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Councillor 
contacts

Distributed to every household in Randwick City.

SCENE
council@randwick.nsw.gov.au

The paper used to produce this magazine is PEFC certified. PEFC (Programme for the 
Endorsement of Forest Certification) is an independent, non-profit, non-government organisation, 
which promotes the sustainable management of the world’s forests through third party certification. 
PEFC certification provides an assurance mechanism to purchasers of wood and paper products 
that they come from environmentally appropriate, socially beneficial and economically viable 
managed forests.

Six-year-old Alex from Randwick tries out the 
new Chifley Playground. 

Central Ward
Cr Anthony Andrews (Ind) 
anthony.andrews@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
9962 9134
Cr Ted Seng (Lib) 
ted.seng@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0417 668 820
Cr Geoff Stevenson (ALP)  
geoff.stevenson@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0449 112 177

East Ward
Cr Tony Bowen (ALP) 
tony.bowen@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
9962 8237
 Cr Murray Matson (Greens)  
matson@ihug.com.au  
0409 984 587
 Cr Brendan Roberts (Lib) (Deputy Mayor) 
brendan.roberts@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0439 871 015

North Ward
Cr Kathy Neilson (ALP)  
kathy.neilson@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0477 345 913
Cr Lindsay Shurey (Greens)  
lindsay.shurey@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0477 351 819
Cr Kiel Smith (Lib)  
kiel.smith@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0422 223 269

South Ward
Cr Robert Belleli (Lib)  
robert.belleli@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0407 466 174
Cr Noel D’Souza (ALP) (Mayor) 
noel.dsouza@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
9093 6813
Cr Pat Garcia (ALP)  
pat.garcia@randwick.nsw.gov.au 

West Ward
Cr Greg Moore (ALP)  
greg.moore@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0477 342 930
Cr Scott Nash (Lib)  
scott.nash@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0419 432 160
Cr Harry Stavrinos (Lib)  
harry.stavrinos@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
9962 4275

Randwick City Council 
Customer Service Centre
Address: 30 Frances Street, Randwick, NSW 2031 
Hours: 8.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
Phone: 1300 722 542 Fax: 9319 1510 
Email: council@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Web: www.randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Community Nursery: 9093 6250 
Lionel Bowen Library, Maroubra: 9093 6400 
Randwick eNews: www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/enews 
Malabar Community Library: 9093 6120 
Margaret Martin Library, Randwick: 9093 6100 
Des Renford Leisure Centre: 9093 6300 
SMS service request: 0400 722 542 
Your Say Randwick: www.yoursayrandwick.com.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/randwickcitycouncil  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/randwickmayor 
myRANDWICK app: available for iOS and Android

Randwick City Council services
Call Customer Service on 1300 722 542 for enquiries about:

• animals 
• building and planning
• community info 
• council events
• council meetings 
• development applications
• footpaths 
• garbage services
• graffiti removal 
• green waste
• halls for hire

• illegal dumping 
• on-call clean ups 
• open space hire
• parking  
• parks and beaches
• precinct meetings 
• rates 
• roads
• trees
• waste service

M A Y O R ’ S  M E S S A G E

Merry Christmas to all!

I  hope you enjoy this special festive edition of Scene Magazine - your guide to 
celebrating Christmas and New Year in Randwick City. There are so many 
wonderful events to keep us entertained and inspired this time of year, from 

carols to kids activities to workshops, there really is something for everybody.

I honoured to have recently been re-elected as Mayor of Randwick City and to 
be at the helm of Council during this important time of change for our beautiful 
region. With the merger still on hold pending a ruling on Woollahra’s court case, 
we are pressing on with business as usual - and that’s delivering great services 
and facilities to you.

2016 has been a great year for Randwick City. Randwick Recycling Centre was 
refurbished and upgraded, construction of the new Coogee Beach amenities 
building began and the fabulous Chifley Playground opened to a legion of instant 
fans. 

