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SCENE
Randwick City Council 
Customer Service Centre
Address: 30 Frances Street, Randwick, NSW 2031 
Hours: 8.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
Phone: 1300 722 542 
Email: council@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Web: www.randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Community Nursery: 9093 6250 
Bowen Library, Maroubra: 9093 6400 
Malabar Community Library: 9093 6120 
Margaret Martin Library, Randwick: 9093 6100 
Des Renford Leisure Centre: 9093 6300 
SMS service request: 0400 722 542 
Your Say Randwick: www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au 
Randwick eNews: www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/enews 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/randwickcitycouncil  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/randwickmayor 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/randwickcouncil 
myRANDWICK app: available for iOS and Android

Randwick City Council services
Phone the Call Centre on 1300 722 542 for enquiries about:

•  animals  
•  building and planning
•  community info 
•  council events
•  council meetings 
•  development applications
•  footpaths 
•  garbage services
•  graffiti removal 
•  green waste
•  illegal dumping

•  halls for hire 
•  waste service
•  on-call clean ups 
•  parking 
•  open space hire
•  precinct meetings 
•  parks and beaches
•  rates 
•  trees
•  roads

council@randwick.nsw.gov.au

Councillor 
contacts
Central Ward

Anthony Andrews (Ind) 
anthony.andrews@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
9962 9134

Dylan Parker (ALP) 
dylan.parker@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9430 6869

Ted Seng (Lib)
ted.seng@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0417 668 820

East Ward
Tony Bowen (ALP) 
tony.bowen@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
9962 8237

Murray Matson (Greens) 
murray.matson@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0409 984 587

Brendan Roberts (Lib) 
brendan.roberts@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0439 871 015

North Ward
Christie Hamilton (Lib) 
christie.hamilton@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9430 6873

Kathy Neilson (ALP)  
kathy.neilson@randwick.nsw.gov.au  
0477 345 913

Lindsay Shurey (Greens)  
lindsay.shurey@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0477 351 819

South Ward
Carlos Da Rocha (Ind) 
carlos.darocha@randwick.nsw.gov.au 
0409 357 168

Noel D’Souza (Ind) 
noel.dsouza@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0477 351 202

Danny Said (ALP) (Mayor) 
mayor@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0408 653 006

West Ward
Alexandra Luxford (ALP)  
alexandra.luxford@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9430 6871

Harry Stavrinos (Lib) 
harry.stavrinos@randwick.nsw.gov.au
9962 4275

Philipa Veitch (Greens) (Deputy Mayor) 
philipa.veitch@randwick.nsw.gov.au
0408 916 420

Randwick SCENE Magazine is written and produced by Randwick Council’s 
Communications Team: Joshua Hay, Chelsea Hunter, Jillian Lewis and Carmen Rotolo. 
Design by Carlen Peddie and Gemma Elliott. Our goal is to inform you about Council’s 
activities and to celebrate together, this wonderful place we call Randwick City.

The Langan-Stark family use the  
wheelchair matting at Malabar Beach. 
Photo by Mark Bond

M A Y O R ’ S  M E S S A G EM A Y O R ’ S  M E S S A G E

Growing up in Matraville, I often wondered why people went 
overseas or interstate for summer holidays. Let’s face it, we’ve got 
everything here. Beautiful beaches, secret ocean pools, coastal 
walkways and pristine bushland to explore.

People flock here from all over the world to mark a summer in 
Sydney off their to-do-list and yet we live right here! I’ve lived in this 
area most of my life. I went to school at Marist Brothers Pagewood 
(now Champagnat) and married local girl Kim from Chifley, who 
has taught in local primary schools for more than 30 years. 

I was elected as a Councillor in 2017 and elected by my fellow 
Councillors as Mayor recently in September 2019. This is a huge 
honour and responsibility. 

The next 12 months will not be easy and there are many 
challenges ahead. The fight to save Yarra Bay against an 
international cruise ship terminal has only just begun.

In Little Bay, residents are rightfully concerned about Meriton’s 
proposal for Little Bay Cove to increase heights to 22-storeys. 
Council staff are currently reviewing this proposal, we'll keep the 
community up-to-date on its progress. 

In Matraville, the Orora papermill has teamed up with waste 
company Suez to build a waste to energy facility that would  
burn processed waste to create electricity. Council has expressed 
concern about this, particularly given its location  
is so close to residents. 

These are just some of the issues ahead. I’ll be working hard to 
protect our beautiful area and maintain our sense of community.

I wish everybody a safe and Merry Christmas spent with family 
and friends and a prosperous New Year. 

Danny Said 
Mayor of Randwick

It’s the most wonderful 
time of the year 

Find out how we can all keep  
our drains, and our beaches,  
free from pollution.

www.EndBeachPollution.sydney

Drains may go 
to the beach,  
but pollution 
doesn’t have to.

