Academy of Natural 
Sciences. He died in 1846.

The artworks in this exhibition's 
cabin gallery are the published prints 
adapted from Lesueur's talented 
hand. The desk belongs to Péron, 
reimagined as if he had stepped away 
for a moment on another collecting 
escapade.

Rose de Freycinet (1794 – 1832)

Voyage: 1817 – 1820, aboard her 
husband’s ship L’Uranie

40 years after Jeanne Baret comes 
another remarkable woman in maritime 
history. Rose de Freycinet secretly 
boarded her husband’s ship L’Uranie 
and recorded her experiences in 
various letters and journal entries, 
which were eventually published. 

Rose married the naval officer Louis 
Claude de Saulces de Freycinet in 
1814. In 1816, Freycinet's proposal 
to command the first scientific global 
circumnavigation since Baudin 
was accepted by the French Navy. 
Determined not to be separated, the 
devoted newlyweds hatched a plan  
to smuggle Rose aboard dressed as  
a man.

Unlike Jeanne, Rose had the support 
of the commander of the voyage; her 
husband Louis. Her deception did 
not last long and soon became public 
knowledge. Though she disobeyed 
Navy regulations, the L’Uranie did not 
reach a French port for more than a 
year and so the Navy was unable to 
discipline them both. The public, on 
the other hand, was delighted with the 
romance of her story.

Her private correspondence to her 
dear friend Caroline de Nanteuil was 
eventually published in 1927, giving 
a uniquely personal insight into her 
adventures. After nursing her husband 
through a cholera outbreak in Paris, 
she herself succumbed in 1832.

Clothes similar to this would have been worn by 
many who set sail.

See the recreation of a ship’s cabin at La Perouse Museum.
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Coogee Bay Road, Coogee 
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Saturday 18 June 
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Randwick
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I   remember crying when I had to leave Dorothy (her friend 
in Punchbowl where she was born) but dad and mum had 
bought a mixed business at Long Bay (now known as 

Malabar) as there were signs of the Great Depression starting 
and the building trade was starting to feel the pinch.

In hindsight I think Dad had a good feel for the right thing to 
do at the right time. So again, using considerable courage 
in my opinion, he moved from his comfortable life in the 
building game and left Henry Street to make a complete 
career change to buy the shop in Dacre Street.

At that age memories are short so the sadness of leaving 
the security of Henry Street was short lived after moving to a 
new area and finding myself only feet from the water's edge.

Life was very simple; we didn't have many toys and didn't 
really need any as we made our own fun, like sliding down  
an embankment onto the beach on a chaff bag. This was 
very popular.

My brother, Cliff and I would sit and play with dolly pegs 
joined together and made soldiers of them going to war. We 
loved washing days and mum would let us bathe in the water 
that she had boiled the clothes in. It was great fun and it was 
very soapy and slippery. That was our once-a-week bath. 
The rest of the week mum would wash us in a big tub, much 
to our embarrassment, as we were really old enough to wash 
ourselves but not to Mum’s satisfaction.

We had guinea pigs, rabbits, cats and dogs and a pet seagull. 
One very sad episode was when a little kitten jumped out 
of the fireplace just after mum had lit it for washing. We 
managed to catch it and although badly burned, it survived. 

Apparently it went into the ashes for warmth. However, about 
one month later mum was raking the ashes and found the 
skull of the little kitten so it must have gone in there again. I 
don't know whether it was burnt to death or if it went back 
for warmth and died before the next washday.

Cliff and I joined the Long Bay swimming and athletics club 
in our very early years. We had lots of fun and really looked 
forward to our races every Sunday.

Long Bay was such a pretty beach but when the north-easterly  
wind came up it blew all the raw sewage into the Bay as the 
sewerage outlet was just out from the headland. 

Many was the time when we swam amongst dead kittens 
and puppies and white grease on the water was inches thick. 
We would have to go home and wash ourselves all over 
with hot soapy water to get rid of the grease and smell, but 
worse than that, the beach would be lined with hundreds of 
condoms washed up on the shore. It is a wonder we ever 
survived to adulthood. It certainly would not be allowed 
today. There were periodical health checks of the water but 
it was never condemned as this only happened when the 
nor'easter blew.

I've so many happy memories of my childhood it's hard to 
recall them all. I absolutely idolised Cliff and I know he felt 
the same for me.

This is an edited extract of Dot’s story in “From Long Bay to 
Malabar – A village by the sea” by Patrick Kennedy published 
in 2009.

In 1925, Dot Horne’s family moved from Punchbowl to Malabar. In this fascinating 
account, she recalls growing up in Malabar almost 100 years ago during the depression. 
Despite many challenges, she has fond childhood memories of a simpler time when 
Malabar was very different. 

Malabar 
memories

BEACH BREAKS 
AND  

SURFING  
WALK OF FAME 

Sunday 24 July 
Maroubra Beach

BASTILLE DAY
Sunday 10 July 

11am-3pm
La Perouse Museum 
1542 Anzac Parade,  

La Perouse

Malabar Beach in the 1950s.

Cliff, Dot and Bill the dog. Malabar 1920s.
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