I encourage everyone to keep safety top of mind while enjoying our stunning 
outdoor spaces this summer and of course, always swim between the flags! 

On behalf of everyone here at Randwick City Council, I wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a joyous New Year. May 2017 bring many wonderful opportunities 
and good fortune to you and your family.

Councillor Noel D’Souza 
Mayor of Randwick

Alcohol is prohibited at Coogee and Clovelly beachside areas 
from 6pm Wednesday 25 January to 8am Friday 27 January 2017.  

www.randwick.nsw.gov.au     
1300 722 542

26
January

Celebrate  
Australia 
Day

in Randwick City

FREE

Waterslides
Coogee Beach 
10am-2pm 

Entertainment
Prince Henry Centre
Little Bay 
12-2pm 

Cover shot by Glenn Duffus.
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Latham Park  
goes all-weather
Randwick City Council is adding to 
its state of the art sporting facilities 
with a new synthetic sports field at 
Latham Park in South Coogee. The 
facility follows the hugely successful 
synthetic field at Heffron Park, which 
opened in 2015. Why synthetic? It 
can be used in all weather conditions, 
with any type of boot or shoe and no 
watering or mowing is required! 

 

news  
in brief
 
Sign up to eNews 
for your weekly fix 
of Randwick Council 
news, projects,  
events and more. 
 randwick.nsw.gov.au/enews

Coogee toilet 
construction 
progresses
Construction is underway on new 
changerooms, showers and toilets 
on the lower promenade at Coogee 
Beach. The construction area is 
now a giant hole in the ground with 
ocean views but it won’t stay like 
that for long, with the foundations 
for the new facilities to be laid soon. 
The new building will provide 21 
toilets and 12 showers including 
accessible cubicles, male and female 
changerooms, a family change area 
with additional showers, public 
lockers, a new Lifeguard Office  
and kiosk.

Improving 
Malabar’s Boat 
Ramp
Malabar Beach and Long Bay are 
hubs of activity for residents and 
visitors who utilise the area for 
swimming, fishing, snorkelling, 
diving, kayaking and paddle 
boarding. Randwick City Council 
has partnered with Roads and 
Maritime Services (RMS) to 
investigate options for improving 
Malabar Boat Ramp and surrounds. 
Council staff are currently 
reviewing community feedback to 
develop a plan to upgrade the boat 
ramp. www.yoursayrandwick.
com.au/malabarboatramp

K2K Urban Design Competition 
Winners Announced
The K2K Urban Design Competition was won by JMD, Hill Thalis + Bennett 
and Trimble as chosen by an independent jury panel. The ideas competition 
is part of Council’s process for taking control of the future of the Kensington 
and Kingsford Town Centres. Council staff are presently reviewing the 
winning design to identify key ideas that could potentially be included in a 
Planning Strategy for the town centres. Only proposals located within the 
town centres’ boundary, and which offer substantial community benefits, are 
being considered. Council is under no obligation to use the designs from the 
Competition. A new planning strategy will be on public exhibition soon.  
www.yoursayrandwick.com.au  

Fun  
Facts:

465
people attended 

heritage events at 
the Library

584
native trees planted 

by Bush Care 
volunteers 

2,189 
kWh of power 

generated from 
Council solar panels

N E W S

Kensington 
Community Centre 
well underway
Kensington Community Centre at 
Kensington Park is due to open in 2017. 
This exciting project will convert the 
old Kensington Bowling Club into a vital 
community hub with rooms for hire, 
onsite parking, a half basketball court 
and landscaped grounds. An outdoor 
gym is also planned for the adjacent 
park at a later stage.

Road rage

Smoking on beaches

Swimming outside  
the flags

Thumbs  
down

Just in time for  
summer
Coogee Beach Promenade and Ross Jones 
Memorial Pool are open to the public again 
after being significantly damaged in the 
massive storm of June 2016. Custom 
pavers had to be manufactured interstate 
to match the original 30-year-old pavers on 
the promenade, which are such a defining 
feature of Coogee Beach. The repairs are 
now complete - just in time for summer!