Distributed to 63,000 properties in 
Randwick City.

Randwick Council proudly prints this 
magazine on recycled paper.  
The paper stock is 100% recycled 
recovered fibre according to the FSC® 
process, derived from sustainable sources. 
It is manufactured by an ISO 14001 certified 
mill, which ensures best environmental 
management systems.

ISO 14001:2015
Certificate No. AEN1106

REGISTERED COMPANY

R
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Danny Said  
elected Mayor
Labor Councillor Danny Said 
is the new Mayor of Randwick 
and Greens Councillor Philipa 
Veitch is Deputy following the 
Mayoral election held on 24 
September 2019.

Mayor Danny Said welcomed 
the position, and the Mayoral 
chains, saying he will work  
hard for the residents of 
Randwick City.

“It is an incredible privilege to be given the opportunity to serve the people of 
Randwick as Mayor for the coming 12 months,” said Mayor Said. “I promise 
that I will do the best for Randwick and will ensure that Council continues to 
place our people at the forefront of all decision-making.

“We’re facing some significant challenges over the next 12 months that we 
will need to address as a Council, including the proposal to build a cruise ship 
terminal in Yarra Bay.”

Mayor Said is of Maltese descent and has lived in Randwick City for most 
of his life. He attended St Agnes Catholic Primary School in Matraville and 
Marist Brothers Pagewood (now known as Champagnat Catholic College), is a 
member of South Sydney Rabbitohs, a strong supporter of local surf clubs and 
has been a soccer coach.

Outgoing Mayor Kathy Neilson completed her 12-month term from September 
2018 to September 2019.

Sunday 15 December
9.30am – 3pm
Bare Island
La Perouse

For more info visit: 
firsthandsolutions.org

Discover the best of Aboriginal 
culture without leaving Sydney

Take the bus
Maps and 
transport info 
on our website

ENTRY TOBARE ISLAND$2.50
KIDS UNDER5 FREE

 

news  
in brief
 
Sign up to eNews 
for your weekly fix 
of Randwick Council 
news, projects,  
events and more. 
 
randwick.nsw.gov.au/enews

N E W S

Watch out trams about
Tram testing and commissioning is 
underway along both the Randwick 
and Kingsford branches of the CBD 
and South East Light Rail. With the 
Randwick line expected to open in 
December and Kingsford in March 
2020, people are reminded to be 
aware of trams.

Tips when riding bicycles 

•  Cross the tracks at an angle, if you 
can't cross at an angle, it’s always 
safer to dismount.

• Do not ride along the tracks.

•  Use the shared pathways where 
possible.

•  Tracks can be slippery when wet.

Tips when walking

•  Look out before you step out, and 
use designated crossings.

•  Avoid distractions, such as mobile 
phones and stay alert to your 
surroundings.

•  Step over the tracks as they can 
be slippery, especially when wet.

•  For prams and wheelchairs, cross 
tracks on an angle to avoid wheels 
getting stuck in the tracks.

Tips when driving

•  Vehicles are not permitted to drive 
along the tram tracks.

• Don’t queue across intersections.

•  Be aware that road conditions 
have changed.

•  Follow traffic signals and never 
turn in front of a tram.

•  Don’t stop or park within the  
tram lane (even when you can’t  
see a tram).

Mayor Danny Said and  
Deputy Mayor Philipa Veitch.

Accolades for 
long-serving 
Councillors
Councillors Murray Matson, Ted Seng 
and Anthony Andrews are this year 
marking 67 collective years of service as 
Randwick City Councillors. Councillors 
Matson and Seng have served as 
Councillors for 24 years having been 
first elected in 1995. Councillor Andrews 
has served for 19 years. All three were 
recently honoured at the NSW Local 
Government conference with service 
awards and were recognised by Mayor 
Danny Said at a recent Council Meeting.

Councillor Ted Seng, Mayor Danny Said, Councillor 
Murray Matson and Councillor Anthony Andrews.

Our community's vision for 2040
Randwick Council’s long-term strategic land use plan and housing strategy  
have been released for community feedback.

The Vision 2040 Plan responds to community feedback and provides a vision for 
Randwick City for the next 20 years. It includes diverse housing choice, increased 
tree canopy and sustainable development and diverse social infrastructure 
meeting the community’s social and cultural needs.

The plan proposes: more housing choice for families, more small lot housing in 
some parts of Coogee, Randwick, Kingsford and north Maroubra, minimum lot 
sizes reduced from 400m2 to 325m2, new housing in areas with access to jobs, 
services and public transport and 10% of all housing to be affordable.

Community feedback received during the public exhibition in October  
and November is currently being considered and will be reported to Council  
for adoption.

 Gary Ella, Glen Ella, Mike Whitney and Mark Ella.

