Randwick Oral History Project 2008

Interview with Adrian Charles Malloy, Maroubra, Friday 18 April 2008

	Track 1

1.00 - 0.14
	Introduction

	0.14 
	Charles was born in St Kilda, Melbourne in 1915 & came to Sydney at about the age of 6 years. His father was a tailor who worked first at Surry Hills. A friend introduced his father to Maroubra. Later he bought a property and moved his business to the new home in Cooper Street (now Mons Avenue).

	2.29

3.50
	Charles married and moved to Kyogle Street 100 yards from his present house.

No trams in his early days – walked from Maroubra Junction, ‘saw a car every four or five hours’. Charles and his father enjoyed the surf. Later Charles built his present house in Mons Avenue which overlooks Coral Sea Park, the site of the Maroubra speedway. The Speedway was a spectacle but far too dangerous so it was closed.
At the track visibility of the races was obscured due to the buildings in the middle but up on ‘Scotsman’s Hill’ the view was good. So many people watched from there that the speedway ‘went broke’.

	5.40
	The beach was the main interest as children. They walked to the beach, threw stones, learnt to swim early and became Surf Club members. Charles’ father taught him to swim but they had coaching at the club. ‘My surf club age was a little in front of my actual age’. Friends did the same thing.

	8.00

8.37
10.22-
12.15
	The surf club was a significant part of their life. Charles has memories of excellent experiences as well as sad. One was very lucky for him. In later years when Charles was Captain of the club, he was ‘destined’ to be the Beach Inspector, but his good friend also wanted the job. They tossed for it and Charles lost. In the course of his duty Charles’ friend Wally retrieved a body which had disappeared in the surf a few weeks (error on tape 3-4 days) earlier. Wally got typhoid from the body and died. 
They saved many people who ‘went into the wrong spot at the wrong time’. Lasting and strong friendships were made which have lasted all Charles’ life. The club was ‘almost exclusively’ the social life at Maroubra. Hotels closed at 6pm. There was always some activity – dancing, concerts supported by members and friends. Now there are many diversified competing activities. On a summer Sunday night the beach was crowded with people. ‘We enjoyed it’.

	Track 2
0.55
	Trams increased the numbers at the beach. For Charles, there were too many people on the beach but the club still encouraged people to come. Maroubra Club had a close association with Coogee, their ‘sister club’. There were also annual picnics with Coogee, Bronte and Bondi Clubs.  The need for separate change rooms meant girls were not members but they belonged to the social club which met once every week & organised dances and raffles. ‘The clubs would not have existed except for the assistance of the girls in a voluntary capacity’. ‘The girls were ‘invaluable’ playing an important part in fund raising. Admission charges also contributed to funds. Lots of surf club members married girls they met at the club.

	4.15
	Charles’ main interest was surf board riding, at first ‘a solid plank’. The hollow board revolutionised surfing in handling and manoeuvrability. They enjoyed the boards despite their limitations. Charles went to Coolangatta to represent the club in board riding. In a practice run he smashed his board on the rocks. It cost £3 and wages were 30s per week. It was a great disappointment. He was written up in headlines in the paper. Now boards can handle the surf much better.

	7.14
	Charles married a girl who was interested in the surf. He went on to become club Captain and later President. His best friends today were members of the surf club.

	8.15
	Charles dodged cricket at school – he was ‘no Don Bradman’ who was at his best then. He took up tennis instead and enjoyed it. He played on a number of courts but there were also three courts behind his home in Cooper Street. He and a friend Jackie O’Sullivan got 4s per week for marking, rolling and watering the courts. They had the opportunity to practice tennis while they worked, an opportunity impossible if they had to pay. They become good tennis players and Charles was the top player at Maroubra Junction School.   

	10.10 – 13.55
	Charles was asked to play Viv McGrath from Maroubra Bay School. They said Charles would ‘kill him and keep him quiet’. He played him but didn’t win. McGrath turned out to be one of the world’s best players. A ‘nicer fellow never lived’. They played him ‘to death’ with exhibition matches night after night. He was too good a man to say ‘no’. He lived ‘up the road’. Charles and Viv constantly played tennis on the road in Cooper Street or Flower Street where Viv lived. ‘We’d have to stop every twenty minutes or so to let a car go by’. Maroubra quarries were producing some of the best stone and there were good roads to the quarries. The courts were clay and were marked with constituted lime. It was ‘a bit of an art’. They were all right and there were plenty of courts. Today they’ve all been turned into home units – ‘far more lucrative for the owner’.

	Track 3
0.00

	Viv McGrath was the youngest of three sons. His two brothers were excellent cricketers. Viv didn’t like cricket but held his tennis racquet like a cricket bat with two hands. The tennis association tried to stop him playing like that. He always played two handed and did it ‘very well indeed’. 

	1.30
	Charles’ recollection of the Great Depression is of long queues for the dole. They loaded sand near Maroubra for the dole, getting about 6s per week. If they didn’t work ‘they didn’t get it’. Charles’ father wasn’t a rich man but ‘got by’. He was ‘pretty careful’ (with money) and taught Charles to be too. He did his work from home and was good at it. He was a dressmaker as well as a tailor and many customers were female. He kept up with the trends of the day. He was highly respected by the community, including some of the underworld. They regarded him as a ‘well dressed gentleman’. He always had a bowler hat, collar and tie and his shoes were well polished. They used him to bail out members of the ‘clan’ who’d been ‘doing wrong’. He was compensated for doing it but was known round the court as someone who was highly respected. He was quite religious and had been an altar boy. 