How local are you?
Think you know a thing or two about 
Randwick City? Take our local quiz to  
find out just how local you are.

1.  Where is ‘The Bra’?

2.   Who was the first Mayor of Randwick?

3.   Where would you be if you were 
meeting someone at the ‘Whale’s Tail’?

4.   Kingsford is named after who?

5.   Which beach used to be known as 
Little Coogee?

6.   How many beaches are in Randwick 
City? (see page 7 for a tip!)

7.   Name three ocean pools in Randwick 
City.

8.   Trams were removed from Randwick 
City in which decade?

9.   True or false: The traditional 
custodians of the land are the Bidjigal 
people. 

10.   Randwick Mayor Noel D’Souza is the 
first Mayor of ______ heritage.

Thumbs  
up 
Snorkelling at  
Gordons Bay

Ethical Christmas Gifts

Coogee Carols

Council merger
The Supreme Court is deliberating 
on Woollahra Council’s case 
opposing a merger proposal by 
the NSW Government to create 
a new eastern beaches council of 
Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra 
Council. In the meantime, our 
staff are getting on with the job of 
planning for the future and making 
sure that if the merger happens, we 
can continue to provide the same 
high-quality services and facilities.

July – September 2016

Fred’s Boardwalk 
The final stage of the Fred Hollows 
Reserve Boardwalk upgrade will 
soon be underway. Upgrades to 
the southern and northern entry 
points were completed by Council 
in 2015, with the installation of a 
new recycled plastic boardwalk. 
The Reserve was named in honour 
of the late Fred Hollows, a long time 
Randwick resident and renowned 
ophthalmologist and philanthropist.

  Local Ironman 
legend honoured
The 25m indoor pool at the 
Des Renford Leisure Centre 
(DRLC) will be renamed the 
‘Barry Rodgers Pool’ after local 
triple Ironman champion Barry 
Rodgers, who sadly passed away 
in June. Randwick Mayor Noel 
D’Souza says it is a fitting tribute 
to a man who dedicated so much 
of his life to swimming coaching 
and surf lifesaving. “Barry’s 
contribution to swimming and 
to our community was immense 
and he will not be forgotten,” 
said Mayor D’Souza. Barry and 
his brother not only helped build 
the pool at DRLC, they also ran 
the swim school there, training 
swimmers of all levels including 
Olympic champions Max 
Metzker, Graeme Brewer and 
Ron McKeon.

How did you do?  
(See page 14 for answers)

1-3:  Shhh...maybe keep this one 
low key.

4-5:  Promise you show, but more to 
learn you have.

6-8: Nice job! You’re definitely local.

9:  Randwick City is in your blood.

10:   Call us, you can be the next 
Mayor.
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10 things to keep the  
kids busy this summer

Discover a new beach
So you’ve been to Coogee Beach 
and Maroubra Beach, but did you 

know there are 10 beaches in Randwick 
City? What about exploring a new 
beach that’s a little off the beaten 
track? These beaches are generally only 
known to locals and well-seasoned 
travellers but they promise hours of 
fun and exploring for intrepid and 
curious little ones. For an off-the-track 
beach experience it’s hard to beat Little 
Bay Beach. It’s generally a calm bay 
with crystal clear water and coarse 
sand. Bring your flippers and snorkels 
to explore the rock ledges. There’s 
plenty of rock pools and sandstone 
cliffs to explore. Another less well 
known option is Congwong Beach at 
La Perouse. Get to ‘LaPa’ early to get a 
park and then you’ll have your choice 
of beach positions. These two beaches 
are not patrolled by Lifeguards or 
Lifesavers so be careful and swim to 
your ability and conditions.