New loo with a view
Mahon Pool’s new amenities building in 
Maroubra is officially open for business 
– just in time for the busy summer 
period. The project includes new male 
and female toilets and change rooms, 
accessible toilets, showers and a small 
clubhouse for the Maroubra Seals 
Winter Swim Club. In addition, the area 
now boasts new seating, landscaping 
and improved pathways that link 
the building to the coastal walkway. 
The project is part of Council’s Our 
Community Our Future program.

The new Mahon Pool 
amenities building is open.

Bring your family 
and friends to this 
spectacular fireworks 
display and find out why 
it’s one of the hottest 
free NYE events in town!

New Year’s Eve
Coogee Beach 
9pm

Scoreboard honours for Ella brothers  
and Mike Whitney
The scoreboard at Coogee Oval has been named in honour of four local sporting 
legends following a request from the Randwick Petersham Cricket Club and Randwick 
Rugby Union Club. The names of Australian rugby union legends Mark, Gary and Glen 
Ella and Australian test cricketer Mike Whitney now grace the board in acknowledgement 
of their impressive sporting accomplishments. Gary Ella is a proud Yuin and Bidjigal 
man and works in Randwick Council’s Community Development team.

Litter left behind

Bushfires

Hot sand

Thumbs  
down

Thumbs  
up 
Planning  
Christmas holidays

Carol singing

Balmy beach days
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Summer alcohol 
restrictions in 
place
Consuming alcohol at all Randwick 
City beachside parks and reserves 
is prohibited on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, 
New Year's Eve, New Year's 
Day and Australia Day. The ban 
applies to Coogee, Clovelly, 
Maroubra, Little Bay, Malabar 
and La Perouse beachside 
parks. Alcohol is permanently 
banned on all beaches.

CELEBRATE

AUS DAY
Sunday 26 January  |  10am-12.30pm

Join us for our
community 
celebration at 
Maroubra Beach 

FREEEVENT

66

N E W S

Business Excellence Award winners 
The winners of Randwick City’s 
prestigious Business Excellence 
Awards for 2019 have been 
announced.

The coveted Business of the Year 
Award was won by Let’s Go Surfing, 
the keenly contested Café of the 
Year category was taken out by the 
recently reopened The Boatshed La 
Perouse, which features absolute 
waterfront dining.

Club/Pub of the Year was won 
by Merivale’s Coogee Pavilion, 
Restaurant of the Year was taken 
out by Del Punto in The Spot, 
Randwick offering diners a little taste 
of Barcelona, while the Best Coffee 
Award was won by The Shed Café in 
Royal Randwick Shopping Centre.

Other winners were Adina Apartment 
Hotel Coogee (accommodation), The 
Sweet Spot Patisserie Randwick 
(bakery/cake shop), Evolution Laser 
Randwick (beauty services), The 
Fish Market Maroubra (butcher/

delicatessen/seafood), Blue Gum 
Cottage Children's Centre Chifley 
(early childhood centre), Thyme 
Clovelly (fashion), Big Bunz Malabar 
(fast food/takeaway), Gym 115 
Randwick (fitness), Mary K Floral 
Design Maroubra (florist), Harris 
Farm Markets Randwick (fruit & 
vegetable), Driftwood Living Little 
Bay (general retail), Phoenix Hair 
Design Matraville (hairdresser), 
Full Face Orthodontics Randwick 
(health), Neuroscience Research 
Australia Randwick (most inclusive 
employer), Diamond Kidz Matraville 
(new business), Pharmacy Little 
Bay (pharmacy), My Finance Agent 
Kingsford (professional services), 
Century 21 Eastern Beaches 
Maroubra (real estate), 2020 Fire 
Protection Matraville (repairs/service 
& trade), Nutty Professor Science 
for Kids Coogee (sole trader), I Love 
Cruising with Kelly Maroubra (travel), 
Max Agapitos Agspire Kids Fitness 
Maroubra (youth award).

Ratepayers have their say on waste
The results are in from Randwick Council’s recent survey on waste with 4,593 
people responding and two things are clear – people want food waste recycling 
and they want costs kept low.

The survey was open to all ratepayers and residents to complete between July  
and September.

Kerbside clean-ups: While people are happy with the current service, there is 
general support (64%) for increasing on-call clean-ups from 2 to 5 and reducing 
scheduled clean-ups from twice to once a year. This change provides more 
flexibility to book clean-ups when needed.

Food waste: There’s strong support for Council to offer a food waste collection 
service with 6 out of 10 respondents supporting collection.

Kerb to kerb collection: Council asked for feedback on whether we should collect 
bins using rear-loading trucks. Under this model, bins are accessed directly from 
the kerb and returned to the same place reducing bins cluttering streets. Only 42% 
supported a change and two in three would not pay more for the service.

www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au/ResidentialWasteServices. 

Community to 
have their say 
on cemetery 
expansion
Residents will be able to have a say 
on a proposal by the Eastern Suburbs 
Memorial Park to expand the cemetery 
near Yarra Bay into neighbouring bush 
and scrubland. 