	5.36
	It was continually hard to get work after leaving school. ‘Many a time I went down to and stood in a queue outside the wharves … 30 – 40 or us with 4 or 5 to be hired’. The rest were sent home. McIlwraiths were the same. Charles went to the office in Pitt Street on the third floor and waited to see if there was a job in one of the shops in Dulwich Hill, Marrickville or Botany. ‘They were tough days’. His first permanent job was being self employed. He sold butter and eggs from house to house. The eggs were straight from the farm. He owned one of the first Chevrolet utilities and bought it on time payment from a dealer on Parramatta Road. He had to work hard and for long hours to pay for it. 

	9.20
	His partner was Shepherd. They bought eggs from farms out near Liverpool and Ingleburn near the soldiers’ camp. They bought the butter in bulk and weighed it, then wrapped it in their own wrapper. They used their initials ‘Mark of Satisfaction’. They sold the butter and eggs at retail prices but avoided the cost of the middleman. The war meant that petrol wasn’t available. They also bottled and sold home-made jam. There were shops at Maroubra Beach which mainly provided food for people at the beach who came from outer suburbs.

	13.50
	Charles did not like school. One teacher, Mr Davies put him in front of the class and used to say ‘Wouldn’t you think a boy with a name like Adrian could do better than this?’ After that Charles never used his first name. Years later when Charles was the Mayor of Randwick, his son applied to build a block of flats at Maroubra. He and Mr Davies came for an interview with the Mayor - Charles put him in his place. Davies did not say a word. 

	16.15 
	When petrol was impossible to get, Charles negotiated with the Egg Marketing Board and contracted to them to make deliveries. Petrol was supplied by them so he could keep his business going. The eggs came in containers in layers of three dozen with cardboard in between the partitions. 

	18.36 – 20.46
	By the late 1940s, Charles became a commercial traveller for Streets Ice Cream. It was a very good product but most vendors were committed to Peters due to time payment agreements for their refrigeration. He had a list of contracts that were expiring and got the business. 

	Track 4
0.00 – 2.08
	Charles was quite successful. They kept him on while waiting for a new truck but he did not have much work. A friend suggested that he buy and sell cars. He made more money at that so wanted to give notice. The boss asked him to come back three times. On the wall was a plaque with a flag over it. The boss pulled the string and it said ‘Charlie Molloy’s back again!’. Charles did finally leave and began his car sales business, selling at first from his home.

	Track 5
0.00
	Charles moved to a place where he could display his cars on a site near Peters Corner in Belmore Road. He ran the car yard for about 12 years. There had been a great demand for cars during the war but they were not available then. Cars were expensive but people still managed to buy cars and go on holiday. He sold good quality, late-model cars so had trouble selling the trade-ins. He set up a business in Alexandria to sell the trade-ins. Business was good and he sold more than at Randwick and had both yards for a long time. Charles’ emphasis was on honesty and fairness in trading which was uncommon in those days. He had the slogan on the entrance. He said he’d give scoffers £1000 if they could prove his slogan was not true. He didn’t have to tell lies about the cars; they were of good quality.

	4.31
	Charles ‘brother worked at Long Bay Gaol. When Charles was on the Council he escorted a team of 15-20 visitors around the gaol showing the work the prisoners did – gardening, machining, mechanical work etc. A prisoner said ‘G’d day, Charlie, when are yer coming in? There’s room for yer’. Others did the same. He needed to explain ‘By the way, in case any of you are wondering, they’re not particular friends of mine but they just happen to be in the car game’. 

	6.15
	Charles gave up his car business after he became a Council Alderman. He became interested in local government through Harry Jensen. He’d sold cars to Harry Jensen and Lionel Bowen. They encouraged him to stand. He was going to stand as a Labour Party candidate but had not belonged to the party so wasn’t accepted. Instead he stood as an Independent which he never regretted. He had freedom of speech, thought and expression which he would not have had as a party member. He was on the Council for 18 years and became Mayor in 1958. It was a popular vote and he had public support. Charles spoke what he thought. No one particular issue motivated him. 

	9.23
	Charles recalls some issues from the many which interested him. The cost of maintaining Randwick Cemetery was a problem; electric mowers were a big cost. He suggested petrol mowers which were much better. They were short of space but one end could not be used for graves because of rocks. Charles suggested that they moved the office there. The McMahon pool was a problem for school children. Charles suggested they put house bricks in and they are still there making the pool useful for competition. Technicalities did not get in his way of finding solutions.

	12.55
	Rules and regulations were the guide when assessing building proposals. Sometimes it was most important to inspect the site as a map was not sufficient in deciding how a building would affect existing buildings. There was too much attention paid to maps.

	15.28
	The Surf Club was self supporting. Council was involved in employing permanent Beach Inspectors who were on duty when surf club members were not during the week. They had to be well qualified.

	16.58
	Charles knew Harry Jensen well. He was ‘the most down-to-earth and the most practical man that’s ever been my pleasure to meet, absolutely and scrupulously honest..’ ‘His word was his word’…’a very genuine man who spent his life doing what he could for others’. He advised Charles often. Once he told Harry (while in opposition) to move that the rates should be lower. It would make him popular and he would not have to deliver.

	19.25
	Advice for supporters also helped Charles in his campaigns. In 1958 when he was Mayor he was in the leading car of the Centenary Procession through Randwick. At a stop in Belmore Road, a well known trainer said ‘You’re the best bloody mayor (mare) since Flight’. ‘Flight’ was a winner of the Melbourne Cup. It sounded like a good slogan so Charles used it in a pamphlet illustrated by Tony Rafferty of the ‘Daily Telegraph’. He drew Charles on a horse with two scraggy horses coming from behind. It helped him win the next election. People today still remind him, calling him ‘the best Mayor since Flight’.  

	22.25 – 22.50
	Charles has seen lots of change ‘too many people, too many cars’ but enjoys living in Maroubra. End of Interview