The Pedal Park
Heffron Park, 30 Jersey Rd 
Maroubra

Opened in 2013 by then Mayor Tony 
Bowen, the Heffron Pedal Park in 
Maroubra is a miniature road network 
specifically designed for bikes and 
scooters. It is complete with bridges, 
traffic lights and even a roundabout. 
It’s a great place for kids to learn about 
road rules and develop their riding skills 
in a safe space. Why not bring a picnic 
and setup for the day? Nearby there are 
toilets, a playground and cricket nets.

Chifley Playground
Chifley Sports Reserve, Hastings Ave 
Chifley

Kids in Randwick City are spoilt  
for choice when it comes to quality 
playgrounds. The new kid on the block 
is Chifley Playground, which was 
opened in September 2016 by Mayor 
Noel D’Souza. The facility is the biggest 
playground in Randwick City and packs 
in a central mound area, sensory space, 
swing and play units, flying foxes, 
seating and picnic facilities. It’s also 
specifically designed for children of  
all abilities. 

Discover your coast 
school holiday program

The Randwick City Council’s Marine 
and Coastal Discovery school holiday 
program offers a range of fun, outdoor 
activities over summer. The little 

ones can explore rock pools, try out 
snorkelling, kayaking, adventure boat 
trips and more. Get in early as the 
program does book out. The events are 
either free or low-cost and most require 
an adult to attend with their child.
Bookings:  
www.randwick.nsw.gov.au

School holiday activities 
at the library
Maroubra, Randwick and  
Malabar Libraries 

Adventurous readers in years K-6 
should sign up to our heroes and 
villains themed Summer Reading Club 
between 7 December and 24 January 
for a chance to win amazing prizes! If 
you’re in high school and plan to be 
reading over the summer holidays, why 
not be rewarded for it? Sign up to the 
Teen Summer Reading Challenge at any 
of our library locations; entry is free 
and every book you read gets you in the 
running to win one of many excellent 
prizes.
Bookings:  
www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/library

Skate parks
Maroubra Beach and Chifley  
Sports Reserve

Randwick City has two awesome 
skate parks. The Maroubra Bowl is 
firmly established on the skate scene 
and Chifley Skate Park was opened in 
2015 by Mayor D’Souza at the recently 
transformed Chifley Sports Reserve. 
The skate parks are good for boards, 
bikes and scooters. Kids need to be 
confident before trying these parks and 
there is skate etiquette to be aware of.

DRLC vacation care
Cnr Jersey Rd and Robey St, 
Maroubra

Des Renford Leisure Centre (DRLC) has 
a mega summer vacation care program 
for kids aged 5-12, which runs from 
19-23 December and 9-27 January. 
Kids will be kept busy with a variety of 

sports, coaching clinics, arts and crafts, 
in-house movies and excursions. The 
cost is $51.80 per child, per day. The 
famous inflatable pool slide will also 
be up every day these school holidays 
and available for use with general pool 
admission.
Bookings:  
9093 6399 or www.drlc.com.au

Malabar Ocean Pool
Bay Parade, Malabar

Malabar Ocean Pool is one of eight 
ocean pools in Randwick City and is 
probably one of the least frequented. 
It’s a large, man-made ocean pool 
with an entry ramp for easy access. 
There’s plenty of flat concrete to dry 
out on after a swim, or play handball! 
Explore the rocks around the bay and 
grab some lunch at Malabar shops. 
The water quality in the bay has 
significantly improved in recent years 
thanks to ongoing work by Randwick 
City Council and Sydney Water. 

Outdoor ping pong
Frank Doyle Reserve, Randwick

Bring your bats and ping pong balls for 
the ultimate ping pong challenge. Frank 
Doyle Reserve Playground is a little 
playground in Randwick with a popular 
ping pong table. The playground also 
includes swings, slides and a climbing 
web best suited for younger children.

