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Peter Fagan 

Secretary 
 

Eric Ooms 

1. Attendance: 13+ residents as per attendance book, Cr Danny Said, Cr 
Carlos Da Rocha, Cr Noel D’Souza, Chris Hanson – No More 
Incinerators, Josh Hay, Manager Communications, Jo Chittick 
minute taker  

2. Welcome and 
Acknowledgment of 
Country 

Peter welcomed everyone to the Zoom meeting and gave the 
Acknowledgement of Country.  
 

3. Apologies: Bill Burst, Gail Tring  
4. Declaration of 
interests: 

Peter and Charles are members of Botany Mill Community 
Liaison Group (Opal Paper and Recycling,) and Port Botany 
Community Consultative Committee. 
Peter is a member of Botany Cogeneration Plant Community 
Reference Group (Suez and Opal Paper and Recycling, B9 Mill, 
Matraville), Malabar Wastewater Treatment Plant Community 
Consultative Group and Save Yarra Bay Executive. 
Charles is a member of the Friends of La Perouse Museum.  

5. Minutes of previous 
meeting  

The minutes of the September meeting were distributed by 
email and were accepted. Charles Abela/Chris Hanson 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

6. Toilet block 
overlooking Congwong 
Bay 
 
 

Peter reminded everyone that there were six days left to submit 
comments on the proposed upgrade to the toilet block. He had 
received an email from a resident drawing attention to the fact 
that the location of the existing block is exposed to extreme 
weather conditions and the idea of having a garden on roof is 
completely unrealistic and impractical, likely to end up with dried 
up, wind-blown plants. 
 
Charles was in favour that the block be where it is but at a lower 
level. He also suggested another site on Anzac Pde between 
where the block is now and the start of shops, north side of 
Anzac Pde, where the park adjoins the bus stop, with entrance 
at a lower level and the roof at the level of the park, so not 
visible or obtrusive. That would be an excellent alternate 
location. If it was located there, the problem of having to cross 
the road could be mitigated by reducing the speed limit. This 
would also address the other problem of hooning on the local 
streets. 
 
Peter agreed that capacity is important and viewed it as a lost 
opportunity if the existing facility is refurbished with additional 
capacity only for the disabled. He is writing to Council 
expressing his disappointment at the lack of vision and 



 

 

imagination on this project and asking them to reconsider. 
 
Cr D’Souza advised he will explore the idea of lowering the 
building and looking at where there is room for functional 
improvement if it has to stay at that site. What is proposed is a 
cosmetic improvement and not functional. A new facility could 
offer more capacity, ample showers, baby wash facilities etc. A 
lot is possible if Council were to use some imagination. 
 
Peter urged people to express their disappointment with the 
proposal, send their comments to the website link and ask 
council to reconsider: 
https://www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au/la-perouse-amenities-
block-upgrade 
 

7. Traffic issue at 
Jenner Street/Brodie 
Street/Pine Street 
intersection near Prince 
Henry cafes and shops 
 

Safety options were discussed regarding drivers doing illegal U-
turns at the Jenner/Pine Ave intersection. A local resident had 
raised the matter with Council’s Traffic Manager who responded 
that the examined crash history of the site from Jan. 2016 to the 
current month showed only one reported crash in Jan. 2016. 
The council traffic manager advised that compared to many 
other sites, the intersection is functioning safely and they are 
therefore unwilling to give modification of it any priority. They will 
inform Eastern Beaches police to patrol the area. 
 
Peter to send the email from the Traffic Manager to Susan 
Graham and cc her any other related correspondence. 
 
Cr Da Rocha cautioned that road calming devices can create 
other problems such as noise at night that affects residents. 
 
Speed humps and roundabouts were discussed but were not 
thought to be a good solution. Susan Graham thought that the 
area was not often congested and it might be best to drop the 
matter. 
 
Cr Da Souza advised that the three Soth Ward Councillors could 
put a notice of motion requesting a traffic study at this site and 
come back with ideas to make the area safer. There was further 
discussion led by Councillor Said about doing a traffic study on 
the Pine Avenue / Anzac Parade roundabouts and pedestrian 
crossing which are actually more dangerous, or a general traffic 
study of both issues. Cr D’Souza undertook to move forward on 
this. 
 
Peter said he would leave it to councillors to come up with 
something that addresses the key issues and thanked them for 
taking the initiative. 
 
