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Precinct Matraville Precinct Minutes of General Meeting 

                               
Date, meeting time and 
venue 

11 April 2022, 7pm, Matraville RSL Club 

1. Welcome by Chair Steve welcomed everyone back to the RSL and said we might try a 
hybrid meeting next time, to cater for everyone. Chris’s presentation 
to be videoed and put on FaceBook. 

2. Attendance: 20 residents: Steve McAndrew, Terry Campbell, David Power, Greg 
Lincoln, Chris and Leela Hanson, Judith and Ian Levitt, Gary Leafe, 
Richard and Carla Smolenski, Anne Coupe, Ashley Coupe, Lay War 
Chu, Natalie Hudson, Kim Melyers, Kim Wildberger, Fiona 
MacGregor, Kate Malony, Laurie O’Connor, Bryan Beaudecker, 
Environmental Manager NSW Ports, Cr Bill Burst, Cr Noel D’Souza, 
Jo Chittick, Minute Taker 
  

3. Apologies: Cr Danny Said, Rebecca Vanny, Danielle Wood, Cecelia and 
Charles George, Geoff George, Connie Merlino, Judith Flitcroft, 
Shelly Silberman,Serge, Norma Jullian 
 

4. Declaration of 
interests: 

Nil 

5. Bryan Beaudecker, 
Environment Manager 
NSW Ports 

Terry introduced Bryan Beaudecker, Environment Manager for NSW 
Ports. Bryan had given a presentation at the November 2021 
meeting on the noise emanating from the Ports, what was believed 
to be causing it and possible future action to minimise the noise. and 
this presentation is to give an update.  

 
Update from Bryan Beaudecker, Environment Manager NSW Ports  

 
Bryan recapped on the last presentation and some background on 
where were going. There are a few developments in the pipeline, 
and still in discussion with some parties in relation to this. He hopes 
to have better news the next time he speaks in 4 to 6 months, but 
progress is being made.  To this regard NSW Ports Corporate 
Affairs and Governance section asked him to recap. We get some 
complaints that are not NSW Ports related. It’s important to note that 
we are a private company owned by 6M Australians, through 
Australian Super funds. We have facilities at Port Botany, Port 
Kembla, Enfield and another at Cooks River. We do strategic port 
development and don’t have much control over what ships come to 
the port. We provide the facility. NSW Ports and Port Authority of 
NSW a government entity are two separate bodies with this causing 
confusion.  In effect the Port Authority are the harbour master but we 
work closely on issues.  

 
On the topic of noise and sound: one man’s bark can be another 
man’s Bach. There are high, medium and low frequencies.  Low 
frequencies can be in the background and not noticed when there’s 
other noise until this noise dissipates. Weather patterns, wind 
direction and speed, different times of day, seasons, temperature 
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inversions all impact along with urban densities and personal 
sensitivities. With Covid, there’s been a change in how we perceive 
the noise. It’s been really quiet, and that’s brought more complaints 
re Port noise. There is less background noise to distract from Port 
noise. Normal ambient background noise, makes low frequently 
noise more audible.  

 
What have we done: 
We’ve tried to make noise reporting much easier. You can log 
complaints online or ring. That information has been very helpful and 
we encourage people to report noise. It helps us pinpoint the cause. 
If I know when it starts, I can look at what ships have come in at that 
time. We have installed more noise monitors, now totalling four (4).   

 
We have a large noise monitor known as a Barn Owl Noise monitor 
– its a directional noise monitor and can correlate the noise to 
particular ships. Not always 100% accurate for example if say 
there’s 4 ships in close proximity. 

 
Ambient noise monitor has been installed at La Perouse. 

 
Future ship noise mitigation options: 

 
Analysis of noise. Identified a handful of noisy ships, maybe 15. Can 
get 10 in a night, nothing for weeks. Need to understand why they 
are noisy, and is there something that can be done. Started talking 
to shipping companies. Collecting information in an acoustic 
register. Ships, when in port, run on auxiliary generators. Some 
have come and gone in half an hour (arrived at wrong time).  