Snorkel at Gordons 
Bay
Gordon Avenue, Clovelly

Gordons Bay is half way between 
Coogee Beach and Clovelly Beach along 
the Coastal Walkway. The pocket-sized 
beach is lined with racks of boats from 
the local fishing club, reminiscent of 
a European fishing village. On a hot 
summer’s day the water is aqua and 
crystal clear. Hidden beneath the water 
is the Gordons Bay Underwater Nature 
Trail – a self-guided scuba diving or 
snorkelling adventure. The trail can be 
compared to a bushwalking track in 
the wilderness, only it’s underwater. It 
usually takes about 40 minutes to dive 
the 600 metre trail, or on a clear day 
it’s possible to snorkel the underwater 
trail from the surface. Concrete filled 
drums linked by chain sit about 20 
metres apart to form the trail, with 
information displayed on steel plaques 
along the way. Look out for the local 
blue groper – Bluey!

Summer in Randwick City is one of the 
best times of the year. The days are longer, 
the weather’s great and everyone seems 
to have a smile on their face. There are 
plenty of things to keep kids busy and so 
many new places to explore. Here is our 
top 10 list of things guaranteed to keep 
the little ones entertained this summer!
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SWIMMING: ✶✶✶✶

ACCESSIBILITY: ✶

Play safe this summer! 
Diving and jumping into rock or ocean 
pools is never advisable as it is easy 
to misjudge depths. Rocks and other 
materials can easily move during storms 
and king tides so even if you know the 
location well, things might have changed!

G iles Baths is one of Randwick City’s eight 
ocean pools. This picturesque, tidal pool at  
the north end of Coogee Beach nestles under 

the Bali Memorial at Dunningham Reserve and the 
old ‘Giles Gym and Baths’ portico which still serves 
as an entrance to the pool below. 

Built in 1928 under the direction of Mr Oscar Giles, 
this natural rock pool, also known as the ‘Bogey 
Hole’, served as a male-only bathing facility for 
many years. The rock pool was complemented 
by gymnasiums and a sauna. It was also home 
to a progressive range of health, weight loss and 
medical treatments including electricity therapy, 
sweat boxes, hydrotherapy and massage. The 
building was demolished in 2000, leaving only the 
iconic white portico behind. 

The swimming experience can be perfectly serene 
at low tide - reminiscent of a Mediterranean island 
setting. But being right at the tip of Dolphins Point 
and exposed to the elements, Giles can become 
quite wild with rising tides. 

The force of the elements proved their power when 
the super storm of June 2016 battered our coast. 
The storm saw Giles Baths closed for a number of 
months after a giant boulder found its way into 
the bottom of the normally pristine pool. Even the 
steel hand railing was no match for those wild days, 
which was left flattened like rubber under the force 
of the king tides.

After careful planning, Council staff devised a way 
to safely remove the 30-tonne rock from its new 
home at the bottom of the pool. Two excavators 
were lowered into the baths by a crane set up on 
Dunningham Reserve. The rock was then split 
up and lifted away piece by piece. The enticing 
summer swimming destination is now open again 
for summer.

Discover more stunning Randwick City 
ocean pools www.randwick.nsw.gov.au 

Overall rating: ✶✶✶✶✶

VIEWS:     ✶✶✶✶✶ 
PARKING: ✶✶

S C E N E  S U M M E R  2 0 1 7

Giles Baths
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There are a variety of amazing events on offer in Randwick 
City to help you celebrate Christmas and New Year in your 
own special way. Annual carol events are held throughout the 
area, so all through December there are places to go and things 
to see. These events culminate with Council’s Coogee Carols 
which draws tens of thousands of people to Goldstein Reserve 
on the beautiful shoreline of Coogee Beach. Bring a picnic 
blanket, your favourite people and don a Santa hat to sing 
along with the fabulous line up of entertainment!

