
 
RANDWICK PRECINCT 

Facebook: “Randwick Precinct” For info about Precincts see: www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/Precincts 
Minutes of General Meeting – 4 August 2021, 7.00 pm 

Please note all resolutions passed unanimously unless stated 
 

Precinct 
 

Randwick 

Date, meeting 
time and venue 

7.00pm 4 August 2021 – Zoom meeting 

Welcome: Katrina Drewer, Acting Chair:  
 
Katrina welcomed everyone to the Zoom meeting and gave the acknowledgement of 
the local Indigenous People:  
 
“I would like to acknowledge that we are meeting on the land of the Bidjigal and the 
Gadigal peoples who occupied the Sydney Coast, being the traditional owners. On 
behalf of the Randwick Precinct Committee, I acknowledge and pay my respects to the 
Elders both past and present, to Aboriginal people in attendance today, and the many 
rich cultures of the people who live in Randwick.” 

1. Attendance: 25 residents:  Katrina Drewer (Acting Chair), Paul Barnicoat, Boris Patoka, Paul 
Chilcott, Juliette Walker, Bill Roberts, Dane Smale, Helen and Mary Gallagher, Cr 
Kathy Neilson, Stef Flegman, Jonathan Milford, Vanessa Joubert, Matthew Vanetti, 
Alex Walker, Leanne Bergan, Chris Daley, Ingrid Barge, Jasmine Ormanci, Marianne 
Gizycki, Penelope Nelson, Rhonda Salter, Max Seltz, Irene Braziil, Evelyne Rothwell, 
Isabella Katis, Todd Clarke, Director City Services, Jo Chittick minute taker  

2. Apologies: Cr Lindsay Shurey  
3. Declaration of 
interests: 

Nil 

4. Confirmation of 
previous minutes: 

Minutes of July 2021 meeting were confirmed: Stef Flegman/Katrina Drewer CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 

5. 
Correspondence: 

Incoming  
 
• Coogee Precinct DA Coogee Bay Hotel. Project to fight the proposed height. Permit 

now 12 m. DA is 23.3 m high. Coogee contacted us, re petition, etc. Requested we 
share with members.  

• Kamay Ferry, La Perouse to Kurnell. Environmental study finishes 11/8. Will Katrina 
will share information re EIS/impact to environment, wildlife.  

  
6. Business 
arising from 
previous minutes: 

Nil 

7. Cr report Cr Neilson:   
 
• Extraordinary council meeting last night – Todd Clarke to update meeting 
• Council elections postponed to 4 December 
• Compliments to Leanne Bergan – attended last Traffic committee meeting. Did a 

good job explaining concerns re Chappel St/Frenchmans Rd intersection. Tony 
Lehman has said he’s agreed location will be kept under review and further traffic 
observations will take place post Covid. Leanne pointed out the lack of consultation.  

Katrina thanked Cr Neilson for her report. 
 

8. Treasurer’s 
Report: 

Nil  
 

9. Todd Clarke 
presentation 

Todd Clarke, Director City Services, RCC attended the meeting to address outstanding 
resolution responses and provide an update on many of the items. He will circulate the 
presentation after the meeting.  Outstanding matters include: 

http://www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/


• Playground maintenance/shade sails 
• Need for urgent safety audit of all RCC trees in vicinity of 3 Dolphin St/Albi 

Place reserve Randwick 
• Govett St gates/Darley Rd pedestrian island 
• Judge Street/Albi Place Reserve rehabilitation 
• Non response to Precinct minutes since April 2021 (as well as some items from 

2020) 

Arthur Street West Randwick rezoning – TC looks after operations of RCC. 
Construction and operations, waste, parks, libraries, etc. – Kerry Kyriakos looks after 
this issue. 
 
Albi Place in total – what is happening with remediation and all the issues residents 
have had.  

• Update from staff re stairs. Commenced work on repair. Sandstone wall has 
been repaired. Found a large structural crack in our sandstone wall. Repaired 
as if it is a heritage wall. Replaced piece by piece. Quite a detailed exercise. 
Repaired our own wall in addition to the private wall. On hold due to Covid. Will 
complete as soon as possible. Impacted by public health regulations.  

• Remediation of the Reserve follows on from the stairs. Intent was to wait till 
stairs and retaining wall completed. As soon as we’ve finished, will work to 
upgrading the reserve.  

• Trees – one has been removed, not the one originally reported. Can’t confirm, 
but a tree was supposed to be removed either today or tomorrow. Second tree 
was originally logged in to be removed. Stef -. 3 trees have now either collapsed 
or been removed. Last month resolution asked for a safety audit of trees in the 
area. A tree at back of 12 Albi Place, same species and height, on steep 
embankment, concerns it may come down or be affected by root rot too. Todd 
will arrange to meet Stef at Albi place to clarify. 

• Fire hydrant to support Albi Place. Todd will make sure someone inspects the 
fire hydrant at Albi Place tomorrow, and make sure the hydrant is exposed and 
working (clearing, removing of vegetation).  

• Abundance of leaves falling from March onwards. Liquid amber trees and 
flame trees drop leaves. Our March resolution asked if council could come and 
pick leaves up and look at on a regular basis from March-June. They fill up 
drains, which flood property. Todd advised a by-product of increased canopy. 
We have a very small canopy, needs to increase. We don’t have resources to 
routinely clean every leaf, gutter. It’s a reactive task, we don’t have the 
resources for 2 or 3 weekly cycles. There’s a contact he can provide to Katrina. 
Will respond to requests but can’t commit to a cycle. Stef – small cul-de-sac, 
quite unique, enormous concentration of enormous trees in very small area. TC 
to arrange a time with SF to look at the issues over next couple of days. 