The proposal is seeking to rezone land 
at Bumborah Point to permit cemetery 
usage to provide for an additional 3,000 
burial plots, space for ash interments 
and a dedicated Aboriginal cemetery 
and memorial garden. 

To view the draft planning proposal and 
to find out when it will be formally on 
exhibition visit Council’s website and 
search ‘planning proposals’. 

Winners of the 2019 Randwick City Business Excellence Awards.

Sports Award 
winners announced
Randwick City’s brightest young 
sporting stars have been recognised 
in the 2019 Randwick City Sports 
Awards. These hotly contested awards 
acknowledge our City's aspiring 
athletes, not only for their athletic 
prowess, but also for their fabulous 
attitude, dedication and commitment to 
being a team player. 

The winner of the Bradley Matthews 
Award was Kate Arnol for her 
contributions to taekwondo, cross 
country and athletics and the runner up 
was Brook Paterson for netball. Junior 
Female Athlete of the Year was Tali 
Baltineshter for javelin and runner up 
was Sarah Jane Malcolm for diving. The 
Junior Male Athlete of the Year Winner 
was Marcus Da Silva for swimming.

Recently retired South Sydney modern 
legend John Sutton was inducted into 
the Randwick City Hall of Sporting 
Champions. John is the most capped 
first-grade player in the club’s history.

Concern over Matraville incinerator
A proposal to build a commercial waste to energy facility at the Orora papermill in 
Matraville is being met with concern from our local community. The facility would 
process up to 160,000 tonnes of processed waste a year to generate electricity to 
help power the papermill with excess electricity going into the grid. 

An application under State Significant Development is expected to be lodged with 
the Department of Planning for consideration. It is yet to be publicly exhibited, but 
when it is, council will make a submission responding to the environmental issues.

Night Time 
Economy Study
A study into Randwick City after dark is 
now on public exhibition for feedback.
The Night Time Economy Study is the 
result of extensive consultation with 
more than 900 people and suggests 
relaxing trading hours for small bars, 
supporting live music and performing 
arts and making public spaces safer 
and more attractive after dark. 

View the full study at Council libraries 
and our Customer Service Centre or 
online at www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.
gov.au. Council will consider feedback 
from the community to help inform 
future Council strategies. The 
consultation closes 26 January 2020.

Police and rangers to ensure a safe summer
Extra police and Council rangers will be out and about over summer keeping 
families and visitors safe on Randwick City beaches. 

“The high-visibility policing operation involves officers on bicycles, trail bikes,  
the Mounted Unit, the Dog Unit and other resources at our disposal,” 
Superintendent Rohan Cramsie, Eastern Beaches Police Area Command said.

“The aim is the prevent, disrupt and respond to crime within the police area 
command. Police won’t tolerate those who come to the area, drink too much,  
get intoxicated and commit alcohol-related crime and anti-social behaviour.

Randwick Mayor Danny Said says Council rangers will work closely with police and 
target drinking on beaches and beachside parks, smoking and dog-related offences.

Extra police and rangers on patrol this summer.

Marine  
& Coastal 
Discovery 
Program

There’s lots to do these holidays 
– from surfing, sea kayaking 
and snorkelling to coastal 
walks, bird-spotting tours, boat 
adventures, Aboriginal guided 
walks and much, much more!10 - 22 January

Get ready for a hands-on 
adventure this summer!
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Theodore 
MALE 
PET ID: 222394 
GUINEA PIG 
ADULT

This little furball 
is looking for a 
new home.

Bringing a fur-ever friend into your 
family is a big deal, so it’s only 
natural that you want to choose 

the right kind. However, thousands of 
healthy and treatable pets are being 
abandoned and killed in pounds, shelters 
and vet clinics each year in Australia. 

Our rangers deal with hundreds of 
lost pets each year, with many having 
wandered away from home. “The 
biggest challenge is trying to return 
home a lost cat or dog and finding it isn’t 
microchipped or registered,” says Leon, 
Council’s Coordinator of Ranger Services. 
“We’d like to see pets reunited with their 
family but not knowing who or where that 
family is makes the task very difficult.”

That’s why Randwick City Council works 
with not-for-profit pound, Sydney Dogs 
and Cats Home who take care of lost, 
abandoned and neglected pets. Their 
organisation is part of the Getting 2 Zero 
movement whose mission is to achieve 
zero euthanasia of all healthy and 
treatable cats and dogs.

Re-homing these animals comes with 
its fair share of challenges. Welcoming 
roughly 2,800 animals each year, 

there is plenty that people can do 
on an individual level to fight animal 
homelessness. “It’s important that 
pets are chipped, registered and the 
information on the chip is up-to-date. 
Nothing makes us sadder than seeing 
beautiful lost family members never 
getting reclaimed,” says Dr Jackson.

