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Re: Little Bay Beach – Detailed Site Investigation required in 2021   

I am writing to advise you about upcoming works in early 2021 to undertake a detailed site 
investigation of Little Bay Beach.

You may be aware that in early August 2020, materials containing asbestos (mainly fibrous 
cement sheeting) was found by a resident at Little Bay Beach. Council took immediate steps to 
address the issue by engaging expert consultants and advisors who attended the site and 
removed the identified materials. These materials were confirmed to be bonded asbestos.

This type of bonded asbestos was typically used in most buildings constructed between the 1920s 
and 1980s and it is considered to be a low-risk. However, it should not be picked up or broken into 
pieces.

Council then appointed external expert consultants and asbestos removalists to undertake ongoing 
inspections of the beach, air monitoring and to visually detect and remove any material which was 
suspected to contain asbestos (this is referred to as ‘emu-picking’). 

Following each instance of an emu-pick, our independent Licenced Asbestos Assessor conducted 
a visual clearance inspection, as required by law, to deem the area visually clear of any material 
which contains asbestos. These clearance certificates and the air monitoring reports are available 
to view on our website.

We understand the community concern regarding asbestos and as such have taken an extremely 
diligent and conservative approach to the management of the beach.

An Interim Human Health Risk Assessment of the beach has also been completed by an 
accredited Human Health Risk Assessor who has identified that the beach, in its current state, 
does not pose an unacceptable health risk to ongoing and future users of the beach, or potentially 
sensitive populations in proximity to the beach. 

The low risk means Council has been able to keep the beach open to general use while managing 
the ongoing removal of materials containing asbestos.

Since August, the ongoing emu-picks have continued to find newly exposed materials containing 
asbestos. This indicates that material is continuing to come to the surface – likely through 
stormwater and tidal impacts.

Our environmental consultant has identified that the source of the material may be from the 
stormwater gullies and ravines on the golf course land, which are eventually deposited onto Little 
Bay Beach.  
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You may be aware that prior to 1988, the land adjacent to the beach was used as the Prince Henry 
Hospital and numerous small structures were previously located on the northern headland of the 
beach. The beach was transferred to the care and control of Randwick City Council in 2008.

Given the ongoing presence of materials containing asbestos, Council has decided to proceed with 
a detailed site investigation of the beach in early 2021. 

This investigation will help Council and the community better understand the extent of any 
materials containing asbestos buried at or near the beach, its location, and help develop a
potential long-term management plan.

The detailed site investigation will involve closing the beach to all public access for up to two 
weeks. This will allow machinery on site to conduct approximately 45 test pits to excavate and
collect soil samples for testing at an accredited laboratory. The test results will provide an 
important insight to what is located underground and will help finalise the Human Health Risk 
Assessment report and provide advice on how best to proceed with the future long-term 
management of Little Bay Beach. 

Throughout the course of the detailed site investigation, the appropriate asbestos controls will be 
implemented by our accredited independent Licenced Asbestos Assessor, to ensure the safety of 
our contractors and the community. 

You will be notified in early 2021 prior to any work commencing at the beach.

In the meantime, Council has created a project page on our website where you can find out more 
about the project, subscribe to receive email updates and download the Human Health Risk 
Assessment Report, clearance certificates and air monitoring reports.

We are also advising beach goers not to touch or pick up any material on the beach that may look 
like pieces of fibro sheeting. The material may be weathered and sometimes looks like shell or 
rock. Signage is being installed at the entrance to the beach to this effect.

Please be assured that Council is taking this matter seriously and public health is our main priority.

Should you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 
9093 6729.

More information can be found at www.randwick.nsw.gov.au

Yours faithfully

Stephen Leung
Project Manager
Infrastructure Services
Randwick City Council