 
 

8. Other traffic issues – 
summer crowds and 
parking – speed humps 

Councillor Said advised that he had put a motion through for 
tomorrow night’s Council meeting, referring to what happened 
around the beaches last summer. He said that Council needs to 
be specific about its coastal plan, or the traffic and congestion 



 

 

issues will occur again this year. Council need to formulate a 
plan for parking, traffic, toilets and rubbish, at all the beaches in 
South Ward and talk to the Prince Henry group, Bays & 
Beaches precinct and Malabar precinct to get ideas from 
residents. That should certainly include extra parking officers. 
Councillor Said wants to make sure they are proactive rather 
than reactive. 
The policy on the coast last year was based on Covid. This year, 
it should be on how to mitigate crowding and over-use problems. 
Little Bay, Malabar, La Perouse, Congwong, Yarra Bay and 
Frenchmans Bay will all be very busy on public holidays and hot 
weekend days. 
 
Susan Graham advised that she had a meeting last week with 
the General Manager and Todd Clarke, and discussed signage 
in strategic locations to let people know when the beach is full, 
and asking them to go somewhere else. Susan admitted that 
people coming from far away were not likely to turn around. 
 
Charles raised the motor bike noise problem in the area. Cr 
D’Souza would like more police patrols at La Perouse and will 
pursue that with the new Mayor. 
 
Resolution 25102021(1): Bays & Beaches Precinct requests 
that council investigates the new technology being trialled by 
Bayside council to identify vehicle noise. Bays & Beaches 
Precinct also urges Council to request increased police patrols 
in the La Perouse area to discourage anti-social hoon activity. 
Charles Abela/Chris Hanson CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Fading paint marking on roadways 
 
Chris reported that line marking on roads has worn away in 
some areas. People don’t see Give Way signs and are driving 
through them and also coming out of Jennifer Street without 
stopping. He suggested the need for Give Way signs to be 
changed to Stop signs from some side streets. 
 
Peter asked Chris to itemise the areas where the paint is worn 
and make the case for changing Give Way signs to Stop signs, 
so we can work with Susan from the Prince Henry site and 
ensure these matters get reported to Council. 
 
Peter noted that line marking is critical for safety (for example 
double white lines in Little Bay Road) and must be maintained. 
Peter thanked Chris for raising this matter. 
 
Jacquie to send Peter an email from Michael Daley in Oct. last 
year with his suggestions regarding traffic problems and asking 
everyone for their suggestions  
 

9. . Opal Paper Mill 
Cogeneration plant 
(Suez WtE incinerator 
proposal) 

Chris Hanson from No More Incinerators (NMI) updated the 
meeting: 
 



 

 

  A motion was passed by Bayside Council on 13/10. They will 
be developing a community awareness program on the 
incinerator and unanimously supported the motion from their 
Councillors Currie and Morrison to object to the incinerator 
and support NMI. Bayside Council are also looking at putting 
signage on billboards around the airport and on some of 
their trucks as well. Quite a good win for the campaign. 

 Cr Christina Curry distributed 1000 A5 flyers in Botany and 
Banksmeadow, and Natalie Hudson is distributing a similar 
number in Hillsdale (Bayside LGA). NMI volunteers are now 
delivering flyers throughout the Randwick LGA. Anyone with 
a couple of free hours of an evening is invited contact NMI 
by email and they will provide a 30min induction. 

 We had a significant meeting last Thursday (21/10/21). 
Loubna Haikal, a retired local doctor from Maroubra, wrote to 
the EPA about her dissatisfaction on how they are handling 
review of the SUEZ proposal. Loubna and Chris met with 
EPA senior people responsible for advising the NSW 
Government. We pointed out it was a biased report, and not 
independent. And that the Sydney Uni report doesn’t 
consider other options. We pointed out that we had sufficient 
evidence, with Waste to Energy (WtE) problems well 
documented overseas and that a circular economy would be 
more benefit to the economy, environment and health of the 
community. A more detailed summary of the meeting has 
been posted on our website. We offered to meet again, 
share information and provide more information on the 
modelling we used, which they had not considered. Will 
keep you informed on the EPA‘s response. 

 This Thursday (28/10/21), we are again meeting with the 
EPA and Matt Kean’s Deputy Chief of Staff (thanks to 
Councillor D’Souza). We will be exploring why they haven’t 
ruled Suez’s incinerator out, similar to those in Western 
Sydney and why they are still considering WtE as a means 
of managing Sydney’s waste – particularly given that they 
don’t want to have a proliferation of incinerators in Sydney. A 
summary of the meeting will be posted on NMI’s website and 
FB pages after the meeting. 