 
Shade sails 
Todd outlined the processes for inspecting shade sails and advised they are inspected 
every 3 or 4 months. There is a quarterly report from an external body. The consultant 
goes to our 64 playgrounds and gives each item a condition report from 1-5. There are 
1000s of pieces of equipment to inspect. We get the risk report, expenses, how much 
we need to spend, what we need to top up, e.g., a park in Randwick with shade sail. In 
the June report it got a fair condition, but a nearby tree encroaching needs pruning or 
could cause damage. That report goes to our truck, with a work order, sent to site to 
remedy the situation. Our ability to respond is within our resource limits. With 64 
playgrounds, we have to resource according to rating 1-5 so it can take time to get 
round to all playgrounds. With shade sails, once they fail, they fail quickly. If it rips, in 
wind, it fails quickly. There is a lead time to purchase a new sail - up to 2 months to 
replace the sail. That’s the process. For new playground design, we look to tree and 
shade amenity in the area. Can we plant trees that provide shade over time, or are 
there existing trees that provide shade? We steer clear of risky trees. It’s a two-pronged 
approach - is there natural shade available, if not we provide a shade sail. 



 
Dane advised that other councils have a clear strategy and he’d like to push for RCC to 
have that.  
 
How to contact council if there’s any damaged shade sails, etc: Todd advised people to 
call the council hotline number as they log the job in the work system and give you a 
time system, a reference number to follow where the request is.  
 
Frenchmans Rd Chapel St pedestrian crossing. Has been put in place, now told to 
watch, monitor till post covid. We’ll monitor the intersection for traffic. Need to do 
audit/investigation at the right time. 
  
Govett Street update - a new proposal will be provided to the community in September 
for the relocation of the pedestrian crossing point. The design will both commit to 
Australian standard and respond to feedback from the May community meeting.  
 
40km speed limit proposed. Approved on basis that we consult with community. 
There was discussion about pushing for it to be introduced in Frenchmans Rd 
commercial centre, Clovelly Rd to Carrington Rd and the impact on Gilderthorpe Ave as 
a rat run. What looks good in principle doesn’t all work for people who live there. There 
is a council report on the council website, with details and scope. KD will put on 
Facebook page. 
 
Figtree Avenue root damage to sewerage and driveway. Response to resolution 
was that Sydney Water is responsible. Driveways damaged, overhanging trees, 
purchase order in March, nothing happened. Tree pruning order from March not 
actioned. 0712020(4) was misinterpreted. TC will respond to the resolution. A tree is to 
be removed in Figtree Ave. sensitive topic for all parties involved.  There are a lot of fig 
trees and damage in the street. We are bound by how many trees we can remove 
under council policy. We carry out risk assessment, if liability is accepted to remove 
tree, what tree goes? KD – more about root boundaries, pruning of trees so not 
overhanging over rooves especially in times of fire danger. Often removal of the tree is 
the only answer. With a fig, and the nature they’re planted too close to property, can be 
the only intervention.  
 
No responses to April-July minutes: The precinct is concerned with no responses, 
and trouble getting minutes posted to the website. Is council committed to the precinct 
regime? Todd advised there’s been some productive outcomes from the last 18 months 
relationships with precincts and a lot of collaborative work. The most effective way, if 
there’s a particular matter, is to have someone come to the precinct. It’s important to 
respond to resolutions. He offered the invitation for his staff to come to meetings. We 
need to look at rectifying situation of responding to resolutions. 
 
The promotion of precincts and growth would be a good topic to discuss at combined 
precinct meetings.  
  
Heffron Centre – Council last night approved contractor for building and operating the 
Heffron Centre. Todd advised that the scale of projects that RCC is delivering is 
increasing exponentially. The project is extremely complex and will serve much more 
members of community than we currently do. 44 hectares, 12 Olympic codes. The 
project is to start in 3-4 weeks’ time, if Covid permits. After that La Perouse Museum 
and Blenheim House. Todd is happy to come back and give capital outlook for coming 
year. They have designed a new system to give community oversite of that program. 
The website is to be updated with interactive information.  
 
Clovelly Surf Club – another motion last night. We’re relocating the first aid room. 
There was a grant from member for Coogee, Dr O’Neill, supported by council - 
$200,000 from council approved last night. Could start in March, after summer season.  
 



Katrina thanked Todd, and also Cr Neilson for organising for Todd to come along to a 
very productive meeting.  
 

10. Election of 
new Chair 

Katrina handed the meeting to Paul Chilcott to conduct the election of a new Chair: 
 
Paul Chilcott outlined the duties of the Chair and then called for nominations. 
 
Dane Smale nominated himself. Vanessa Joubert seconded his nomination. No other 
nominations were received. Dane Smale was declared as the new Precinct Chair (AGM 
in November). 
 
Resolution 04082021(1):  Dane Smale was elected as Chair of Randwick Precinct.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
Paul handed the meeting back to Katrina.  
 
Katrina congratulated Dane and thanked Paul Barnicoat for his work as Chair over the 
past two years. 
 

11. General 
Business 

Nil 
 

12. Other 
Business 

Nil 

13. Meeting 
closed: 

8.34 pm  

14. Next meeting: Wednesday 1 September 2021 (zoom meeting)  
 