Randwick City also has plenty of options for sourcing unique 
and interesting Christmas presents. Randwick Council’s ‘Best 
Gift In the World’ offers a range of gifts that are great to 
receive but also have a positive impact on the world around 
us. For the green thumbs among us, Randwick Community 
Nursery is hosting its famous Saturday Summer Sale on 
3 December. Check out their amazing stock of native and 
indigenous plants for a living gift. 

The Best Gift in the World -  
A gift that won’t cost the earth!  

www.thebestgift.com.au

There are a variety of childrens’ activities on offer throughout 
the festive season, with the Des Renford Leisure Centre and 
Randwick City Libraries being first port of call for parents on 
the lookout for creative kids’ entertainment. 

New Year’s Eve will see Coogee Beach light up again with 
Coogee Sparkles - a truly magical event with 9pm fireworks 
that the whole family can enjoy.

January sees the fun continue for Australia Day celebrations 
at Coogee Beach, when Goldstein Reserve will be turned into 
a waterslide aqua park and Little Bay, which will host live 
entertainment and a citizenship ceremony. 

For a complete list of events and info for a happy healthy 
summer, visit Council’s website www.randwick.nsw.gov.au

W hether you plan to explore foreign 
shores, stay close to home or ramp up 
for your busiest work period of the year, 

the excitement of the festive season in Randwick 
City is inescapable. Food and drink are shared in 
abundance, music fills the streets, we welcome 
visitors from around the world, and family and 
friends come together to celebrate the year gone 
by and joys ahead. Most of all, it’s a time to simply 
enjoy being together. 

Got  

little ones  

to keep up with over the 

summer? Check  

out our Top 10  

Tips for Kids in  

Randwick City 

 (pg. 6)

Construction is underway at Coogee Beach  
to build a brand new amenities building. This has 
reduced the area available for Coogee Carols and 
Coogee Sparkles, but the events will go ahead as 
planned. Make sure you get there early to secure 
your spot! 

CAROLS
in Randwick city

Matraville  Carols  by  Candlelight
Saturday 10 December, 5-9pm

Barwon Park, Matraville  

Carols  by  the  Sea
Saturday 10 December, 6-10pm

Grant Reserve, Coogee 
Organised by the local churches.   

CAROLS  BY  CANDLELIGHT
Sunday 11 December, 4.30-8pm

St Lukes Anglican Church, corner Varna Street 
and Arden Street, Clovelly. 

South  Maroubra  Christmas  Party 
Saturday 17 December, 2-6pm

South Maroubra Village Green, corner Malabar 
Road and Meagher Avenue, Maroubra. 

Coogee  Carols
Sunday 18 December 6.30-8.30pm
Goldstein Reserve, Coogee Beach    

Check out  our What’s On guide 
 (pg. 15) for dates  and details of  summer’s  best events! 

10
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Got problem waste?

T he Randwick Recycling Centre in 
Matraville has recently expanded 
its services to collect even 

more household items, solving many 
‘problem waste’ disposal dilemmas like 
gas bottles, used oil, batteries, paints 
and light bulbs.

Disposing of these items correctly 
can be confusing, so people often 
resort to putting them in the rubbish. 
Unfortunately this just sends the 
problem to landfill where the nasties 
leach into the environment.

The additional services now on offer at 
the Randwick Recycling Centre make 
it an easy, one-stop solution to reuse 
resources and keep chemicals and 
electronics out of landfill. 

The additional services and upgrade 
to the centre have been made possible 
by a Waste Less Recycle More grant 
from the NSW Environmental Trust 
and NSW Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA), who will collect and 
recycle the waste received by Council.

Residents in Randwick City are keen recyclers with 
approximately 1,500 residents already visiting the centre 
each month. These numbers are expected to increase by 
at least 20% in the next year. Way to go Randwick City!

Randwick Council also offers chemical drop-off days, 
twice annual scheduled clean-ups and on-call clean-ups, 
as well as regular rubbish, recycling and green waste 
services. 

Look out for your annual waste calendar in your mailbox 
or visit Council’s website for more information.