Fortunately, there are many heart-
warming success stories at Sydney Dogs 
and Cats Home, one of them happening 
right here in Randwick City. 

Blue and white staffy Caitlin was brought 
to the Home by Council rangers. Playful 
and loving, Caitlin was not microchipped 
and ended up in the shelter for 176 days. 
Then along came Coogee electrician 
Craig. It was love at first sight. Like many 
rescue dogs, Caitlin suffered from anxiety, 
but Craig grew up around dogs and knew 
he could take on the responsibility. 

“I always knew I would eventually adopt 
a dog. You just have to understand 
them – watch their body language, their 
emotions and take it slow. Don’t expect 
things to happen overnight.”

Caitlin is now a confident, obedient 
young lady who is enjoying the best of 

the eastern suburbs life: walks around 
Centennial Park, weekends away 
camping and even giving a hand on-site. 
“I’m lucky that I can bring her to work 
with me. She knows all the lads and has 
a great time on-site with them.” 

If you’re thinking of adding a furry 
addition to your family, hop onto the 
Sydney Dogs and Cats Home website 
to find some loving animals who need a 
home or contact their team and arrange a 
visit. It’s their mission to find loving – and 
permanent – homes for the animals in 
their care. 

There are many benefits to adopting 
or fostering a pet. Not only are you 
guaranteed to bring home a healthy 
pet who has been microchipped and 
vaccinated, but you will be saving a life 
and creating a kinder future for our four-
legged friends. 

Love  
never felt 
so good 
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Have you considered adopting or fostering a pet? With 
animal homelessness on the rise, the message of ‘adopt don’t 
shop’ is saving lives each day. Carmen Rotolo checks out an 
organisation who will help you find your pur-fect match. 

How you can help
In New South Wales 150,000 cats and 
dogs are lost or stolen each year. It’s 
fast becoming a problem in Australia, 
however there’s many ways you can 
help on an individual level. 

1. Adopt don’t shop

2.  Make sure your pet is 
microchipped and that the details 
are current

3.  Volunteer/donate at Sydney Dogs 
and Cats Home

4. Always walk your dog on a leash

5. Attend a puppy school 

www.sydneydogsandcatshome.org

Herbert 
MALE  
PET ID: D2019404
RIDGEBACK X  
10 YEARS

In good spirits for his age, 
Herbert still enjoys a stroll around 
the neighbourhood each day.

Cash 
MALE 
PET ID: 222077
STAFFY 
1 YEAR

This goofball is 
looking for a new 
home to kick up 
his paws!

Susan
FEMALE  
PET ID: 222074  
CAT  
9 YEARS

This darling girl  
has a personality as 
sweet as a cherry!

Here’s what happens  
when a lost pet turns up  
at Randwick City Council:

1. Check for a chip
The first thing our Rangers will do is 
check the pet for a microchip. If the 
animal is microchipped, we will try 
and contact the owner and reunite the 
pair. When microchipping your pet, it’s 
important that you put a secondary 
contact on the chip in case you are 
away on holidays or you have moved 
address and haven’t since updated 
your contact details.

2. Sydney Dogs and  
Cats Home
If we cannot contact the owner or the 
pet is not microchipped, one of our 
rangers will take the pet to Sydney 
Dogs and Cats Home in Carlton. 

3. Uploaded to website
Upon arrival, pets will have their photo 
taken. If the pet is up for adoption, 
staff will make a profile for them on the 
Sydney Dogs and Cats Home website. 
If the pet isn’t microchipped the team 
will give the pet a name and include 
some information such as the location 
of where the pet was found. 

4. Call around
The team will try to contact any 
numbers on the microchip or vets 
nearby where the animal was found. 

5. Vet check
Lucky for our furry friends, there are a 
team of vets on site at Sydney Dogs 
and Cats Home who run a series 
of medical tests on every animal in 
their care. Vets will be on the look 
out for any injuries the animal might 
have sustained and will check and 
treat for fleas, worms and any other 
vaccinations needed. 

6. Walkies and  
community work
While the team work hard to reunite 
the animal with their original owner, 
the pet will hang out with some 
amazing volunteers, with dogs going 
on up to four walks per day! 
They also participate in some 
important community programs such 
as aged care visits and reading and 
learning sessions with schools.

7. Foster Care
If an owner is not found, non-
microchipped cats and kittens  
will go into foster care after seven 
days and microchipped cats and 
kittens after 14 days. 

8. Furever home
If the original owner cannot be found, 
pets will be available for adoption on 
their website. Last financial year they 
rehomed/adopted over 1200 pets!