 
Collecting information, how many auxiliary generators, what size are 
they. If we’re going to put shore power, how much do we need. Are 
there power points on ships? Are they shore power capable? 
Depends when they were built. Older ships, need major electrical 
refit. Could cost $1.5M per ship to make the ship shore power 
capable. Cruise ships have agreed to do it. Is shore power the 
answer? Maybe in 5-10 years. Not the solution now for the 
community, but may offer some opportunities.  

 
Noisy ships – we know some are noisy because of the number of 
reefers on board. (Industry jargon - refrigerator container). Some can 
have 2-400 reefers, they need to be kept cold, that’s why the 
auxiliary generators are kept on. Type of generator on ship, how 
they’re maintained, do they have silencers. Can they retrofit 
silencers? The technology is available. There are some serious 
opportunities. Early days. Which berth drew the complaint? We can’t 
direct ships to a particular berth. Berth noisy ships further away?  
For example, with forewarning, when that ship comes back make 
sure it goes back further from the community (Stevedores – given 
enough warning). 

 
SM – haven’t noticed any of the humming for 6 months. GL referred 
to map. Bryan asked people to report all noises e.g., quackers, 
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beepers so they can do something about them. DP containers act as 
acoustic shields. ND – mitigating devices to address present 
problem. Containers. Need more professional mitigating options. 
Financially, maybe we can put forward a proposal for council to have 
a joint project to address the problem. BB we meet with Bayside and 
Randwick to discuss, once a month. ND Cheapest way is physical 
barriers? BB This does not work for low frequency noise. 

 
RS – identified ships, what’s been response from federal dept of 
regional transport that licences ships, and dept of border force? 
What’s been response to state authority responsible for enforcing 
state laws and those that don’t comply. 
BB regulation of noise is important. Cargo handling noise, quackers 
and beepers, regulated by EPA. They can fine those that don’t 
comply. Ship noise isn’t regulated by EPA. We have a noise sub-
committee. AMSA are the regulators for international marine law. 
MARPOL – for underwater noise. Impact on dolphins and whales is 
a problem. Hoping through AMSA, trying to get regulations for ships 
in terms of their noises from funnels.  

 
We’ve engaged with shipping companies, identified some noisy 
ships. We are trying to work cooperatively with companies. Also 
talking about what incentives can we as ports provide. Can we work 
with other ports in Australia collectively on programs we can say to 
companies, how much does it cost to re-fit silencer? Companies said 
they can consider. Financial incentive from a number of ports. Can 
get some traction, working collaboratively. They recognise they have 
to operate in our communities. We engage with them positively and 
have got some results. We hope to bring more. Will come back in a 
few months to update the precinct. 

 
Steve thanked Bryan for his informative presentation.  
 

6. Confirmation of 
previous minutes: 

Minutes from March meeting were confirmed.  

7. Correspondence Nil 
 

8. Business arising Nil 
9. Update on the 
Campaign against Opal 
and Suez Incinerator 
 

Chris thanked everyone for coming. We’ll try to put a video of the 
presentation on Facebook. He thanked Steve for covering him while 
on leave, providing briefings to Maroubra and Bays n Beaches 
precincts.  

Status of Suez proposal now: it is on hold but Suez has made it 
clear, the minute the regulation allows it they will submit their EIS. 
They are ready to go. We’ve been prepared for that eventuality. 

Over 100 submissions to the draft regulation have been put in from 
this area, not counting other groups’ submissions. The MUA has 
also put in a number, as have Bayside and Randwick councils. 
Thanks for all the submissions. They all count. Both councils sought 
legal advice on the draft regulation, which formed the basis of their 
submissions to the EPA 
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Apologies from Brad Dunn, MUA. They have put a submission in 
and assured me they are watching closely what is going on. A lot of 
their members are very close to the incinerator. 

What happens now? We wait. Not surprised if it takes at least a 
month for an outcome. The EPA is probably a bit shocked with the 
number of submissions that came in. Thanks for your support. Our 
draft submission is on our website. We outlined we don’t need an 
incinerator at all and what the main dangers are. 