For 35 years, the Randwick Recycling 
Centre has been at the forefront of 
recycling technology, offering residents 
free drop-off services for a range of 
problem waste. 

R E C Y C L I N G  S C E N E

Randwick Recycling Centre 
accepts:

WhitegoodsPlastic
shopping bags Polystyrene

Gas bottles and 
fire extinguisher

 Household and 
car batteries

Garden  
organics

Motor and  
other oilsMobile phonesInk cartridges

Fluoro globes  
and tubes

Cardboard 
and paper

Computers and 
televisions

As well as all excess regular recyclables 

Randwick  
Recycling  
Centre

72 Perry Street, Matraville: 

6am-3pm Monday to Friday  
8am-11am on Saturdays 

Mayor of Randwick, Noel D’Souza, says 
the expanded services will help reduce 
the incidence of problem waste in 
household rubbish bins.

“We’re incredibly excited 
to see an expansion 

of services to include 
household problem waste.

“Through better education and access 
to these services, we’re able to do our 
bit for the environment by collecting, 
recycling and disposing of hazardous 
household waste appropriately 
and staying true to Randwick City 
Council’s continued commitment to 
sustainability,” said Mayor D’Souza.  

Bruce Notley Smith MP, Member for Coogee 
and Randwick Mayor Noel D’Souza at Randwick 
Recycling Centre.
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Times Gone By…
Tower of power
The La Perouse Watch Tower was 
built circa 1820 to stop convicts from 
escaping and provide a lookout point 
to watch for smugglers. The tower 
later housed the area’s first school. 

 
For whom the toll tolls
Sick of paying road tolls? Spare 
a thought for those who lived in 
Randwick City in the 1800s. Not 
only were the roads fairly average, 
but there were toll booths located 
on Parramatta Road, Annandale 
and on Newtown, Botany, South 
Head and Frenchmans roads. A 
letter to the Sydney Morning Herald 
in 1855 complained that the roads 
were too narrow to pass and that 
nine carts had capsized along the 
road to Randwick in one week.

Infamously wrecked
Two ship wrecks at Maroubra Beach 
in the late 1800s helped put the little 
known seaside area on the map. The 
Hereward wreck in 1898 and the 
Tekapo wreck a year later, attracted 
thousands of tourists. The Hereward 
lay unceremoniously on the beach 
for almost 70 years with Council 
eventually resorting to gelignite to 
safely blow up the last remaining 
pieces. Elements of the wreck can 
still be found beneath the water. 

 
 
Township rivalry
In 1909 the township of Coogee 
threatened to secede from the 
municipality. The Coogee Progress 
Association alleged neglect of 
roads and streets which Mayor 
Snape emphatically denied.

History in numbers...

When it  
happened...
17 April 1833 
First formal horse race at the course 
now known as Royal Randwick. 

9 March 1881 
Tram line to Randwick 
commences operation.

October 1887
 An early morning ‘bathers’ 
tram begins operation from the 
city to Coogee via Waverley.

1914
 Little Coogee renamed Clovelly. 

August 1859
Coogee Bay Road constructed 
between Carrington Rd and 
Coogee Beach. This was the new 
Council’s first major project.

1881 
Fort built on Bare Island.

12 December 1907 
Wylie’s Baths opens.

Acknowledgement. Information for this section is obtained from “Randwick” by Pauline Curby published 
in 2009 to celebrate 150 years of local government in Randwick City. The book is available for sale from 
Randwick City Library. Phone (02) 9093 6400.
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The number of passengers 
a ‘horse bus’ could carry 
in the late 1800s.

183m   
The length of the ill-fated 
Coogee Pier which opened 
on 24 July 1928. Battered by 
the seas, it was demolished 
just six years later in 1934.

£5,000
The cost of the Randwick 
Bookmobile which launched  
in 1953.

£8 
The cost of an acre 
of land in Coogee or 
Maroubra in 1869.