Craig and Caitlin

Rehoming Organisation: R251000137

Theodore, Herbert and Cash photographed by Peter Sharp 
of Tame & Wild Studio. Susan's photo by Daniella Cortis.
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End Beach 
Pollution

So, what are we doing?
Randwick City Council has a network 
of 235km of stormwater pipes. These 
pipes move rainwater off the roads 
and into the ocean quickly in order to 
prevent flooding. Keeping these drains 
clean and clear is important to ensure 
our oceans stay clean. Anything that 
flows from the street into the drain 
ends up in our oceans. 

To help capture pollutants that end 
up in the drain, we’ve installed 35 
gross pollutant traps across our 
city. These traps filter water before it 
runs into the ocean – but they’re not 
perfect. During large storms, the traps 
cannot treat the large volume of water 
that flows through the stormwater 
network. Plus, small plastics and 
chemicals make their way through 
the trap, as they can’t be filtered.

Living near the beach is a 
privilege, but it also comes with 
responsibilities. Keeping our 

beaches and ocean clean is one of 
Council’s most important jobs. We 
take our responsibilities seriously so 
that our beaches and oceans can be 
enjoyed by all. From maintaining our 
drains to daily beach-combing, we’re 
committed to protecting our ocean.

1. Litter 
Plastics, paper, cigarette butts and other 
garbage dropped or left on the street flow 
down the drain – not all items are stopped 
by the gross pollutant traps. 

  What you can do: Ensure your bin 
lids are fully closed and the bins aren’t 
overflowing when put on the street. 
Dispose of your garbage properly and 
pick up any loose bits when you can.

2. Chemicals
Vehicle exhaust, oils, detergents and 
fertilisers – these cannot be filtered out and 
are discharged at local beaches.

  What you can do: Wash your car 
on grass when possible. Invest in 
chemical-free cleaning solutions and 
natural fertilisers.

3. Paint
Washing paint buckets or brushes in the 
drain can often leave a milky sediment 
visible in the ocean water.

  What you can do: Wash your paint 
buckets in the laundry, not on the 
street. 

4. Dog poo
Any faeces left on the path, road, or in a 
park is washed into the stormwater system 
during heavy rain. It contains bacteria and 
negatively affects water quality.

  What you can do: Pick up after your 
dog and dispose of the poo in litter 
bins provided.

5. Organic material
Excess soil, sediment and garden clippings 
that are swept into the street can clog 
drains and pollute swimming areas.

  What you can do: Rake up garden 
leaves and grass clippings and dispose 
of them in the green bin provided by 
Council, rather than letting them flow 
down the drain.

Join our campaign to help end beach 
pollution and keep our oceans clean!

Top five drain pollutants

To remove more rubbish from the 
ocean, we groom our beaches daily, 
capturing over 200 tonnes of seaweed 
and rubbish each year. Plus we use 
regular sweeper trucks, which pick up 
about 1000 tonnes of rubbish each year.

What more can we do?
With your help, we can make even 
greater changes. With the launch of 
our www.EndBeachPollution.sydney 
website, we’re encouraging all of our 
residents to check out their local drain 
and find out which stormwater outlet 
it flows to. You can even “adopt” a 
drain, which means you’re pledging to 
keep it clean. Plus, you can download 
our factsheets and learn more about 
keeping our waterways clean.

111110

EndBeachPollution.Sydney
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It’s something most of us take for granted - a leisurely 
stroll or bike ride to your local beach. Or perhaps it’s 
a short bus ride or car trip and you’re there. Well, sort 

of. You circle round the block three times looking for a 
park before finding one in a neighbouring suburb and 
walking for 10 minutes. But hey, you’ve made it! Slip 
slop slap and time for fun. 

But for some families this is a basic summer pastime 
that is either too hard or physically impossible. 

Meet the Langan-Stark family: Petra, Steve and their 
children Hudson and Sawyer. One in 100 people use a 
wheelchair in Randwick City and among those is six-
year-old Sawyer who has cerebral palsy.

We met on Malabar beach to chat about accessibility 
in our City and share our gratitude for the restorative 
nature of our beaches over a glorious sunrise. 

“Sawyer absolutely loves going to the beach,” says 
mum Petra. “However, taking someone with cerebral 
palsy to the beach can be challenging on many levels. 

“There are times when something is ‘accessible’ but 
requires so much energy and effort that it becomes 
too overwhelming to accomplish or takes too long to 
make it a realistic outing.”

That’s why Randwick City Council is working hard 
to make our facilities, parks, buildings and beaches 
accessible to everybody in our community. We are 
working to remove barriers to help enable everybody, 
including those with a disability, to participate equally 
in their community. 

“Places like Malabar and Clovelly are easy to access 
with either a beach wheelchair and beach mat in 
Malabar, or the ramp and close handicapped parking 
in Clovelly,” says Petra.

“We also go to the rock pool in Coogee, which we can 
access by going down the steps and straight into the 
rock pool and avoiding the sand altogether,” she says.

All things 
equal

While not everything is accessible in Randwick City, 
Council is working towards changing this. We’ve pulled 
together a list of fun and accessible activities for the 
whole family to enjoy this summer. 