Where to from here? If it doesn’t go ahead, we still have four other 
areas where incinerators are planned. It’s important to note the 
government can at any time designate another State Significant 
Development. It is not clear in the regulation what the intent is. 
Clause 182D has a note under it, if there’s a state significant 
development the regulation doesn’t apply to it. What’s the point of 
the regulation if a project deemed state significant doesn’t need to 
comply? The EPA said they’d address it by creating an Environment 
Management Plan.  

The other part is the lack of community consultation.  

The thing to remember, with the regulation is there is no consensus 
among the councils or industry groups on incineration. For example, 
Lithgow Council is for incineration as is Baulkham Hills. There are 
industry groups that don’t want any regulation. We’re not the only 
game in town. One other group has contacted ICAC to say they 
believe how the regulation was developed was unlawful. ICAC is 
now looking at the whole process. They are in the process of 
discovery, reviewing information provided, and will decide if the 
matter goes any further. If ICAC agrees with the claim, it could put a 
moratorium on whole regulation which means a restart.  

If there’s no Suez incinerator in Matraville, and the regulation stops 
anything else being built in the Sydney basin, we still need support 
for the other groups. The NMI committee will provide technical 
expertise to those groups. We have donated 50 unused posters to 
the Tarago group, they can reprint on the back for their campaign. 
We are actually looking down the track, assuming Suez doesn’t go 
ahead.  

What then? There are opportunities for people to take part in 
activities to support those groups. From Matraville’s point of view, 
we’ve achieved our aim if we stop Suez. 

Also, in light of the federal election, the NSW Nature Conservation 
Council have started a campaign offering free posters and wheelie 
bin stickers to raise politicians’ environmental awareness – 
remember we still have many other environment issues to worry 
about. See the link below to get free corflute posters or wheelie bin 
stickers and sign up to be part of their petition to lobby federal 
politicians: https://www.nature.org.au/climate_action_signs 

https://www.nature.org.au/climate_action_signs
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We’ve had some good local media coverage in the Sun Herald (and 
online), The Beast and Eastern Suburbs Life. 

We’ve had information stalls at beaches. Predominately the view 
that you get “is that still happening”. We had a good information stall 
at Randwick Spot Festival. 

In another initiative - Gareth O’Brien’s media company (BUCK) is 
developing a social awareness campaign for us on pro-bono basis. 
There will be little videos and animations suitable for cinema and 
Facebook. These can also be adapted for other organisations to 
help with their campaigns. Natalie Hudson and I are working with 
Gareth to develop the campaign and we’ll circulate the material as it 
is being developed, to get your views. 

Recycling posters – we are trying to live our philosophy and reusing 
our material. We can donate our posters and art work which is 
expensive to do, to other groups. The NMI committee is on board 
with that. So far we’ve donated 50 Corflute posters to the Tarago 
group. 

We have been working with Councillors Philippa Veitch and 
Marghanita da Cruz, (Inner West Council) on motions for the 
upcoming national LGA conference in Canberra in June. These 
motions cover the following areas: 

• Stopping the promotion of waste incinerators and developing 
alternatives 

• Promoting and helping councils develop circular economies 
• Promoting and helping councils to develop hydrogen-based 

economies in their LGAs.  

Development of a hydrogen economy is the bigger picture, which is 
important because it will make waste incineration uneconomical 
once a circular economy is operating.  

NMI has also been supporting other groups opposing incinerators – 
it is important to note that a lot of other campaigns are running which 
could impact Matraville’s campaign. We need to be prepared for 
that. There are other groups with different views and objectives. 

  
Questions 

RS – state opposition, opposing it last year, this year? Have we got 
a commitment from them they will oppose? If it is, if they come to 
power, they will do whatever they can. Does same apply to federal 
opposition? 