H I S T O R I C  S C E N E

SAT 10
DECEMBER 

MATRAVILLE CAROLS  
BY CANDLELIGHT

5–9pm 
Barwon Park, Matraville 

Cost: Free

SAT 31 
DECEMBER

COOGEE  SPARKLES 

9–9:30pm 
Coogee Beach 

Cost: Free

December 2016  
to February 2017

For more information on events visit www.randwick.nsw.gov.au or call 1300 722 542

SAT 3 
DECEMBER

NURSERY  SUMMER  SATURDAY  
SALE 

9am–4pm  
Randwick Community Nursery 

THURS 26 
JANUARY

AUSTRALIA  DAY 

Coogee Beach and Little Bay 
Cost: Free

SAT 18
FEBRUARY

PERMABEE  GARDEN   
VOLUNTEERS

2–4pm 
Permaculture Interpretive Garden 

Randwick Community Centre 

WED 8
FEBRUARY

FRED  HOLLOWS  RESERVE 
 BUSHCARE 

9am–1pm 
At the Bligh Street end of the 

Reserve 

SAT 3
DECEMBER

KINGSFORD  NOODLE  MARKETS  

12–9pm 
Meeks Street, Kingsford 

Cost: Free  
 

SUN 5
FEBRUARY

LADIES  POOL  BUSHCARE 

8–10am 
McIvers Ladies’ Pool 

 Coogee 

SUN 11
DECEMBER

CAROLS  BY  CANDLELIGHT

4.30–8pm 
St Luke’s Anglican Church 

 Clovelly  
Cost: Free  

MON 5
DECEMBER

eSAFETY  FOR  YOUNG  PEOPLE

6–7:30pm 
Cost: Free 

Margaret Martin Library 

 

SAT 10
DECEMBER 

CAROLS  BY  THE  SEA 

6–10pm 
Grant Reserve, Coogee 

Cost: Free

FRI 9
DECEMBER 

MATRAVILLE  FAMILY  FUN  DAY

3–6pm 
Memorial Park, Matraville 

Cost: Free

SAT 17
DECEMBER

SOUTH  MAROUBRA CHRISTMAS 
PARTY

2–6pm  
South Maroubra Village Green 

Cost: Free

SUN 18 
DECEMBER

COOGEE  CAROLS 

6:30–8:30pm  
Goldstein Reserve  

Coogee Beach 
Cost: Free

SAT 31 
DECEMBER

COOGEE  SPARKLES

9pm  
Coogee Beach 

Cost: Free
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Answers from ‘How local are you?’ quiz on page 5: 1) Maroubra  2) Simeon Pearce 3) Coogee 4) Aviator Sir Charles Kingsford Smith 5) Clovelly 6) 10  7) Geoff 
James Pool, Clovelly; Giles Baths, Coogee; Ross Jones Memorial Pool, Coogee; Wylies Baths, Coogee; McIvers Baths, Coogee; Ivor Rowe Rockpool, South 
Coogee; Mahon Pool, Maroubra; Malabar Ocean Pool  8) 1960s  9) True 10) Indian   

14

SUN 16
OCTOBER

WORLD’S LARGEST THONG RACE + 
VICTOR CHANG FAMILY GALA DAY

7am-5pm 
Des Renford Leisure Centre, 

Heffron Park 

MON 9 – SAT 28
JANUARY

SUMMER  MARINE  
AND  COASTAL  PROGRAM 

Various Locations 

THURS 2
FEBRUARY

MAROUBRA  DUNES  BUSHCARE

9am–1pm 
Meet at South Maroubra  

Surf Club carpark 



S C E N E  S U M M E R  2 0 1 7

New Year’s Eve 201 6

NEW YEAR’S EVE 2015

Coogee Beach, 9pm

www.randwick.nsw.gov.au

Bring your family  

and friends to this 

spectacular fireworks 

display and find out  

why it’s one of the  

hottest free NYE  

events in town!