Clovelly Beach
Everyone loves a dip at Clovelly beach. The water is 
surrounded by concrete platforms and promenades, which 
makes it a perfect expedition for those who don’t like sandy 
feet! It’s also a great spot for those who use a wheelchair, 
with a timber access ramp on the North Western corner of 
the beach. If you don’t own a water wheelchair – no problem. 
Beach-access wheelchairs can be borrowed from the 
Lifeguards during patrol hours. 

Chifley Reserve Inclusive Playground
This unique playground includes fun play features and 
equipment that challenges people of all abilities from 
toddlers through to adults and includes sensory space, 
swings and play units. This one-of-a-kind playground was 
designed with the input of people with a disability and their 
parents and carers. It incorporates adjacent accessible 
parking and toilet facilities. Access directly to the playground 
can be attained from the Hasting Avenue side of the Reserve.

Frenchmans Bay Outdoor Gym
Frenchmans Bay Gym is an all-ages outdoor exercise area. 
Built in 2016, the facility has soft-fall ground covering, 
corrosion resistant metal equipment and paving around the 
perimeter. The gym has been specially designed for people 
of all ages and abilities, making it perfect for older people or 
those recovering from an injury. The gym is also conveniently 
located right next to Frenchmans Bay, so a post-exercise 
swim is always on the cards. 

Randwick Environment Park
Escape the hustle and bustle of the beach this summer 
with a relaxing trip to Randwick Environment Park. The 13 
hectares of parkland, bushland and wetland showcase the 
best of our Eastern Suburbs wildlife, with the endangered 
Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub comprising an impressive 
3.6 hectares of the park. Navigating your way through 
the park is a breeze, with wide footpaths, bike tracks and 
disabled toilets within the Randwick Community Centre.  
To make a day of it, bring along a picnic or fire up one of  
the BBQs available for use from 8am – 8pm every day. 

Des Renford Leisure Centre
Lucky for us, a swim on a hot day isn’t restricted to the 
beach. Des Renford Leisure Centre is an award-winning 
gym, fitness and aquatic centre where everyone can 
feel comfortable to exercise and achieve their health 
and fitness goals. Portable hoists are available on site 
to assist people into the water as well as in change 
rooms. The purpose-built gym also accommodates 
those with low mobility, adjustable cable machines 
and equipment designed for wheelchair users.

How we ensure Randwick City is 
accessible for all
•  Each year we upgrade footpaths, pedestrian crossings 

and kerb ramps to ensure they meet accessibility 
standards. In the past year we have constructed 36  
new kerb ramps and improved more than 7km of 
footpath to make it easy to get around.

•  Randwick Waverley Community Transport offers 
shopping, recreational and medical transport for the 
frail, aged or disabled. Modified mini buses and station 
wagons are available to meet transport needs.

•  The Disability Expo is a free annual event put on by City 
of Sydney, Randwick and Waverley Councils. It brings 
together a range of disability services in one location.

•  All new playground upgrades are designed specifically 
with inclusive use in mind.

•  Regular forums and workshops connect residents, 
services and government agencies to ensure equity  
and access for all.

A day out at the beach is an easy and 
regular ritual for most of us over summer. 
But for some, a lack of access means it can 
be all too hard. Carmen Rotolo takes a look 
at how Randwick Council is helping.
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Sawyer and Hudson Langan-Stark
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SUN 26
JANUARY

AUSTRALIA DAY

10am – 12.30pm

Maroubra Beach

TUES 31
DECEMBER

COOGEE SPARKLES 

9pm

Coogee Beach 

Even a small outdoor space 
can become a beautiful 
green oasis. 

Living in a unit or townhouse with 
minimal outdoor space doesn’t 
have to mean living without a 

garden. Even a small space can be 
made into a beautiful green sanctuary 
just for you.

Watch the space
Before you go out and buy your plants, 
take a few days to observe the space. 
Note how the sun moves throughout 
the day and where it lands. Do you 
get all-day sun, all-day shade or a 
combination of both?

Consider if the space is sheltered 
(does it have a roof?) or is it exposed 
to the elements? Look around at other 
gardens and think about the type of 
space you’d like to create. Do you want 
a cottage-style garden? Edible plants? 
Some privacy screening? A mass of 
greenery or a single but striking tree?

Pots and planter boxes are the most 
convenient way to grow plants on a 
balcony or in a courtyard. Plus, pots 
can be easily moved to another spot if 
a plant isn’t thriving. Just consider the 
weight of the pot and the potting mix 
when choosing what size pot to use. 
Plastic pots are lighter than terracotta 
or ceramic pots.

You can extend your garden upwards 
by installing a vertical garden, some 
hanging baskets or a wire or trellis 
for climbing plants. Herbs, lettuce 
varieties and some of the smaller 
tomato varieties can be grown in pots 
or vertical gardens.