CH in terms of state, Labor voted against Greens Bill to have a 
moratorium on waste and are “sitting on the fence”. The Liberals 
keep pushing the spiel that burning waste is part of circular 
economy. We are up against a concerted developed campaign to 
sell waste incineration to the public and we need to get all parties to 
say where they stand before the next elections. 
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Noel D – the point that’s important, we’ve nearly won this battle. The 
thing is, there are other industries in this area. OPAL is using a 
better source of energy, gas. We have to be vigilant; we don’t know 
what Orica is using, or Kelloggs. If they’re not using a better source 
of energy, Suez can approach them to build incinerators there. Until 
we have assurances, we must be vigilant. (BB – for those other 
industries, natural gas is available). 

Kim – they’re ready to go with their EIS, spent a lot of money.  

CH this is a regulation, not legislation. It doesn’t have to go through 
Parliament. The EPA can just adopt it. 

SM – we’ve had a lot of media coverage in last 2 months. 

Resolution to request council to provide trucks to drive past 
campaigners? See what happens with regulation first. ND write 
letters directly to Chris Minns, make him aware of our protest. Also, 
to the present group. Make them aware. EPA wasn’t aware there 
was a better source of energy. We made them aware. All about 
education.  

CH – we’ve had some radio spots, can’t stress enough how hard it is 
to get media coverage. We are trying. Need to focus on federal 
members from all parties, put it to them, in the street – when they’re 
meeting the community. Ask the questions: 

• What’s your attitude to waste incineration? 
• What will you do to stop it contaminating our community? 

Steve thanked Chris and noted that there has been a lot going on. 
 

 

 
10. General Business: Upkeep/mowing of long grass 

It was noted that with the ongoing rain, grass hasn’t been mown and 
council has advised that mowers keep breaking down. Cr D’Souza 
will follow up, but also noted that Covid has caused staff shortages.  
Shade for Heffron Tennis Centre 
Carla has written to council requesting the provision of shade at the 
Heffron Tennis Centre. The existing shade was recently taken down 
as tennis balls were getting caught. Council GM advised that a 
contractor would be organised, but no timeframe was given.  

Resolution 11042022(1): Could council please expedite the 
provision of shade for the Heffron Tennis Centre, and in the 
meantime provide some temporary umbrellas. Carla/Steve 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Removal of pine seedlings and weeds. 
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Resolution 11042022(2): Could council remove pine 
seedlings/weeds from the roundabout median strips in Little Bay 
Road. Steve/Terry CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Raymond Avenue 
The development at Raymond Avenue, Matraville was discussed. It 
is a state significant development and the EIS has listed two 
intersections for exit/entry to the site: Botany Rd/McCauley St and 
Perry St/McCauley St east and west which means trucks can come 
both ways. How will they turn?  Does that mean will the current 
medium strip in McCauley near Perry that stops trucks from entering 
and exiting to be removed.  What about the weight restrictions on 
Perry St? Submissions close on 5 May. Steve will write to Kerry 
Kyriakou, Council’s Director of Planning tomorrow.  Recommend all 
put submissions in. Steve to send a link. 

Resolution 11042022(3): To preserve the quality of life for residents 
could council put in a submission on behalf of the local and greater 
community that the DA be changed so that trucks have to enter and 
exit through McCauley Street and Botany Road. Steve/Judith 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Pedestrian lights at the intersection at Beauchamp Road and 
Bunnerong Road east side 
Resolution 11042022(4): At the present time there are no 
pedestrian lights at Beauchamp Road near the fire station but lights 
on the other three (3) sides. Crossing the road at this location is 
highly dangerous for pedestrians  Could council please review and 
consider installing pedestrian lights at the intersection of 
Beauchamp Road and Bunnerong Road east side; Ann/Ashley 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Repair of traffic island at corner of Bunnerong Road and 
Franklin Street  

Resolution 11042022(6):  Could council please have the traffic 
island at the corner of Bunnerong Road and Franklin Street 
repaired. It has been run over by trucks and people are tripping over 
it. Steve/Terry CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY   

11. Other Business: Nil 
12. Treasurer’s Report: Balance: 2,666.98 

 
13. Next meeting: 9 May 2022 – Hybrid Meeting (Matraville RSL Club and Zoom) to be 

confirmed  
14. Close of meeting: 8.47 pm 
 