 We know that SUEZ is already talking to ministers to try to 
get exemption to the EIS. And we need everyone to (a) 
continue to write objections to Ministers Kean and Stokes 
(submissions must be unique to be counted – see NMI’s 
website) and (b) put the coreflute posters up on their fences 
and in their front yards (email: 
nomoreincinerators@gmail.com if you want one). 

Peter thanked Chris for his update. Jacquie also thanked Chris. 
 

10. Input to Council 
Budget  

Peter asked for suggestions for the Council Operational Plan 
and Budget. The following suggestions were made: 
 



 

 

 Allocate budget to supporting the NMI campaign, similar to 
Bayside Council. Cr Da Rocha advised that he is putting 
forward a motion tomorrow for council to continue to put 
pressure on the government, use our green waste trucks to 
advertise and get the message out. Cr D’Souza agreed that 
the motion is very relevant and important and reinforces all 
we’ve said. He thanked Chris for everything he is doing. 
 

  Increase the tree canopy in Randwick. Fred Williams 
Reserve hasn’t had new trees planted for a while. Some 
have died. At the end of Phillip Bay, on the big grass hill 
there used to be native trees but they are now all cleared. 
We would like trees and shrubbery for birds. Also, up the top 
of Yarra Bay by Centennial Park, between the cemetery and 
beach, right down the end is bare grass. We would like trees 
everywhere. Councillor Said advised that council has had a 
policy for tree canopy for over a year and these suggestions 
are in line with that. Sometimes we can’t put them in certain 
areas that are not council areas but Crown Land. Some 
Crown Land claims have been made and we have to be 
careful. Cr D’Souza said council is also considering 
architectural design, sustainable living and greening the 
environment. Charles was also wary of the need to be 
careful where trees were planted, giving consideration to 
potential fire hazard. 

 
11. Overflowing rubbish 
bins on the Little Bay 
Cove site 
 

Peter reported a problem at the Meriton site, Little Bay Cove. 
The site has been fenced off by Meriton but people have made 
holes in the fence to allow children to play in the playground and 
to walk dogs. The rubbish bins are 100% full of dog excrement 
and the flies and smell are noticeable. Chris also advised that 
he’s seen a depression full of water in the fenced off area that 
could be dangerous if children were playing in the area; the 
stagnant water would also be breeding ground for mosquitoes. 
 
Cr Da Rocha advised that a resolution would force council to 
serve a health notice and Health Inspectors could then act. 
 
Resolution 25102021(2): Bays & Beaches Precinct has 
become aware of overflowing rubbish bins creating a public 
health hazard on the Meriton site at Little Bay Cove. We urge  
Council to please consider what they can do to force Meriton to 
cooperate to remove waste from these bins as it is unacceptable 
for waste to be allowed to accumulate at a building site. Council 
is urged to consider removing its bins from within the Meriton 
site, instead placing them outside the site, and emptying them 
regularly. Susan Graham/Jacquie Charlesworth CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 
 

12. News and reports 
from Chairpersons 
 

Sand loss and damage to Botany Bay beaches 
 
Peter advised that John Burgess, amateur fishing movement 



 

 

leader from Maroubra rang recently to advise of the sand loss 
and damage from Botany Bay beaches including Yarra Bay and 
Frenchmans Bay, during recent weather. 
 
Jacquie confirmed there was an 11-meter swell with huge waves 
that did cause a lot of damage. She reported that a big concrete 
cap on a sewer main at Yarra Point was washed off by the 
strength of waves and moved away and that the waves came 
right up to the bush. The sand has now recovered. 
Jacquie is to photograph the broken sewer cap and share the 
photos with Peter, who undertook to take it up with Malabar 
Waste Water Community Consultation group. 
 

13. Other Business: Friends of La Perouse Museum 
 
Carol advised that the fencing around La Perouse monument is 
now being replaced and thanked Councillors Said, Da Rocha 
and D’Souza for pushing for this. She encouraged everyone to 
promote the Friends of La Perouse Museum, now open at 
weekends, and to join the Facebook page. 
 
Peter thanked everyone for attending the meeting and asked 
that they find time to submit comments on the amenities block 
and also make submissions to the Minister for Environment re 
the Matraville incinerator/cogeneration plant. 
 

14. Meeting closed: 8.48 pm  
15. Next meeting: Meet the Candidates Monday 10 November Zoom Meeting (to 

be confirmed) 
 
AGM and General Meeting Monday 22 November, 7pm Zoom 
meeting (to be confirmed)  

 