So, what to plant?
For a harsh, sunny location succulents 
such as Pigface or Blue Chalksticks 
can be a great option. Two of the 
prettiest natives, Kangaroo Paw and 
Flannel Flowers, can easily be grown 
in pots in a sunny spot. Hardy natives 
such as Coastal Rosemary and Correa 
are also great, as are Mediterranean 
plants such as Lavender and 
Rosemary. 

For less sunny areas, try shade-loving 
Xanadu Philodendron or the old-
fashioned Mother-in-Law’s Tongue. 
If the area is shady and sheltered a 
Native Ginger or Bird’s Nest Fern can 
make a striking feature plant. 

A hedge is great for creating privacy 
or to have a formal look. You can grow 
natives such as Coastal Rosemary or 
Correa, which can be pruned to create 
an attractive and super-hardy hedge. 
Traditional hedging plant such as 
Japanese Box or Indian Hawthorn are 
also good options. For a more modern, 
architectural look use a strappy plant 
like Matt Rush or the softer-looking 
Tanika Matt Rush.

For a hanging basket in a sunny spot 
try Pigface, Yellow Buttons or the 
exotic Silver Falls Dichondra. In shade, 
Fairy Fan Flower or Native Violets work 
nicely. The native Snake Vine or the 
exotic Chinese Star Jasmine or Heart-
leaf Philodendron are on vigorous 
climbers that will grow in full sun or 
part shade.

Whatever you do, be sure to leave 
room for seating, so you can sit and 
enjoy your tiny Eden. If you need any 
help choosing your plants, visit the 
Randwick Council Nursery and any of 
our experienced staff can help point 
you in the right direction.
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Dec 2019 to Feb 2020

For more information on events visit www.randwick.nsw.gov.au or call 1300 722 542

SAT 7
DECEMBER

RANDWICK COMMUNITY NURSERY 
SUMMER SALE DAY

9am – 3pm

Randwick Community Nursery

SAT 11
JANUARY

LIVE AT THE WATCHTOWER:  
SARAH AMPIL AND NATHAN BRYON

1.30pm – 2.15pm, 2.30pm – 3.15pm or 
3.30pm – 4.15pm. Booking essential.

Meet at La Perouse Museum  
15 minutes prior. Cost: $15.

WED 12
FEBRUARY 

THE AUTHOR TALKS:  
CHRIS HAMMER (BESTSELLING AUTHOR  

OF SCRUBLANDS AND SILVER)

6.30 – 7.30pm

Margaret Martin Library

SUN 15 
DECEMBER

BLAK MARKETS

9.30am – 3pm

Cost: $2.50 –  
children under 5 are free

Bare Island bridge, La Perouse

FRI 10 - WED 22
JANUARY

MARINE AND COASTAL  
DISCOVERY PROGRAM 

Various times – see program for detail

Cost: $5 – $20 per person 

Various locations along Randwick  
City’s 29 kms of coastline 

SAT 22
FEBRUARY 

BACK TO PRINCE HENRY DAY

10am – 5pm

Prince Henry Nursing  
& Medical Museum,  

Little Bay

Pot 
luck

What is our Native 
Havens Program?
Our Native Havens program has 
been designed to help residents 
and schools plan, create and 
maintain a native habitat garden. 
This is with the goal of ensuring 
the continued survival of many 
of our local plants and animals. 
Native gardens are drought-
hardy and require little water 
once established, so creating a 
native haven in your home is not 
only a good idea for our current 
climate, but also good for time-
poor gardeners who still want to 
create a green space. Through 
our Native Havens Program, 
Council will provide you with free 
advice for your property or school 
and help you select plants from 
the Council nursery. A couple 
of native plants may also be 
provided free of charge. If you’re 
interested in learning more, email  
bushcare@randwick.nsw.gov.au.



1300 722 542
randwick.nsw.gov.au

Carols in 
Randwick 

City

CAROLS BY  
THE SEA
Saturday 7 
December 
6pm-10pm
Grant Reserve,  
Coogee 
Organised by the  
local churches.  
9665 5409

SOUTH 
MAROUBRA 
CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 
Saturday 7 
December  
2pm-5pm
South Maroubra 
Village Green, corner 
Malabar Road and 
Meagher Avenue, 
Maroubra. 9311 0088

CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS AND 
STREET PARTY
Sunday 8 December 
4pm – Street party 
6pm – Carols
St Lukes Anglican 
Church, corner  
Varna and Arden 
streets, Clovelly. 
9665 8320

MATRAVILLE 
CAROLS BY 
CANDLELIGHT
Saturday 14 
December  
5pm-9pm
Barwon Park,  
Matraville  
0419 204 056

COOGEE  
CAROLS 
Sunday 22 December  
6.30pm-8.30pm
Coogee Beach  
coogeecarols.com.au 

FREE EVENTS


